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Unmissable dates 
for your 1998 arts 
diary 

PAGE 18 


PROMOTION 

Starting next week: 
Lunch with Conran 

for £10 

* • . , , 


TODAY'S NEWS 


Stock exchange ends 
year on a high 

Arollercoaster year for the London stock market de- 
scended into farce yesterday after the Stock Exchange 
amended the closing prices of more than one out of ten 
FTSE- 100 stocks after die market lost 32 points in the 
last few minutes of trading - an attempt to prevent 
rogue trading. The index, which was also revised up- 
wards, closed at 5, 135.5, up almost 25 per cent on die 
year. Our businessstaff expect 1998 will be a good year, 
as the economy slows steadily down. Page 19. 

Harsh words in Ulster 

David Trimble,' Ulster Unionist leader, and Mo Mowlam. 
Secretary of State ; for Northern Ireland, exchanged 
“acrimonious^ words at Stormont yes t erday. Ms Mowlam 
teeragneed io consider Mr -Trimble's demand for an 
independent pubQcjnquiry into the Maze prison lolling of 
Billy Wri^ a foy^st^ra^rary, Page 4 

Forget fighting the flab 

That New Year resolution to cut die flab- may not only 
be ftrdlerit could also be dangerous. According to the 
New England Journal of Medicine, one.of the most re- 
spected medical journals, people are merely likely to 
make, themselves miserable, and still fail to reduce their 
fat And there is anyyyay fade evidence that they will 
end up healthier than^meone who started out thinner. 
The answer (surprise, surprise!) is to . persuade young 
people to exeridse more so they embark on life with a 
low body weight. Shove your child, off the sofa and bin 
his pizza. Piage 3 . . 

Nosmokeville, USA 

From this morning, California will begin enforcing the 
most far-reaching anti-smoking code anywhere attempt- 
ed in the United-States. h: amounts to a ban on smok- 
ing in virtually any fwbllc building, including all watering 
holes, whether, regular bars, nightclubs or casinos. Our 
corresponda ^ topders the consequences for the land 
of gbrnorous'^^Bfe HoUywood made famous. Page 3 
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A new moon and the Goddess, of Love greet the New Year 
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Heavenly bodies: The new crescent Moon rising into a dear Norfolk sky, partly illuminated by Earthshine. The bright object to the bottom-right is Venus Photograph: Brian Harris 


Blair commits party 
to welfare overhaul 
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Tony Blair may be enjoying his 
New Year in the sun-kissed 
Seychelles but today he warns h is 
party - and the rebels over 
benefit cuts — they are in for a 
year of “hard work, discipline and 
determination". Cofin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, says the 
Prime Minister will find the rebels 
are still feeling restless. 


Tony Blair, the man who made bis indeli- 
ble mark on 1997, is promising little com- 
promise over his “rough choices" for 1998. 
Labour rebels are warned in a New Year 
message by tbe Prime Minister that the 
Government will not be deflected in the 
coming year from its task of beginning a 
fundamental shake-up of the welfare state. 

In an uncompromising message to the 
party. Mr Blair tells Labour supporters the 
New Year will require “hard work, disci- 
pline and determination". 

The message - issued in his absence 
from Labour headquarters - came as the 
Government was faring the threat of a fresh 
revolt over the idea of imposing prescrip- 
tion charges on the Pill as part of a com- 
prehensive review of public spending, as 
reported in The Independent yesterday. 

Some of the leading rebels who voted 
against the Government on cots in lone par- 
ent benefits said they would oppose any 


move to force millions of women to pay 
the £5.65 prescription charge for the Pill. 
Alice Mahon, who resigned as a ministe- 
rial aide, said: “I would definitely be ltttt 
per cent opposed to charges tor the Pill. 

“I think most of the women MPs would 
be against it." 

The outcry by Labour MPs, charities, 
and the medical profession led by the 
British Medical Association, may be 
enough to persuade ministers to drop the 
plan. But the Department of Health said 
nothing could be ruled out at this stage, 
and ministers are determined to crack down 
on the soaring £4bn NHS dm^s bill by curb- 
ing fraud and some of the exemptions. 

The Prime Minister makes it clear that 
some decisions on the welfare state may 
be unpopular but they will he seen later 
to have been worth it. "Tough choices will 
come. They must be faced up to. It is then 
that our resolve, our strength of purpose 
and our commitment will be tested. 1 am 
confident that we can meet that test and 
change Britain for the good." 

He adds: “Let me make one thing ab- 
solutely dear people in genuine need of help 
will get it The talk of taking any benefit from 
the most vulnerable in our society is scare- 
mongering. But the present system is fail- 
ing the poor and failing the country. 

“We are spending more and more bil- 
lions but failing to tackle the real problems 
of poverty. It has to change and this Gov- 
ernment will change it." 

The Prime Minister, currently holi- 


daying in the Seychelles with his family, 
promises that the Government’s choices 
"w ill be seen to pay off over time - and a 
new Britain, confident united, vibrant re- 
spected in the world, will be there to ush- 
er in a new Millennium." 

Mr Blair will use the 50th anniversary 
of the NHS to reaffirm his Government's 
commitment to the founding principles for 
the health service. Health ministers today 
will announce an extra £ 10 m to tackle the 
exodus of dentists from the NHS. 

The “lough choices " facing the Gov- 
ernment include overseeing tbe imroduc- 
lion of the New Deal for the young and 
long-term unemployed; the completion of 
the comprehensive spending review which 
could involve radical changes across White- 
hall: and a transport White Paper with a 
Spring Budget by the Chancellor, which 
could herald taxes to curb car use. 

Pledging a “positive but hard-headed" 
attitude towards Europe, the Prime Min- 
ister promises that jobs, crime and the en- 
vironment will he at the forefront of 
Britain’s presidency of the European 
Union, which officially starts today. 

M r Blair sounds an opt imislic note over 
Northern Ireland, in spite of tbe worsen- 
ing signs for peace with renewed sectari- 
an killings. “Of course there will be 
difficulties along die way. Nobody ever said 
it would be easy. But it is worth the effort 
and this Government will make the effort 
to give the people of Northern Ireland the 
peace and security they deserve," he says. 


Ittcfob irtvsJbeRj^ fix 

ter bestxurcf HampL 
But it will fivT m 
tftZ memenuj fcmewn+ 


Good nddance gonzo snollygoster, and you scuzzy himbos 
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■Can anyone remember; the 
year of the*imbd? Has asy- 
body ever encoiintcred a - , 
snoflygoster?*; 

Before we gef too excited at 
the annual ctpp of additions 
to the'Englisfc&iguage, just 


fa* Dictionary, it is salutary - 
to look b*k over .the-x;,r 
Nineties atprevions addi- . : 

f 'ans. ■ " 

/This year's list might in- ■ 
*Gpd have (bund some words 
imiphrasd* to endure. Sin- 
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gje, una ttached women in 
their 3ffe risk being called 

Bridget Joneses for yeare to 

’ ‘ come. Cool Britannia - a 
.- term first used in The Inde- 
pendent will have life as 
long as New Labour does. 
Likewise Girl Power and the 
■ Spice Girls. But an internot 
- (someone who refuses to use 
die Internet) seems a mite 
contrived Arid to Gordon 
Brown (meaning to, wear a 

lounge suit) feels like it em- 
anated from a Treasury spin 


doctor rather than a lexicog- 
rapher. 

But those who think such 
phrases and others like adul- 
tescent (35-45 year olds with 
interests typically associated 
with youth culture) are both 
ugly and ephemeral, can take 
comfort Not all of the words 
and phrases selected by Ox- 
ford lexicographers last the 
course. And some are quietly 
propped from dictionaries if 
they fail to be nominated 
three years in a row. 


The 1990s have produced 
a number of words which de- 
lighted the lexicographers, 
but were rarely spoken by 
any of the population. 

Last year, for example, 
had bald people called slap- 
heads. except they virtually 
never are. 1995 saw a host of 
new words associated with 
the National Lottery — in- 
stants, scraichcards and the 
like. These have all stayed 
with us. Bui whatever hap- 
pened to the non-loltery 


words, descriptions such as 
“antsv" meaning agitated, de- 
riving from “to have ants in 
your pants". Fortunately, it 
quietly disappeared. 

Miijorism, ibe political 
philosophy of the then Prime 
Minister, was much in vogue 
in 1993. but doesn’t have 
many takers now. Also ap- 
parently in vogue in '93 was 
himbo (a male bimbo), 
though even bimbo feels out 
of date now. lei alone its 
male counterpart. Dweeb, 


meaning a conventionally 
boring person, surfaces only 
occasionally, while gonzo, 
meaning a crazy person, and 
scuzz. meaning an unpleasant 
person, surface not at aJL 
In 1991 stealing a car for 
joyriding purposes was “hot- 
ting”. but joyriding has out- 
lasted its slangier competitor. 
And whatever happened to 
1992's snollygoster — “a 
shrewd, unprincipled person, 
esp. a politician."? 

— David Lister 


400 years ago Hampi was considered, the 
greatest of all mediaeval Hindu capitals with 
markets that overflowed with silks, diamonds, 
rubies and emeralds. In 1566 it was systematically 
razed to the ground by invading forces. 

But chough the laughter and clamour of the 
inhabitants have disappeared, tbe ruins and 
remains live on. 

Now visitors cake die three hour cram journey 
from Bombay to relive what has been aptly 
termed The Pompei of India, to visit the 
Bazaar its museums and the extraordinary 
Vitalla Temple. 

Hampi is a glorious memory. fcufl 
It will live in your mind forever. J 


Ebr a free brochure call 012.33 211999 or post chis coupon 
to, India Tourist office, 7 Cork Street, London WtX iLN. 
Name 
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COLUMN ONE 


Church in the doghouse 
over canine .baptism 

It is often said that the British have an unhealthy habit of anthropomor- 
phisms their pets but few have gone so far as trying to defy one of the 
main tenets of Christian belief and secure for their pet a place in heav- 
en. 

Dog owner Anne Moore came to the startling conclusion that her Rot- 
tweiler Bertie has an immortal soul that needs protecting and tried to have 
him baptised - complete with Godparents. 

The dog - full name Bertie Bear Rocksam Moore - had been fitted 
out with a blue satin bib for the event at Lincoln's All Saints Church which 
was planned for 16 January. 

Ms Moore bad the Rev Anthony Kerswfll's consent for the service be- 
cause it had been described to him as a service of thanksgiving. 

After local newspapers described the event as a baptism he cancelled 
the service complaining about “publicity and obvious misrepresentation". 

The clergyman has told the Church Times: "'We should not be seen to 
be baptising animals. My bishop would go hairless if be thought I was bap- 
tising animals." 

Miss Moore. 23, of Lincoln said; “He has made me feel like I have done 
something wrong, like I am a cr imina l. He has got no sense of humour 
whatsoever. She added; “The dog means so much to me and 1 wanted him 
to have ‘God parents'. He usually goes cveiywhere with me, he is my shad- 
ow. I hate leaving him and when I go out he has a baby-sitter who stays 
with him - they are like babies aren’t they." 

The affair is not yet over and the Anglican church's reputation for lib- 
eral interpretation of the gospels may yet be intact: “I have spoken to one 
vicar and he told me to ring back in the new year. He said he could prob- 
ably do it but to keep quiet about it.” 

- Paul McCann 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L4% of the raw material for UK 
newspapers in the first half of 1997. 


PEOPLE 



Graham Sharpe would take a bet on ET*s arrival in Bristol, but not the Louise Woodward trial 

The man who’ll call the odds on ET’s next visit 


Graham Shaipe. a bookmaker with William Hill, is 
the man who has to distinguish between the simply 
unconventional and the downright unacceptable. 

During the last 12 months he has set the odds on 
bets ranging from the probability of aliens landing in 
Bristol to one of the Spice Girls becoming pregnant. 

“I am the person who handles any bet that comes 
under the heading of unconventional. No matter 
which shop someone walks into anywhere in Britain, 
if they can’t quote the odds, the customer will be re- 
ferred to me." he said. 

But there are some wagers that even Mr Sharpe 
will not accept. When Geoff Sartin. from Shanklin. 
Isle of Wight, asked for odds on his wife Barbara dy- 
ing on 25 March 2007, he fell obliged to turn him 
down. “We try to use the same guidelines as adver- 
tising - a bet should be legal, decent, honest and truth- 
ful," he said. 

“Apparently they had both agreed to him plac- 
ing the beL He said his wife would know there were 
no sinister overtones if it happened but I do not know 
if the police would see it that way. 

“We do not mind taking bets an the lives of fic- 
tional soap characters but we do not like to bet on 
a person’s demise." 


For the same reasons he would not accept 
bets on the deaths of the Pope or the Queen 
Mother. 

“There is always a danger that if you are silly 
enough to accept such a hel. the people will go out 
and try to make it a self-fulfilling prophecy." 

He said that some people became so wrapped- 
up in their subjects that they wanted to bet on earth- 
quakes wiping out San Francisco or Tokyo without 
stopping to think of the loss of life. 

Bets on the outcome of the Louise Woodward 
trial - like the OJ Simpson case the year before - 
were also turned down, as were several other 
strange requests during the year. 

There were the arts students Jamie Lewis and Phil 
Duckworlh, from Coventry, who wanted to bet they 
could sell a work of art for £lm. Mr Sharpe regret- 
fully declined. 

He also felt bound to refuse a London man who 
wanted to place a £50 wager on his wife being ab- 
ducted by aliens and replaced by an android. 

“I could not take it - it might be a really good 
android and if I could not tell (he difference, we would 
not have to pay up.” 

— Kate Watson-Smyth 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.43 

Italy (lira) 

2,830 

Austria (schillings) 

20.13 

japan (yen) 

21/. 79 

Belgium (francs) 

59.19 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

230 

Netherlands (guilders) 

332 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.85 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.99 

Portugal (escudos) 

290.49 

France (francs) 

9.58 

Spain (pesetas) 

24200 

Germany (marks) 

2.87 

Sweden (kroner) 

1274 

Greece (drachmei) 

456.01 

Switzerland (francs) 

233 

Hong ICong ($) 

£239 

Turkey (lira) 

328,403 

Ireland (punts) 

1.11 

USA ($) 

1.61 



Some Thomas Coot 
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F OOD 

Chicken tops the menu 

Chicken has been hailed as the number one meat for 1997, with the av- 
erage Briton devouring the equivalent of 10 whole birds during the year, 
chicken producers sard yesterday. 

The fowl accounts for about 40 per cent of raw meat sales, knocking 
beef into second place at 24 per cent followed by pork at IS per cent and 
lamb at !0 percent 

The explosion in ready meals has helped swell the popularity of poul- 
try with chicken curry, ldev and nuggets notching up record sales of £5S 1 m 
in 1997. 

The effects of the BSE crisis has also helped chicken hold on to the 
number one top spot for the ninth year in a row. 

Overall chicken sales have risen by 1.6 per cent to just over one mil- 
lion tonnes - nearly 20 kg per person. 

John Ramuz, chairman of the British Chicken Inforaiation Service, said: 
“Chicken's enduring popularity is undoubtedly that it offers an infinite va- 
riety of recipes and meal occasions as well as being nutritious, low in fat 
and affordable." 

Mr Ramuz said retailers and chicken producers had worked hard to 
match -demand for innovative meals. 

RABIES 

Support for pet quarantine 

The quarantine laws aimed at keeping rabies out of the country still re- 
ceive a lot of support, despite growing calls for them to be dropped, a new 
survey has revealed. 

Some 52 per cent of those polled insisted the six-month isolation of 
animals being brought in from abroad should remain as a protection against 
the threat of rabies. Some 47 per cent of pet owners backed full quaran- 
tine. said the Bella magazine survey, which polled 1,000 people. But 48 
per cent of all those asked agreed there was scope for reforming the laws. 

Campaign group Passports for Pets said vaccination, blood-testing and 
tagging would be an effective counter against the spread of rabies. A spokes- 
woman said: “Records show that in the UK between 1972 and 1996, 3,000 
cats and dogs died while in quarantine - not one of them had rabies." 


f - 


.ST 






Z1TS 


by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 7.30 FOR 8 


by Chris Priestley 


k mrnimml 
T 



vzy&mmcm 

T«gC« 5 fiDWEPTWriM 

cem&vmxBQWM 

THAN ID 

m. 




What could ' 
possibly be better 
than going 
to France '98? 

Going to 
France for £98. 
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The British Isles 

Outlook 

Scotland will start cloudy and damp wrth some 
patchy rain. During the day it should slowly 
brighten up with the best of the sun .along the 
north-west coast but occasional showers are 
also likely, and persistent rain will never be far 
away from the south-west Nor thern Ireland. 
Wiles and western England will be cloudy and 
grey with spells of rain. Eastern and south- 
eastern England should start dry with a (rttfe 
sunshine. but a tew scattered heavy showers will 
develop. 

Tomorrow. England and Wales should see a 
little sunshine, but it will be another doudy day 
with scattered heavy showers. Northern Ireland 
and Scotland will also have a lot of do ud and 
some showers, but the far north may stay dry 
On Friday the showers will be mainly over 
England and Wales with the best of the dry 
weather in Scotland and Northern Ireland The 
weekend should be drier, brighter and warmer 
in most places, but patchy rain will spread slowly 
south through Scotland later. 


Aberdeen r 

Anglesey c 

Ayr rVa 

Belfast d 

Birmingham sh 

Blackpool c 

Bournemouth f 
Brighton c 

Bristol c 

Cardiff c 


12 54 

12 54 

10 50 
16 61 

13 55 
18 64 
17 63 
IS 59 

14 57 


: Carlisle 
: Cork 

■ Dover 

' Dublin 

■ Edinburgh 

■ Exeter 

. Glasgow 
Guernsey 
Inverness 
i Ipswich 


c 10 50 
c 11 52 
sh 13 55 
dr 11 52 
r 10 50 
sh 14 57 
r 11 52 
f 16 61 
r 10 50 
f 15 59 


Isles of Sdlly t 


13 55 
15 59 


’ Jersey f 

Lincoln nfa 
Liverpool c 12 54 
. Lizard sh 13 55 
. London c 16 61 
Manchester sh 13 55 
Newcastle r 9 48 
Nottingham rVa 
Oxford c 16 61 


Plymouth c 

Ronaldsway c 

Scarborough c 

Shrewsbury sh 

Southampton c 

Southend f 

St Andrews r 

Stornoway r 

Tlree r 

York c 


12 54 

12 54 

13 55 
13 55 
16 61 
16 61 

11 52 
8 46 

10 50 

12 54 


Europe and tile world 

warm Irani ■ cold tront ■ occluded tram . 



, south. Low 
| drift north wtifc Low 
J mo ns north-east 
High 6 move east 
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WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY MIDDAY (GMT>. cxioudyj {.fair; fg.^ hz,haz* m/nist; 
r.rain: sn^now; s^umy; fh, thunder *previous day's figure at local time. 


1 Athens 

F 

32 

90 

Florence 

F 

24 

75 

Moscow 

S 

22 

72 

• Auckland 

C 

15 

59 

Frankfurt 

Sh 

17 

63 

New York 

C 

31 

88 

j Bangkok 

C 

32 

90 

Geneva 

F 

20 

68 

Nice 

F 

21 

70 

; Barcelona 

F 

22 

72 

Gibraltar 

S 

23 

73 

Nicosia 

F 

31. 

88 

\ Beirut 

F 

29 

84 

Helsinki 

S 

27 

81 

Paris 

C 

16 

61 

; Belgrade 
j Berlin 

F 

C 

25 

19 

77 

66 

Hong Kong 
Honolulu 

Sh 

F 

28 

29 

82 

84 

Prague 

Reykjavik 

Rhodes 

C 

R 

18 

12 

64 

54 

■ Bombay 

C 

31 

BB 

Islamabad 

n/a 



S 

27 

81 

j Brussels 

C 

17 

63 

Istanbul 

F 

26 

79 

Rio de Jan 

F 

26 

79 

■ Bucharest 

R 

22 

72 

Jerusalem 

S 

31 

88 

Riyadh 

s 

40 104 

: Budapest 

F 

22 

72 

Jo’burg 

F 

9 

48 

Rome 

F 

23 

73 

■ Buenos Aires 

S 

14 

57 

Kuala Lumpur F 

34 

93 

Stockholm 

S 

27 

81 

f Cairo 

S 

33 

91 

Lisbon 

F 

20 

66 

Sydney 

n/a 



= Cape Town 

s 

18 

64 

Los Angeles 

F 

23 

73 

Tenerife 

F 

25 

77 

: Chrtachurch 

c 

8 

46 

Luxembourg 

F 

16 

61 

Tokyo 

F 

28 

82 

■ Copenhagen 

c 

18 

64 

Madrid 

C 


72 

Venice 

F 

24 

75 

: Corfu 

F 

28 

£ 

Majorca 

S 

26 

79 

Vienna 

F 

21 

70 

• Darwin 

5 

30 

86 

Malta 

S 

26 

79 

Warsaw 

F 

22 

72 

j Dhahran 

s 

42 108 

Melbourne 

Fg 

9 

48 

Washington 

F 

2B 

82 
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London 

Bristol 


Lighting-up times 
Tomorrow 


21.20 to 

2130 to 


Bhmh^am 21.33 to 

Manchester 21.40 to 



4.49 

4.59 

451 

4.46 

454 

438 

454 



21.20 

21-30 

Birmingham— 

.21.33 

Manchester. 

21.40 

Glasgow 



4.50 

550 

452 

447 

435 

439 


London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 


Belfast 22.02 to 455 i N Ireland 



Air Quality 



ys Readings 

Outlook for Today 
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Good 

London 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


London 

Liverpool 

AvonmoUh 

HtriT (Afcert Dock) 

Greenock 

DwLaogftare 


High Tides 

AM HT P» HT 

nn 13.00 &8 
10.12 85 2252 87 
558215 1*26115 
5J7 &0 1733 8.1 
1136 3J 2352 3JL 
10M 33 23J4 40 


Lcrdon, All L^terctone. Larre closures at 
AD rouxtabou? unS fitjgjsl P*. 

Lcndor, AZOi Harmreranth Brcgt 
Gcscd ma laruary I'T’fc 
Sixties M25 JB-Hl lane dosures bah wap 
• xiti Erther note. 

Bnstii. M5 jlB-P. Ccrtralfcv,- on 
Avjnmcutfi Brirjg? inri August P38 
5 -vjbxl a-SB Fatal Wfy lane daucs 


AA Road watch 

both tofi inti Jii, Wl 

Stafodiwe. A5G Stole Cn Trent Myjr 

wc»is at f-Var irtfl March R98. 

LeKesterdre. A£ UxJrgtcn GtntraiVvv 
rear Ml JH 

’.VSt Mkiands A4I Vrokiytornpicn. 
RaaJwcrte on BfcJan Road ixitii krther 
rutte. 

< Greater Marxhester. A£27 Ban±te* Ten-p 


igrs cn Ayrton Rd 

Merwj^te AS <P Bcotfe. Sariey Rd ctosed 
rortft*uund urrul naxe. 

T>re 8 ‘W» 2 r. AN hfewcasle area. 
Ftoadwvcris at KJr^wxrh. 

West ’torts. Ml Y" Mir fcnjtHTTi 

oachwvVs i jrti Sept li 

t-lonh icris AP Tnonabv-on-Tees. 

Poartvcris 


Out and about with AA Road- 
watch call 0336 401 for the lat- 
est local and national traffic 
news. Source: The Automobile 
Association. Calls charged at 
50 p per minute at all times 
(inc VAT). 


Sun and Moon 
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Moon rises 3J8 
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Going on adiet? 
Think again, it may 
be a waste <of time 


Taking the register: Curator Heather Hall checking off two South American coati during the annual animal stocktaking at London Zoo in 
Regent’s Park yesterday. The zoo has some 650 species Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Fighting the flab may 
not only be pointless - it 
could be dangerous, too. 
Jeremy Laurance, Health 
Editor, describes how a 
leading medical journal 
has put its considerable 
weight behind the 
anti-fattism lobby. 

Today, millions of people across 
the Western world will make a 
resolution to lose weight which 
they will certainly break with- 
in days, weeks or months. They 
will expend large amounts of 
energy and huge amounts of 
money buying special foods, 
counting calories and joining 
diet clubs. 

Most will fail in the attempt, 
generating guilt and self hatred. 
Teenage girls are at highest risk 
by taking dieting to extremes, 
causing anorexia and bu limia. 
with a significant risk of death. 
But older adults also suffer 
horn the cost, constant hunger 
and the loss of one of the great- 
est of life's pleasures - eating. 

Despite the huge social and 
medical pressure on the over- 
weight to shed excess pounds, 
there is scant evidence that it 


improves health. An editorial in 
the New England Journal of 
Medicine, published today, says 
that although there is some ev- 
idence that overweight people 
suffer more ill health and a 
higher risk of death, which di- 
minishes as they get older, it 
does not follow that losing 
weight will reduce the risk. 
“We simply do not know 
whether a person who loses 
201bs will thereby acquire the 
reduced risk of a person who 
started out 201bs lighter." 

The editorial, written - un- 
usually - by the Journal edi- 
tors, Jerome Kassirer and 
Marcia Angell, firmly takes the 
side of fatties eveiywhere hy 
suggesting that the medical 
campaign against obesity is 
based on moral disapproval 
rather than scientific evidence. 

“In this age of political cor- 
rectness, it seems that obese peo- 
ple can be criticised with 
impunity because the critics are 
merely trying to help them. 
Some doctors take part in this 
blurring of prejudice and altru- 
ism by overstating the dangers 
of obesity and the redemptive 
powers of weight loss.'’ 

The authors say that the old 
view that body weight is a func- 


tion of only two variables - the 
intake of calories and the ex- 
penditure of energy - has giv- 
en way ro the more complex 
view that each individual has a 
natural set weight that is resis- 
tant to gain or loss in the short 
lenn but may move with age. 

Under this concept, appetite 
and metabolism alter auto- 
matically to prevent large fluc- 
tuations in weight Although a 
crash diet may achieve sudden 
weight loss, when the extreme 
measures cease body weight 
normally returns to its pre- 
existing level. 

The best way of curbing ex- 
panding waistlines would be to 
prevent obesity and the most ef- 
fective means of doing that 
would be to get children to ex- 
ercise. “If the time children now 
spend in front of the television 
eating junk food were instead 
spent in physical activity, lean- 
ness would be virtually en- 
sured." the authors say. 

They urge doctors to be 
cautious about exhorting pa- 
tients to lose weight, and to 
speak out against the public's 
excessive infatuation with being 
thin. “We should remember 
that the cure for obesity may be 
worse than the condition." 




No smoke without ire as 
California clears the air 
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The anti-smoking tide is 
spreading quickly across 
the United States. 

David Usbome reports on 
a radical law that comes 
into effect today that 
will clear the 
atmosphere - if not 
wreck it completely — in 
one-state's bars and - - 
dubs. 


The sound of. clinking in Cali- 
fornia Iasi night was not of 
glasses colliding m toasts'for ihe 
New Year. Rather it came from 
bartenders gathering up the ash- 
trays one Iasi time and con- 
signing them to the rubbish bin. 

Froth this morning, Cali- 
fornia will begin enforcement 
of the most far-reaching, of 
anti-smoking codes attempted 
by any state in the union. It 
amounts to a ban on smoking 
in virtually any public building, 
including all watering boles, 
whether regular bars, night- 
clubs or casinos. 

While smoking has been 
outlay^ from restaurants in 
Califoqga for some time - as 
in manyJJS CTtie^"New>brk in-' 
duded only now'wffl punteis 
in the state be fenced into an ex- 
perience they may never before 
have tried in their lives: taking 
a beer without at Ihe same time 
lighting tip. 

And there are only a very few 

exceptions. Bars without any 
employees of any description 
will remain smoking-friendly, 
bin it is hard to imagine that any 
such places exisL Smokers in the 
state will also slfll be allowed to 
indulge in outdoor sports are- 
nas. Otherwise, however, ciga- 
rettes in . public places wiU be 
theoretkally.as illegal ascocmne- 
aod cannabis. 

Already, there is talk of or- 
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Bogeyman: The Maltese Falcon was made in San Francisco. 
Now, Humphrey Bogart would be in trouble in the city 


ganiSed disobedience to thwart 
the law, which some see as a vi- 
olation of civil rights. “What 
you’ve got in California is Pro- 
hibition.” complained Thomas 
Humber of the Smokers' Al- 
liance, a pro-smoking group in 
Virginia. He was referring to the 
period in the Twenties and ear- 
ly Thirties when sale of alcohol 
was banned in the US. 

. . Bar and club owners are 
-warning of disastrous conse- 
. quences for their businesses. 
And doubts are already gath- 
ering as to whether the law can 
be properly policed. Under the 
law, it will be incumbent on bar 
and club owners to ensure that 
patrons to do not smoke. In the- 
ory, those in violation will be 
fined $J 00 for the first offence, 
rising lo $7,000 if they are 
caught a fourth time. 

“What am I going to do?” 
one Los Angeles bar owner 
asked. “At least three-quar- 
ters of. the people in here are 
smokers. Do I lose all that 
trade by telling them they can’t 


smoke, or do I risk being fined? 
I think I’ll just let them smoke." 

The Prohibition Era was in- 
famous because of the illegal 
means that were adopted to get 
around it and provide the 
thirsty with booze, notably 
bootlegging and the opening of 
speakeasies. In California now. 
imaginations are turning to the 
possibility of “smoke -eases'" be- 
ing established. 

State officials, however, are 
confident that the law will take 
hold, and that people will grad- 
ually accept it as they have the 
absence of smoking tables in 
restaurants. “People will get 
- used to it. they'll just go outside 
and smoke." remarked a 
spokeswoman for the state De- 
partment of Health. 

According to Brett G run- 
land. a Republican state law- 
maker and a famously heavy 
smoker, the chances of the law 
being repealed are slim. “This 
law is unreasonable. But I’m 
afraid it's going to be the law 
of the land”. 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury- 
yesterday paid tribute to Diana, - 
Princess of Wales in a New 
Year’s message which called for 
Britons to continue her work in- 
bufldmg a more caring society. 

At the end of a year of “big 
changes and of deep emor 
tious" Dr George Cateysaid Jie 
believed a new mood was 
emerging “of a wistful longing 
for a better world". 

He said: “The death of Di- 
ana, Princess of Wales, gave 
these thoughts and feelings a 
vivid and dramatic expression. 
For here was someone who, 
thriugh intensely human and fat 
lible like all of us, expressed 

kindness... ... 

“She was,' fir the. deepest 

sense of the word, a ‘caring’ per- 
son. Andperhaps that amazing 


outpouring of grief last Sep- 
-■ tember arose partly because we 
recognised in Diana some of 
those hopes for a more caring 
society.” 

. Simple human kindness has 
been sacrificed over the past 
- decade in the drive for success 
..and in the greater emphasis on 
competition, the Archbishop 
said. 

“The tremendous outpour- 
ing of widespread grief fol- 
lowing the deaths of Princess 
Diana on 31 .August 1997 and 
Mother Teresa of Catena □ few 
days later reveal that it was now 
lime to reclaim those values, 
he added. 

Dr Carey went on: “A car- 
ding society won’t emerge by 
magic, or because the Govern- 
ment passes some bills, or even 


because there is some strong 
public desire for iL A caring so- 
ciety wfll come into being when 
we learn to care, when each one 
of us makes it our personal de- 
termination to live more caring 
lives." 

He said he had been deeply 
moved, especially in recent 
months during his visits to the 
Children’s Society charity, 
at the kindness of ordinary 
people. 

“I've seen at first hand the 
devotion and love of volunteers 
who give time to raise money 
and to care for children," Dr 
Carey said. 

“They - and others like 
them - are the unsung heroes 
in our communities whose 
loving kindness makes things 
happen." 
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‘Sun’ backs down over 
naming minister’s son 


Legal confusion over 
identifying the cabinet 
minister’s son allegedly 
caught dealing in drugs 
intensified after an 
injunction banning 
publication of his name. 
As police reject claims of 
political pressure, Michael 
Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, looks at 
the continuing row. 

The Sun newspaper said yes- 
terday that it would not appeal 
against an injunction won by the 
Attorney-General preventing it 
bora naming the 17-year-old son 
of a cabinet minister accused of 
dealing in drugs. 

But questions were raised 
about the ■‘appearance'' of dou- 
ble standards of seeking legal 
action when - albeit under a 
previous administration - such 
action had not been taken in 
previous cases. 


When a 16-year-old roads 
protester known as "Animal" was 
arrested and charged with ob- 
struction in January last year she 
was widely named in the media 
No injunction was sought by law 
officers to prevent her being 
named, say critics- At the time, 
the Home Office was reported 
to be considering a change in the 
law, but no action was taken. 

The White Paper on Youth 
Justice, published by the Home 
Secretary. Jack Straw. last year, 
called for "more openncss"in 
youth court proceedings. It stat- 
ed: "Justice is best served in an 
open court where the criminal 
process can be scrutinised and 
the offender cannot hide behind 
a cloak of anonymity." 

On Tuesday evening, Mr Jus- 
tice Moses granted the Anomey- 
GeneraL John Morris QC, an 
injunction banning the .Su/i bom 
publishing the name of the min- 
ister's son. He ruled that while 
the Children and Young Persons 
Act 1933 protecting a juvenile’s 
identity in court proceedings 


did not apply, under the law of 
contempt publication could prej- 
udice a trial add to the burden 
of any sentence and wrongly stop 
the trial judge banning publica- 
tion of identity during the case. 

Media lawyer Dan Te solic- 
itors Lovell White Durrani, 
said the ruling "strained" the 
law of contempt as previously 
understood. Walter Green- 
wood, editor of Essential Law 
for Journalists, praised the in- 
tegrity of the Attorney-Gener- 
al but said the seeking of the 
■ injunction "gave the appearance 
of double standards". 

The Sun said yesterday it 
had been considering whether 
to challenge the legal ban but 
had decided against it Some ob- 
servers saw the papers failed at- 
tempt to publish the name as a 
ploy to draw attention from the 
rival Mirror, which ran the sto- 
ry before Christmas. 

Paul Cavadino. principal of- 
ficer of the National Association 
for the Care and Resettlement 
of Offenders, defended the in- 


junction. adding; "It is important 
to remember that the anonymi- 
ty rule exists to protect juvenile 
defendants, not to protect their 
parents bom embarrassment." 

Sources close to the minis- 
ter say he would be willing to 
talk about the matter if he 
were not constrained by the law. 
He is bound by the injunction. 

The Tory spokesman on 
home affairs, Sir Brian Mawhin- 
ney, said the case had become 
a “slow torture process" tor the 
cabinet minister's family. 

Meanwhile. Acting Metro- 
politan Police Commissioner Sir 
Brian Hayes has rejected claims 
of political pressure over the case, 
including the arrest of Mirror re- 
porter Dawn Alford who broke 
the story. Ms Alford's arrest 
was part of normal police prac- 
tice and had not been ordered by 
the Crown Prosecution Service, 
allhough they had been a insulted 
as is usual at “ail stages of com- 
plex or high profile cases", he 
said. Sir Brian said police sent the 
case file to the CPS yesterday. 



A 70ft image of a candle is projected on co the side of the Dean Clough arts centre in Halifax as part of Photo 98 - a 
series of images designed to transform public places. The candle, by artist Paul Bradley, will get smaller during the year. 
As part of Photo 98, The Independent will be exclusively showing a series of photographs of the century. We will publish 
98 pictures - one for every year of the century - in The Eye, starting on Monday Photograph: Aaidour Guzel ian 




“We’ve 
got great 
savings in 
our kitchen 
appliances 
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JON RIDZWAN 
Kitchen Sales Adviser 
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Whirlpool 
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ADG 720 
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Residual heat drying and 
easy-toad baskets. 
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Homark Fan Pack 

Includes fan oven, 
standard hood and hob. 

Available in brown or white. Was £299 


With gas hob (as shown) 


£249eac h 
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33% OFF 


GRASMERE • EDMONTON 
BORDEAUX • WESTON • ASTON 



25% OFF 


RIALTO • CHERITON • BROOKLAND 
• CONISTON • TURNBERRY 
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Trimble warns of violence 
as tension mounts in Ulster 


David Trimble had an 
angry meeting with Mo 
Mowlam yesterday as 
tensions mounted in 
Ulster. Colin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says the Ulster Unionist 
leader warned her that 
the province faced more 
violence. 

After the acrimonious meeting 
at Slormont the Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland 
agreed to consider the Union- 
ists' demands for a public in- 
quiiy into the killing of Billy 
Wright, the loyalist leader, in ihe 
Maze prison. 

“We are in a veiy delicate sit- 
uation, and a very dangerous sit- 
uation." Mr Trimble said. “I'm 
very glad, of course, that [Tues- 
day] night went off peacefully. 
I don’t have a similar confidence 
as regard the future." 


Ministers have instigated a 
thorough internal investigation 
into the security lapse at the 
Maze which led to 1NLA gun- 
men shooting Wright dead in a 
prison van inside the prison. 

There are fears that a pub- 
lic inquiry would be turned 
into a trial of the Governmen- 
t's policy for peace, and would 
be used to challenge the con- 
cessions which the Unionists be- 
lieve have gone too far in 
appeasing the IRA in return for 
the continued ceasefire. 

The meeting was tense after 
one of Mr Trimble's MPs had 
called for Ms Mowlam’s resig- 
nation. Mr Trimble said last 
night that she was reconsider- 
ing her derision to have the pre- 
Christmas break-out from the 
Maze and the Wright killing in- 
vestigated by the English prison 
service. 

Underlining the Unionist 
distrust for Ms Mowlam, Mr 
Trimble said he hoped “this was 
not just some flip phrase thrown 


off to satisfy the meeting and 
that it would be followed up 
quickly so we have a proper 
independent inquiry with its 
report published". 

The Ulster Unionist leader 
described the discussions us 
“very disappointing". He said: 
“We did not get any proper an- 
swers to the questions we 
raised." 

He told Ms Mowlam that the 
complete absence of confidence 
in her in the Unionist commu- 
nity stemmed "from the correct 
perception that the Secretary of 
State has been concerned mere- 
ly to appease and assuage the 
feelings of republicans". 

After the meeting Ms 
Mowlam had discussions with 
Alan Shannon, head of the 
Northern Ireland Prison Service 
and John Steele, director of se- 
curity and policing at the North- 
ern Ireland Office. 

A spokesman said they were 
considering Mr Trimble's 
comments. 


Cash boost 
to bring 
dentists 
into NHS 

The Government will announce today an 
extra £!0m to gel more dentists to treat 
putientson Ihe NHS. 

The money will boost a scheme called 
“Investing in Dentistry" which was launched 
in September in an attempt to reverse the 
exodus of dentists from the NHS under the 
Tories. 

Many dentists reluctantly dropped NHS 
work, and went private, in protest at the fail- 
ure to raise their fees from the NHS 
work, and a massive increase in the amount 
of paperwork they had to do. 

The health minister, Alan Milbum, has 
privately told colleagues he wants to make 
the revival of NHS dentistry one of his pri- 
orities in the coming year, which marks the 
50th anniversary of the tax-based health ser- 
vice, free and in conception based on 
need, not the ability to pay. 

The extra cash will expand existing 
practices or set up entirely new ones, to in- 
crease the numbers of NHS- registered pa- 
tients. H could include training and 
back-lo-work packages for dentists who have 
taken career breaks, or start-up pro- 
grammes for trainees to set up in general 
practice. 

He is also announcing today that 
£41 5,000 will be spent to lay the ground for 
25 personal dental services pilot schemes 
as part of the drive to improve primary care. 

The pilot schemes, which will begin in 
October 1998, indude a practice in Cam- 
bridgeshire which will focus more on pre- 
ventative work; a specialist orthodontic 
referral service in Bedfordshire; and the pro- 
vision of more general anaesthetic sessions 
for dentists to work in hospitals on the NHS 
in Northumberland. 

Other schemes will including block con- 
tracts for extractions in Avon; attempts to 
reduce inequalities in disease and treatment 
in Lambeth, south London: a one-stop cen- 
tre in Bromley, south-east London; and the 
use of a salaried dentist service in the Scil- 
Iv Isles to create a safety.net in an area where 
patients have severe problems in getting 
access to NHS dentistry. 

— Colin Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 


Headless corpse 
was teenage boy 

A dismembered, headless body found 
dumped in a bin at the back of a hotel 
in Blackpool was that of a teenage hoy. 
police said yesterday. 

Police have identified him as 17-year- 
old Christopher Hanley, who had been 
working at the resort's Pleasure Beach. 

The naked body, which had been cut | 
in two with a sharp instrument, was dis- , 
covered on Tuesday. 

The man leading the investigation. De- 
tective Superintendent Paul Buschini. said 
a post-mortem had nut been able to es- 
tablish how the teenager died. 

Police were yesterday conducting 
house-to-house inquiries of nearby bed- 
sits and hotels to try to find clues as to 
where the youngster might have met his 
death. They were also continuing to 
search for the missing head. It is believed 
fingerprints were used to identify the bey. 

Christopher had gone to Blackpool 
from his home in Burnley. Lancashire, 
seeking work. 

Cancer fight over 

A cancer victim lost her fight for life yes- 
terday after battling to spend one last 
Christmas with her baby daughter. 

Helen Bourton, 27, who was termi- 
nally ill with breast cancer, found herself 
embroiled in controversy after Avon 
Health Authority refused to fund the 
£10,000 treatment she said she needed 
to help her slay 3lKc until Christmas. 

Friends and family stepped in to pay 
for a course of the drug Docetaxel and 
she was able to cuddle her 19-month-old 
daughter Ellie-Muc from her bed at Bris- 
i tol Infirmary on Christmas Day. 

Walker falls 600 ft 

A walker escaped death yesterday after 
tailing more than 600ft from a mountain. 
The accident happened on Bleneathra 
near Keswick in the Lake District when 
the unnamed man and his group of fel- 
low walkers reached a ridge called Sharp 
Edge dose to the summit. 

A mountain rescue team were called 
out after the alarm was raised usings mo- 
bile telephone and an RAF helicopter 
from Kinloss airlifted the man to the Rpy - 
ai Victoria Infirmaty in Newcastle. He 
bad suffered spinal, leg and head nyurics- 
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Police team 
saves woman 
waves 
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A woman who was 
spotted walking into the . 
sea hilly clothed and 
seemingly, in a distressed 
state was scooped from 
the water in a daring 
rescue. Ian Burrell 
describes- how she was 
floymrtb safety. 


Fbr. more than 100 yards, the 
police helicopter “hover-tax- 
ied^ a few feet above the waves 
of the Bristol Channel as Con- 
stable Phil Bracegirdle clung to 
the woman by the wrist, her 
head barely out of the water. 

Yards before the helicopter 
reached- the shore, he released 
her into the shallow water, be- 
fore diving in with a colleague, 
dragging her to the beach and 
bringing her back to conscious* 
ness. The woman, in her late 
thirties, was later said to be “sat- 
isfactory” in a Cardiff hospital. 

PC Bracegirdle, 42, an ob- 
server on the South Whies and 
Gwent police helicopter, said: 
“All I could do was to sit out. 
wrap my legs around the skids 
and hangon to her. There were 
no boats around to pick her up 
sowe/usthadtogoforiL It was 
an incredible piece of flying by 
Angus. He was rock steady, 
just high enough to keep the 
woman’s head out of the water." 

The helicopter crew were 
scrambled from their base at 
Cardiff after a group of fisher- 
men near Sully Beach reported 
seeing a fully clothed woman 


walk into the sea in a distressed 
state. Within 10 minutes. Captain 
Angus Paterson, 32. was hover- 
ing over the half-submerged 
woman who was being swept out 
further into the Bristol Channel. 

An ex-Royal Navy Sea King 
air-sea rescue pilot, he kept the 
Squirrel helicopter in position 
while pc Bracegirdle, attached 
to a safety harness, climbed out 
on to the skids two feet below the 
cabin. Soaked in spray, PC 
Bracegirdle managed to seize 
hold of the woman’s right wrist 
at the third attempt and dung on 
until he managed to drop down 
lower and get both hands on her. 

“I was absolutely numb with 
co/d and it felt like my arms 
were being tom out. There was 
just no other way of getting her 
ashore. I had no idea whether 
the woman was alive or dead. 
But we gave mouth-to-moutb 
and she started to revive." 

Captain Paterson said: “Phil 
was the hero of the hour. 1 just 
don’t know how he had the 
strength to hang on to her. It 
was difficult because I wanted 
to get her ashore as quickly as 
possible - but I bad to take it 
slowly to prevent her being 
swept away and disappearing 
under the aircraft." 

A few feet from the shore Pc 
Bracegirdle released his grip. 
With South Wales police col- 
league Paul Hayes, 35, he then 
dived into the water and pulled 
the woman on to the beach. 
Paramedic Graham Plumridge. 
making his first helicopter flight, 
gave first aid until an ambulance 
arrived. 




Search begins for 
water on Moon 
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The science-fiction 
dream of colonies on the 
Moon has never looked 
practicable: itVtoo cold 
and there’s no air. But 
now, scientists have new 
hope that a space 
mission will find a reason 
to set up a permanent . 
site there. Charter Arthur, 
Science Editor, explains 
why. 

Almost 20 years after humans 
first walked on the Moon, the 
US space agency is sending a 
spacecraft back- not to land as- 
trohkufc&but to look for water. 

ThctpinarProspeaor space- 
era ft, dhSto liftoff on Tlwsday 
from Cape Canaveral in Florida, 
will undertake an 18-month mis- 
sion which if successful could lead 
to a land rush comparable with 
the Klondike’s search fbr gold. 
Having water available would 
mean that a Moon base would 
become feasible, since breathable 
oxygen could easily be extracted 
from the water by electrolysis, 
pow ered by solar energy. 

That in turn could revitalise 
the space race, al_a time when 
crewed missions beyond Earth 
have begun to seem too ex- 
pensive and pointless because 
of the difficulty of surviving in 
the harsh emptiness of space. 
With the Moon as a staging - 
post, more ambitious missions 
to the planets, and especially 
Mars, could be contemplated. 

One of the instruments on 


board the Prospector space- 
craft has been specially de- 
signed to detect the presence of 
hydrogen on the Moon’s sur- 
face. If there is water ice frozen 
deep in the craters at the 
Moon’s poles, as scientists sus- 
pect there might be, it will be 
detected. 

The impetus for the search 
came in 1994. when a US mil- 
itary satellite picked up unusu- 
al radar reflections from deep 
within craters at the lunar south 
pole that looked very like those 
from water ice. One aim of the 
£40m mission is to discover 
whether these images were real 
or just mirages. 

“If we can find sufficient wa- 
ter, it’s going to be a land rush 
like the Oklahoma Sooners,” 
said Bill Feldman, project 
leader for the Los Alamos Lab- 
oratory in the US, which pro- 
vided the hydrogen-seeking 

instrument. 

“Water is the key resource 
that will support life as well as 
travel from the Moon to the 
planets. Besides sustaining life 
for Moon colonies, hydrogen 
from the ice can be extracted for 
rocket fueU" Mr Feldman said. 
“I am sure that there are peo- 
ple who would colonise the 
Moon once sufficient water is 
available," he continued. “The 
Moon is one of the best envi- 
ronments you could possibly 
have for any number of scientific 
and commercial enterprises." 

Other instruments will pro- 
vide clues as to how and when 
the Moon formed and map the 
Moon's irregular magnetic field. 
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DAILY POEM 

The Little Dog- 

By Selima Hill 

If all the glassy skyscrapers of Chicago 

M ere crushed together in a solid lump 

and chided for a million years 

and ghen legs - : s 

and set to walk alone ' * - 

along our streets, - 

it would not be as icy cold as you 

whose heart is frozen like a little dog 
that's lost its way far-out on the snow, 
and people searched- _ 
ii was a much-krved dog - 
but long agp gave up . 
and turned for home. 

Thisweek's poems come from the^volumesshortKs^for 

sjssssssjxs ^ s^s 

Ksss Bcssa. (■»*■.»** 



From the skids of 
the police 
helicopter, PC 
Bracegirdle grips 
the woman's wrist 
to tow her through 
the waves of the 
Bristol Channel to 
the safety of the 
shore 
Photograph: 

Alan Jenkins 
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BEFORE YOU BUY 

A 1.6 5 DOOR HATCHBACK CONSIDER 

THESE TEN POINTS. 
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6/SECRET PAPERS 


Blacks seen as threat to national security in the Sixties 


Black people are potential spies. 
They have to be treated as se- 
curity risks unless they can show 
evidence of their "assimilation" 
into Britain and "their trust- 
worthiness in handling its affairs”. 

That was the judgement. 30 
years ago, of the top civil ser- 
vice coordinator of the nation’s 
intelligence services, except he 
used the word “coloured Ac- 
cording to a report he compiled 
for the Ministerial Committee 
on Security in September 1967 


- new released under the 30- 
year rule and open at the Pub- 
lic Record Office - coloured 
people may become “disaffect- 
ed through real or imagined acts 
of racial discrimination; conse- 
quently they may be vulnerable 
to inducements offered by 
hostile intelligence services or 
to the influence of subversive 
organisations". 

Sir Laurence Heisby, whose 
day job was permanent secre- 
tary to the Treasury, headed the 


Official Committee on Security'. 
He was reporting to ministers 
on the operations of the vetting 
system and told them few blacks 
were likely to pass “positive vet- 
ting" - the procedure in which 
a full background check is com- 
piled by the police and Securi- 
ty Service (MI5). 

Immigrants had to have lived 
in the UK for at least 10 years 
before they could be positively 
vetted; even then they would not 
be considered for the diplomatic 


or security services. “Staff not of isfaciory evidence of their as- 
UK origin in general cannot be similar inn into this country and 
assumed to have an inherent Icy- of their trustworthiness in ban- 


BY DAVID WALKER 
AND JOHN CROSSLAND 


ally to this country. The risk to dling its affairs." Sir Laurence 
security which arises may, how- was a clever man and con- 
ever, be reduced if there is sat- scious that he could sound 


racist. The problem, he ex- 
plained. lay in checking the 
backgrounds of coloured im- 
migrants in Lheir countries of 
origin. He was aware, too, that 
there was a growing problem. 

Immigration into the Unit- 
ed Kingdom had been con- 
trolled since the early Sixties 
but, this being the era of full em- 
ployment, Whitehall was re- 
cruiting large numbers of black 
people into manual and junior 
clerical jobs. In London, near- 


ly half the intake to clerks’ po- 
sitions in some departments 
comprised black people. But 
they could not be trusted with 
classified documents. And that 
posed management problems. 

It could be, said Sir Lau- 
rence, that someone with less 
than 10 years’ residence might 
provide evidence of their as- 
similation. Conversely, someone 
might have lived in Britain for 
more than a decade and stfli not 
“put down firm roots". 


Mistrust of 
au pairs and 
diarists 


Perhaps all governments get paranoid but 
Harold Wilson’s 1964-70 administration 
seems to have been fixated on questions of 
loyalty and conspiracy. 

According to the official papers, the Cab- 
inet met several times to discuss whether 
ministers could keep diaries (three of 
them - we now know - were furiously scrib- 
bling notes for their own subsequently pub- 
lished diaries even as the discussion 
proceeded). The Prime Minister received 
MI5 reports on the reading habits of one 
of his closest colleagues on the train, min- 
isters were told to check who they employed 
as au pairs, and precious Cabinet time was 
taken up discussing whether living people 

- ie the Prime Minister - could legitimate- 
ly be represented on the theatre stage. 

Meanwhile, London was a focus of gen- 
uine spies. But the one case featured in the 
papers now open did not, despite the 
Cold War, involve the Communists. The 
South African Intelligence Service - later 
to haunt Harold Wilson in the Seventies, 
if the accounts of renegade MIS officer Pe- 
ter Wright are to be believed - recruited a 
Treasury typist in a reverse “honey trap". 
A good looking young man started taking 
her out, then paid her to filch secret reports 
on the Rhodesian situation. 

Richard Crossman - Lord President of 
the Council and author of famous diaries 
providing intimate detail of the Wilson era 

- was the subject of several Security Ser- 
vice reports. He was seen reading in the din- 
ing car of a train and (according to MI5) 
"an observer was able to read the titles of 
some of the files and papers". They were 
classified documents. 

Wilson dispatched Sir Burke Trend, tbe 
Cabinet Secretary and an MIS agent to read 
him the riot act. 

Meanwhile, Whitehall was convulsed by 
the Great Au Pair Hunt. “The number of 
au pair girls and domestics arriving in the 
UK from Communist countries is increas- 
ing", read a letter dispatched from No 10 
to ministers' offices. “It is felt that the pres- 
ence of such a person in a household could 
be used by an intelligence service in ways 
which could be inimical to the interests of 
security in this country.” 

But after the trawl, it was discovered 
that only the wife of junior minister Peter 
Shore - the Euro rebel who retired from 
Parliament last year - employed a nanny 
from eastern Europe. Tbe girl, a Yugoslav 
called Veona Pastourie, was investigated by 
MIS but they had to conclude she was 
squeaky dean and besides “the Jugoslav in- 
telligence service does not operate here". 

Mis Shore was none the less told to get 
rid of her quickly. 

Wilson's dislike of political satire showed 
up in anguished debates in Cabinet about 
the ending of the role of the Lord Cham- 
berlain in censoring performances on the 
live stage. He resisted tbe abolition of cen- 
sorship and with good reason, since the 
long-running play Mrs Wilson's Diary, a 
satire based on a column in the magazine 
Private Eye , had been the subject of the Lord 
Chamberlain's blue pencil 

The records show the then Lord Cham- 
berlain, Lord Cobbold, even sent tbe aJ- 
rcady-censored script to Downing Street to 
see if further cuts were favoured. 

On 18 May, a letter was sent from Down- 
ing Street to the Lord Chamberlain’s of- 
fice, saying; “The script has been seen by 
Mrs Wilson, the Foreign Secretary , the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer [James 
Callaghan] and Mrs Callaghan, and Colonel 
Wigg [the Paymaster General and Wilson's 
security hatchet man].” 

As well as the Foreign Secretary's re- 
quested cuts, Mrs Callaghan had also 
asked for two marked passages to be 
deleted, the letter said. 
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The Cabinet worried about the fate tuary. The Government was con- “The British public were known to be tion to persuade other governments 

of York and Beverly ministers if they cemed to sell Concorde - the Anglo- partiudarly sensitive about noise, so that the nuisance of sonic bangs was 

approved a programme of test sonic French supersonic jet — and wanted if tests did not produce a strong hos~ not intolerable.” No advance warning 

booms over Hull and the Humber es- to test public reactions to the bangs. tile reaction we should be in a posi- of the tests was to be given. 

Alliances and arms deals show flexible morality 


According to Labour Foreign Secretary 
George Brown in 1967, it was not “morally 
acceptable" to condemn the Americans 
over their involvement In Vietnam. It was, 
however, morally acceptable to use the 
Royal Air Force secretly to deliver ammu- 
nition to the Israelis on the eve of the Six 
Day War and lo make careful calibrations 
of the kind of weaponry it was acceptable 
to supply to the Nigerian military junta for 
use in the bloody suppression of a revolt by 
its eastern region, or Biafra as it became 
known to the world. 

The papers demonstrate Lhe then Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson's pro-Israeli sym- 
pathies. Anns deliveries took place from 
British airfields - RAF Waddington was used 
by Israeli aircraft to fly out ammunition and 
shipments left ports at night in sealed car- 
go vessels. 

At the same time, the Cabinet was draw- 


ing up contingency plans for petrol rationing 
in the event of an oil embargo by the Arab 
states. Ministers even suggested that the oil 
companies, such as ICL might try to obtain 
petrol from the Soviet Union. 

In the event the petrol supply, particu- 
larly from Iraq, was cut but the crisis passed 
without full-scale rationing. 

The archive contains a personal letter 
from Harold Wilson lo Levi EshkoL the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister. “I am glad we were ahle 
to help you, now I am sure you will under- 
stand our concern that the utmost secrecy 
should be maintained. However good the ex- 
planation the story could he used with dev- 
astating effect in propaganda against both 

Of USl" 

Oil was at stake in Nigeria, too. At the 
outset of the revolt by the Biafrans. each side 
demanded that the British coerce Shell and 
BP into paying them their royalties. In ad- 


dition, General Yakubu Gowon, the Feder- 
al leader, pul a 4S-hour deadline for ac- 
ceptance of his demand for additional 
military equipment to crush the rebel 
Biafrans. 

The advice for BP and Shell was to de- 
lay a decision in payments, to “play it as long 
as possible, putting off the evil day until the 
end of July". Chiefs of staff drew up two top- 
secret evacuation plans, using the carrier 
HMS Albion to lift 16,000 British nationals 
out of the war zone. 

Wilson delayed sending arms lo the fed- 
eral regime as long as possible, finally dis- 
patching 200 anti-aircraft guns and armed 
cars to the Lagos government. At one point 
he instituted an inquiry into whether the 
United States Central Intelligence Agency 
were providing weapons for Biafra, asking; 
“Are we really Sure they had nothing to do 
with if.'" 


This was a world where - according to 
George Brown, the Foreign Secretary - the 
Communists were “mobilising a skilful 
worldwide propaganda campaign" on Viet- 
nam. To condemn the US, he said in a cab- 
inet memo, is to condemn the major power 
in tbe conflict which has publicly pro- 
claimed a policy aimed at securing for the 
South Vietnamese the right to order their 
own affairs. 

Harold Wilson had proposed a dramat- 
ic joint peace mission with Soviet leader, 
Alexei Kosygin, to end the war. The sug- 
gestion. made at an embassy reception in 
London in February 1967, seemed to have 
been treated with no more than mild amuse- 
ment by the Russian leader. Picking up a fork, 
Kosygin told Wilson: “If one took a piece 
of mclal and attempted to make a fork with- 
out knowhow to do so one would spoil the 
metal without producing a fork". 


Bitter wrangle over that pound in your pocket 


Some of the bitterest wrangling during 
1967, within the Cabinet but more especially 
between the Government and its officials, 
concerned the need to devalue the pound. 

This step was eventually taken on 18 No- 
vember, with great reluctance by Harold Wil- 
son, when the pound's fixed exchange rate 
against the dollar was reduced from $2.80 to 
$2.40. The Prime Minister famously, and mis- 
leadingly, told the nation that “lhe pound in 
your pocket" was not worth any less. 

The Government had gone to great 


lengths to try and avoid devaluation, one mem- 
orandum from Wilson to James Callaghan, 
then chancellor, warning of “dire" conse- 
quences. Apart from the admission of eco- 
nomic failure, the Prime Minister was worried 
that other countries would respond with com- 
petitive devaluations of lheir own. 

However, from Britain's application in 
May 1967 to join the Common Market, a low- 
er value for the pound was widely expect- 
ed. Capital drained out of the country, 
depleting the foreign currency reserves so 


much that by November the Government had 
had to borrow nearly $5bn. A disastrous set 
of figures for the balance of trade in Octo- 
ber made the decision to devalue inevitable. 

On 17 November, the day before the an- 
nouncement, Wilson wrote to Lyndon John- 
son, the US President, informing him of it. 
He expressed relief, writing: “The removal 
of a certain poison from the system purges 
the whole system itself." The move was ac- 
companied by measures to squeeze demand 
at home in a bid to reduce the trade deficit. 


Labour MPs were in uproar over spending 
cuts and tax increases amounting to £500m. 

This was not enough for the Bank of Eng- 
land, however, which feared that devalua- 
tion would trigger inflation. Leslie O'Brien, 
then governor, sent a letter to the Chancellor 
calling for even tougher measures. 

He refused; it was left tt> bis successor, 
Roy Jenkins, to introduce further cuts the 
following year when the pound once again 
came under pressure to devalue. 

— Diane Goyte 


• A Home Office spokesman 
said yesterday that nowadays the 
Government was an equal op- 
portunities employer which did 
not discriminate on grounds of 
colour - and that includes tbe 
Security Service. MI5. 
positive vetting rules were ap- 
plied regardless of colour. How- 
ever, the Cabinet Office is 
known to be disturbed by the 
relative lack of ethnic minority 
people in senior postions across 
Whitehall. 



Castro’s gift 
turned down 
by Wilson 

The Prime Minister, Harold 
Wilson, refused to accept a 
gift of a 101b box of cigars 
from Cuban Communist 
leader, Fidel Castro, on the 
grounds it might be “misin- 
terpreted'' as payback for a 
recent bus contract from 
Cuba won by a British con- 
cern. 

Whitehall was insisting 
that if Wilson smoked the cig- 
ars himself he would have to 
foot a bill for £27 10 shillings 
and 5 pence (£27.52) for 
carriage and customs duty. 
Instead, tbe cigars went to 
Government Hospitality to 
be offered to official guests. 

Student loans 

The replacement of student 
grants by loans - bitterly op- 
posed by Labour when in- 
troduced by the Thatcher 
government - was proposed 
in 1967 by Labour Education 
Secretary Tony Crosiand. 
CVosland wanted to fend off 
Treasury demands for cuts in 
school budgets so proposed 
freezing student grants and 
gradually introducing loans 
to cover maintenance costs. 

Red Guards 

Harold Wilson considered 
placing the Chinese legation 
in Portland Place, central 
London, under armed guard ! 
after diplomats dressed like | 
Red Guards began chanting | 
pro-Mao, anti-British slo- 1 
gans from the 
legation steps and police 
officers were assaulted. 

In the event, the govern- 
ment asked the Chinese to 
close the legation while stop- 
ping short of breaking off 
diplomatic relations with the 
Chinese. 


Pay-TV 


The Duke of Edinburgh lob- 
bied Harold Wilson on behalf 
of commercial television in- 
terests. In a letter to the 
Prime Minister the Queen's 
husband spoke of “interest- 
ing” proposals for pay-TV 
then being tested experi- 
mentally. Wilson, however, 
was cool: pay-TV would 
“tend inevitably to deprive 
the present services of some 
of lheir more popular items". 
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Roboshops 
show the 
‘convenient’ 
way forward 


a.- 


m »i4 f . 


A generation ago they 
were just grocers. Now 
the giant supermarkets 
dominate our lives. As 
they move into health 
care, fashion and 
banking, lan Burrell tries to 
envisage the superstores 
of the future. 


In Japan, they call (hem “nv 
boshops". They arc -4-hour 
stores »ith such sophisticated 
computer technology that hu- 
man staff arc superfluous. 

Shoppers are invited to 
chv*ose from single display items 
placed in long glswi cabinets and 
marked with j number. They 
make their selection, punch 
the number into a computer and 
pay with plastic. The goods are 
promptly delivered down a 
chute. 

Clive Beddall. editor ol The 
( irtK-cr magazine, visited one of 
the stores recently and believes 
that (hey could inspire British 
supermarkets. "Automation will 
be the thing of the future. I 
could imagine one of these 
stores on the Edgwarc Road. 1 
don't kn<m what the super- 
market unions would say be- 
cause apart from the owner, 
there were no staff." 

According to David Hugh- 
es. professor of agriculture at 
Wye College. University of 
London, people are becoming 
tired of standing in check-out 
queues to pay for everyday 
items. 

“We now have leisure shop- 
ping for things we like and 
drudge shopping for things like 
toilet rolls and nappies.” he said. 
“Drudge shopping is just not 
sustainable. People hate it.” 

The stores arc having to re- 
spond. Iceland and Tcseo have 
already enjoyed success with a 
new home delivery services. 
Tcseo Direct, has so far been 
taken up by some 15.000 cus- 
tomers who can order via 
phone, fax or the Internet. The 
head of Tosco Direct. Gary 
Sargeant. recently unveiled 
plans whereby customers can 
shop in banks via Internet 
kiosks. 

However., other industry 
commentators believe that in 
the near future British super- ' 
markets wifi have an increasing 
requirement for specialist staff. I 
They believe that the super- I 
markets arc intent on rcereal- i 
ing the traditional British high ! 
street under a single roof, and i 
to Jo so they need staff who can i 
pn w ide quality customer service t 
with specialist knowledge, such 
as butchers, bakers, dry-cleaners r 
and so on. 1 

To create an United Stales- i 
style mall, the supermarkets f 
will need to expand to even c 
greater floor-space. £ 

.Allan Brccsc. client service c 
director at the market re- / 
searchers AGB. which monitors C 


the tastes of a panel of 10.000 1 

consumers, said that the su- 

perstores were inevitably going ~ 

“The simple reason is that 

what consumers arc looking ^ 

fur Ls more convenience and 
, more one-stop shopping.” he gj gS fy 
said. ■ 

Asda and Tcseo already haw 
40.0U0 square 

Asda would to stores 

that are _ 

Increasing the to 

am) Jn cleaoeTx Sain.sbury > . . 

! has established a ing bank- 

I tog service while Tesco has be- ^Mfr- 

gun selling designer clothing 

from labels such as Colvin Klein JBBj^Bv ^ 

and Levi. Supermarkets arc 

also experimenting with estate jBHpj|BBjBB| -*'’!§■' «**-f 

agencies, dental care, optician || |Im 3 ” g 

services, and travel agents. 

As one analyst said: “It 
makes you wonder if there are 
any ureas the supermarkets will '• 

not go into.” '•■ 

At the same time, the su- 1 —^. 

permarkets ore looking to stay 

open longer. Tesco Metro ^ 

stores, which are sited in town '•'- • - i&4 ' 

centres, have already pioneered : j, - 1 ;/ jj 

24-hour supermarket opening. : w-^- 

.As M r Breese pointed out: “All J® 

the advantages of convenience 

which the local stops have had 

are being eroded.” ^BPS wi '^Jlp :llh .*"* ”‘" ^ 

The consequences, and the 
outlook, for the minor super- . 

markets (such as Somerfields, W^4 $ ji'. “ W? 1 

V&itrose. CiXJp, Kwksave, Ice- ' jgsgfc 'f - < **m , <■ ,, t * ,{| 

land) are not good. Richard Hy- Jg|l } / ^ t ”' r i 

man. chairman of the '• lip* ' ^ Sli ! 

supermarket analysis Verdict *^rM|L- J l«§lg , jgm t *; 

Research, predicted that the '' 1B^ ^ g 4 y . Ab^P | | 

“second division" would be in- " vT J ■' V ;- / ^ ! 

creasinglv outgunned. "It's go- ,: i-’'. ■■ ■' l * •" i ' ^ 

ing to be harder and harder for 

them to do business in the fu- • BBI^IBB^IBB - ■ .’f'^BBBSBRi 

ture.” he said. 

According to Philip Dvir- 
gan. retail analyst at Paninurc 
Gordon, a merger between 
Asda and Safeway - widely 

predicted but denied by both j j | \ 11 | • 

S3S53 Calvin Klein UnderwE 

might mean that some of the 
smaller playent went to the 
wall.” he said. 

The big' four (Tesco. Sains- 

bury. Asda. Safeway) will con- 

tinue to expand, however, and Tesco is using discounted quality brand names, such as Calvin Klein, to at tr a ct customers into the star 
not just in the United Kingdom. 

Sainsbury already- has interests 

ing the opportunities in Hun : Tesco’s move to become the choice of 

gary and the Czech Republic. 
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Calvin Klein Underwear 


Tesco is using discounted quality brand names, such as Calvin Klein, to at tr a ct customers into the stores 


But the single European 
market may mean that the big 
lour do not gel things a II their 
own way. New competition, at 
home as kcII as abroad, could 
come from the expansion of the 
great German supermarket 
chains such as Tengelmann and 
Aldi and from French rivals like 
Candour and Auchan. 


young professionals puts it in the top slot 


Shops emerge as 
unions’ bedrock 


The pnviiion of the super- 
markets as modem-day in- 
dustrial giants was 
underlined yesterday by the 
news that Tesco employs 
more trade untonesls than any 
other priv.ite company in 
Britain. There are now 
Sfl.fWl members of (he shop- 
workerv' union Usd aw at 
Tcseo. half the company's 
wnrkl'oree. 

Retailing and other ser- 
vice industries arc replacing 
the traditional heavy indus- 
tries as the bedrock of British 
uadf unionism. Between 
them the hig four supermar- 
kets (Testa Sainsbury. Asda 
and Safeway) now employ 
a jine half a million people. 

When (hetiimpany Iiegan 
to move upmarket a decade 
ago it derided to allow trade 
unions to play a key part in the 
consultative process. Tesco 
retail director Michael 
Wfcmms said: “Wc want our 
S^ff to like us and understand 


how wc want them to treat our 
customers.” 

A generation ago. the big 
trade unionist employers 
were the likes of British Ley- 
land. Ford and British Rail. 
Today, the picture is different. 
William Brown, povfessorof 
industrial relations at Cam- 
bridge University, said: “The 
big battalions of unions are 
not where you would think of 
them because the mining, 
steel and docks industries 
have declined so much in 
workforce size. The super- 
markets an: now the giants of 
the employment world.” 

The Trades Union Con- 
gress hopes that Tcsco’s suc- 
cess will encourage other 
employers to accept that 
union recognition dues nut 
necessarily harm profits. 
Membership of TUC-aflili- 
aled unions has dipped from 
a peak of 12 million in 19S0 j 
to n.7 million today. 

— Ian Burrefl I 


I It is the biggest of the 
‘big four* supermarket 
groups. Tesco was once 
seen as downmarket but 
led the reshaping of 
British shopping through 
out-of-town sites and 
1 loyalty cards. What 
next, asks Jojo Mayes - 
Internet shopping and 
Calvin Klein? (Yes, 
actually.) 

In the early Eighties. Heathen ic 
Williams wrote a poem called 
“The Tcseo Chainstore Mas- 
sacre”. Its punchline runs: "The 
people who run Tesco must be 
Buddhists: there Is nothing you 
could possibly want." 

He would not be writing 
that now. From a **pllc- 
‘cm-higb-scU-’em-chcap" outfit- 

regarded hy many as irre- 
deemably naff, il has reinvent- 
ed itself as the supermarket for 
the young professional Possibly 
no other supermarket group 
has undergone such a public 
transformation. 

Two yearn ago. it toppled 
Sainsbury from the lop sku. and 
has been going from strength to 
strength ever since, largely on 
the back of its “unbeatable val- 
ue campaign”, loyalty scheme 
and a whole range of initiatives 
that have changed the way su- 
permarkets view customer ser- 
vice, such as the "one in front” 
pledge to keep checkout queues 
under control. 

The transli>rmatfon ofTisco 


into its current slick, service- 
oriented operation - including 
the in-town Tesco Metros and 
the 24-hour Tesco Express 
shops with petrol stations - be- 
gan with its best-known face. Sir 
Ian MacLaurin. who left to 
help rejuvenate British cricket. 

In 1959. the young MacLau- 
rin met Sir John “Jack" Cohen, 
the supermarket s founder, and 
swiftly won himself a job. By the 
age of 30 he was Sir Jack's ap- 
pointed successor, responsible 
for the decision to abandon the 
use of Green Shield stamps in 
an attempt to go upmarket. 

Sir Ian can he credited with 
turning the supermarket's for- 
tunes around with his “opera- 
tion checkout" which 
redesigned the lay-out of shops 
and then discovering the po- 
tential of out-of-town sites. He 
is one of (he people behind Lhe 
great and liigjily controversial 
reshaping of town and country 
for car-based shopping. Bul be- 
yond that, Tesco began to ex- 
amine customer's interests, such 
as healthy eating, ethical con- 
sumerism and exotic holidays. 
and made sure its shelves re- 
flected al least some of that. 

The change accelerated with 
chief executive Terry Leahy, 
when Tcseo began its move into 
financial services two years ago 
with the launch of Clubcard. 
Britain's first supermarket lov'- 
alty card. Mr Leahy, a Liver- 
pudlian who has retained his 
Sen use accent and passion for 
Eve non. is a “convinced pop- 
ulist” who undenaands the needs 
t>f the modem working family. 


Described by one analyst as 
“the hard roan of groceries”, Mr 
Leahy is erne of the most pow- 
erful people in the country , 
though heal revels in his ordi- 
nariness. He lives with his work- 
ing wife and three young 
children in Ponders End, near 
the Tesco headquarters in 
north-east Loodon, and says: 
“Wc haw children, we live in the 
suburbs, we’re short of time - 
that's absolutely typical." 

Mr Leahy's "common touch” 
enabled him to see that cus- 
tomers would respond to a loy- 
alty card, even while Sainsbury 
was notoriously dismissive about 
the idea. Loyalty cards, de- 
scribed in the trade as “stealth 
micro marketing”, allowed Tesco 
to get up dose to its customers 
without them knowing. 

Under Mr Leahy, Tcsco's be- 
lief is that as there can be only 
a limited increase in the mar- 
ket for groceries, the growth ar- 
eas will be in better service and 
wider choice. So il has focused 
its efforts in financial services, 
toiletries, health care and 
leisure interests. It has also 
worked on developing its ethi- 
cal consumer niche. The recent 
report by the charity Christian 
.Aid on supermarkets and ethics 
said Tcscn had made more 
progress than any other such 
group over a 12-month period 
Mike Dennis, food retail an- 
alyst at Soczere Generate Strauss 
Tumhull, says that Tesco is prob- 
ably “furthest down the line” in 
terras of looking at wha uhe cus- 
tomer wants, and developing 
unique products like longer 


opening hours, electronic stop- 
ping and home delivery. But, he 
said “I don't think [home de- 
livetyj is going to be die big Quag 
for them in next couple of years 
because it depends on tax ma- 
chines and technology. Where- 
as at Iceland, for example, 
there’s a low technology ap- ( 
proach - you go round the su- 
permarket, then they bag it up { 
and deliver it to your home. ! 

“Then again, you get the so- 
phisticated career woman or 
bloke, they’re the type of peo- 
ple who like Tesco Direct. So 
who knows?” 

Another high-profile devel- 
opment has been the selling of 
fugh-qu3lity brand-name 
clothes from manufacturers 
such as Levi and Calvin Klein. 

“Levi, Calvin Klein etc don’t 
like it because they feel their 
clothes need to be sold in an en- 
vironment where shop assistants 
know about their products. It’s 
not luxury goods, it’sdecmed as 
a bargain,” said Mr Dennis, 
“Bul it works in getting the con- 
sumer into the store. Consumers 
will actually say, *Oh there’s a 
third off sue h and such at what- 
ever store, ITigolo that' ” 

Not everything has worked 
well. Tesco received numerous 
complaints that it was caught 
out by the flood of demand for 
its savings accounts. Questions 
have also been asked about its 
ability to retain its increasing 
market share, as other super- 
market groups swiftly copy it. 
Mr Leahy, the hard populist, 
and his team are only as good 
as their last good idea. . 


mmmmmi 


i after 
hristmas? 



(I 


ue our guest 





You shopped ‘t3 you dropped. You cooked, 
entertained, deared op and then did it a0 over again. 
'What you need now is a break. 

To be precise, a break at a Forte hotel. 

When you book a 2 night stay with us, we’d Eke yon to stay 
on for a third - for free - as cwr guest. 

As wdl as a welcome «fca- will warm you on those dully 
winter days, you’ll enjoy friendly service, first rare facilities 
and, of coarse, exceptional value for money. 

FORTE FORTE 

Posthouse 4teritaae 


kfaaifcr famines and eoupfas alike, 
Posthousa^ are modem with 
ample amenities for fun and easy 
access to some of the UK* most 
popular attractions. Safeetad hotels 
haw* health and teisure dubs 
complat* with swimming pool 
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FORTE 

-Heritage 

located in some of Brttoirft meet 
baautthis ant ngaourco ll actionof 
tadRfcnal Heritage hodeb aomboie 
mdhmfcjal vpeai with timeless 
hwptotiqt 


3 MIGHTS DMffil BED ft BREAKFAST 3 NKiHTS OWNER. BED t BREAMKST 




i Airport 
iOfy * 

Ttn Beaumont 


MghoiD* 

Cambridge 

Cardiff 

CwUfTCMy 

CeriWe 

Chester 

Cokfiester 

Cowmtrjr 

Coventry* The Coventry ffil 

Croydon 

Derfcy/Bwton 


£84 Afrirtoo 

Ot Ascot 
£82 tanhurf 


£80 Haripocl 
£86 Anodm 
£90 CaMy* 
£96 omtatay 

02 Qatstxr 
fM2 O u t — i t h 
£92 Dotting 

£100 DoMxbio 
£90 DemtW 
£96 CM 
£36 ru t nh on-’ 
£92 Forest of Dean 1 
£88 Hum a t o 
£90 lltfc e d i i 
£82 Hoeferd 


Upper Baades 
Starkn 
Ox»m 
ThtBoysMie 
YVtadeyHd 
Beth Spa 
He Francis 
Thohnpotri 
ft* Brandon Hal 
FnrdeyHd 
Chauco-Hoonf 
TheOwsrfs 
BtoMcmi 
The Dart Mart™ 
The WMe Hcne 
BewrtotiheAuk 
TheLuim/rne 
TheSauthgae 
TheBudi 
Sp«««h House 
TheMtysoc 
The Bade Seen 
The Graen Dragon 

TheSnm 


Dower 

£82 

leads" 

DMn'DkM 

DuAAn Airport 

R£tT0 

Unto 

The Mta Hart 

Etflntaiigh 

£102 

Long Brifofd 

ThaBtd 

CpiAng 

£84 

MarBorougb 

TheCadleSM 

F*r*ham 

M0 

Marion 

Cttnplrte Anght 

rarnbomo^i 

£94 

MattoditaHi 

Hew Bath Hon 

Ctaagow 

£82 

lludeford 

Aranmouth Hotal 

Osagow Airport 

£72 

Worth BweHA 

TheUame 

Gtagowdty 

£88 

Mb 

The Tata 

OwONtV 

£92 

Oxford 

EasqpteHnd 

Grbnstiy 

£76 

Oxford 

TheRmkfoh 

GuMferd 

<104 

Mdnr 

TbeMeanptie 

Haraant 

£94 

hw* 

ThaWhtaHm 

Heyifoc* 

£88 

norm nil Hj* 

It* Royal 

Hamel Hanpsttad 

£96 

Hotfaiey 

RotiforCom 

High Wycombe 

£84 

BW , 

The Emerge 

Hu* 

£80 

Sabbuy 

IhaWIxteHan 

KaSMartaa 

£90 

Sherborne* 

TheShertwme 

Ipswrkfi 

£80 

Soettnael 

The SaraterVi Head 

ianrostwr 

<100 

SUtndees 

Hmds 

Leeds/Selby 

£82 

Stratford 

The fltaaun Manor 

Leicester 

£76 

Stratford 

IbeShAespear! 

Urtcobi 

£82 

IheffM 

these! 

■Jvaspool* TheGtadstona 

£90 

T»W 

Thetaperid 

Luton* TheGatmoy 

<72 

Otamter 

leering Home 

lAtidrtone/Sawewoafcs 

<92 

Wacbwter** 

The Wean 

Stanch ester 

£88 

Mnet 

IheOti England 

Ntanctmstar Airport 

<96 

Medeer* 

The Cattla Hotel 

MBton Keynes 

<102 

Woodwork 

The Be* Heed 

Naercartie Mponjyn* 

£84 

VeowT 

The Manor 

Noreakh 

£86 




Nottingham Ofy 

Wcdtin^vao/Derbjr 

Watoropgh 

Plymouth 

Portsmouth 

Prarton 


Rogby/Northampton 

«~i , -ifff-lrt 
a*" I U 9 iu 

Southampton 

Sooti»amp«oa /C»ftin[ i y i 


02 *NotpartaftheA>ahotwuHer*Bgebrarti 
£B0 -AraMde lo t d e wdt only itMmkOnV 
£82 


LONDON BREAKS 
BED & BREAKFAST 
AVAILABLE FROM 


£29 


’’■'•uiM / i- 


S tmm nmgm 04 

S t n ha o n Trent £76 

SuaUunUgoomAmn £106 

S w a ena a £88 

S w fa do n £92 

Taunton £96 

TMarida £82 

W ah a f t a W £74 | 

WtisaT ThaBoundry £78 

Warrington/mascom £82 

Washington £76 

Worcester* The GKfartJ £72 
York £96 The BuA long Meffoid 


5 NIGHTS FOR THE PRICE OF 3 ALSO AVAIL ABLE 

To or.:-iL PnVihn: !":f O: Hpr:!.-C* -P? VClir TfriV- 3 ! O r 0.TI 




TtmtiA CoaMonc Wees am pvpcncn hosed on 3 ritfiB ousMT»d«w«,fiAtraitonl 
hrcokJ«A 3 «iir 5 »wer*g meal end VWat VSSviihiadJBimmg* twryitaWeioom 
A ado ocovsnqr agfdMtnt may bo tingnl Dbw a* taMdon Agmts far de«* and 
csss TasdiifcanieidarK stay (no whaidwnng a room adth oaeaddB, edged to ndtefey 
ofa sutiMi room M jrie-Ud Posthoum 141 to l cftfctoiinfe 13 OBfvd ait free when 
dtsrngamMainKhigilO^adul^iddmtBaadabliytrfaedtflUrroonL Thbeppbatothe 
fantiEbst and Aw maA that are hdudad ki iho aaongwysig addB* Ldnae OoA, but Aes 
WlwMiadte d Hwl wdb a wgA iweakanst be atari tram the VowigSmtlnweL 
Beaks nut be completed befam 28d» rtbruary I99S. fit mWn are suldea to avafatihr 
wBnAntedregAo-af niw n rw a avi lsatdiat teunattei attatct Thes? offers mmot be <aod 
ticrs Ai iMVmrdlhenrildmoftaatpadriaOBMCtav 






1 HE INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY i IANUAM 1998 
8 


8/WORLD NEWS 


Kenyan opposition warns of 
violence if Moi is re-elected 


The crisis over Kenya’s 
botched elections 
deepened yesterday 
after the two leading 
presidential candidates 
said that a victory for 
President Daniel arap 
Moi would lead to 
violence. Ed O'Loughlin 
reports from Nairobi 

The National Development Par- 
ty candidate. Raila Odinea. said 
that he believed state security 
agents were manipulating the 
electoral commission to ensure 
another victory for the Presi- 
dent's Kenyan African Nation- 
al Union (Kami), in power 
since 1*163. Speaking sifter a 
meeting with Mr Moi’s main ri- 
vnl. Mwai Kibald of the Demo- 


cratic Party, Mr Odinga said the 
opposition would not accept a 
victory for Mr Moi because the 
process was clearly fraudulent. 

‘‘It Is clear that this [rigging] 
will lead to violence, to disas- 
ter." he said. “The people will 
not accept it and we shall not 
accept it." 

Polling in the parallel pres- 
idential, parliamentary and 
civic elections began on Mon- 
day but had to be extended for 
an extra day after many voting 
stations failed to open on time 
and some failed to open at ail. 
Many constituencies received 
the wrong ballot papers and 
there were widespread allega- 
tions of ballot stuffing, vote- 
buying and intimidation. 

Yesterday, the British gov- 
ernment added its voice to the 
chorus of concern. The junior 


minister at the foreign office, 
Tony Lloyd, said that reports of 
irregularities "raised question 
marks aver the efficiency and 
credibility of the elections" in 
the former British territoiy. 

Candidates opposed to Mr 
Moi. 73, have alleged that the ir- 
regularities and the extension of 
voting were part of a plan to fa- 
cilitate vote rigging by Kanu. On 
Tuesday, Mr Moi responded by 
accusing the electoral commis- 
sion of conspiring against him. 
Kanu, still ibe favourite to win. 
has stopped short of calling for 
the elections to be abandoned 

Yesterday, the chairman of 
the electoral commission, 
Samuel fGvuiru, told a press con- 
ference that while the commis- 
sion had “lapsed in the logistics", 
its errors were not deliberate and 
it stOl considered the process to 


be free and fair. Asked if be 
would resign, he said with a hint 
of sarcasm: “Have you ever 
heard of anyone resigning in 
Kenya because of such things?" 

Despite the confusion and 
queues at polling stations ob- 
servers believe the turnout was 
between 65 and 80 per cent. An- 
alysts say this could favour the 
opposition in the parliamentary 
elections, with many blaming 
Mr Moi for Kenya's dedining 
economic prospects and ram- 
pant corruption and misrule. 

With the opposition vote 
split between 14 different can- 
didates Mr Moi is certain to 
come Gist in the presidential 
poll but he could face a run-off 
against the second placed can- 
didate if he fails to win 25 per 
cent of the vote in any five of 
Kenya’s eight provinces. 



Paper chase: Officials argue over a spoiled ballot in a Nairobi constituency 


Photograph: Corinne Dufka/Reuters 


HALF PRICE SALE 

NOW ON 



SHAKER 40% OFF 


When you buy from Magnet, you can be sure that you get 
3 beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that its built to take 
gMfggf everything life can throw at it Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 50% t and there are some 
great offers on*WhirIpooI and STOVES St appliances too. 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 

Magnet 

BUILT FOR LIFE 

For your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 

Opening hourv Thursday 1st [jniijry MUHtara-lOOpm, Friday 2nd January 8.00am -5.00pm. Saturday 3rd January 3.00am -5 .OQpm. 

Most stores will be open L0.U0om-4.00pm Sunday. Scotland dosed New Year's Day. Friday 2nd January 10.00ain-5.00pm. 

CHvuunis .ire off price* charged between ’4di November and 25th December. ’When you spend £ 1 .000 or more on kitchen cabinets 




IN Del 4 


Monks pray for chicken 
souls as flu vaccine sought 


Buddhist monks in Hong Kong 
were in their temples yesterday 
praying to pacify the souls of the 
chickens and other poultry 
which have been slaughtered in 
an attempt to stop the spread 
of the mysterious bird flu. 

While they were praying, 
legislators were accusing the 
government of having lost con- 
trol over the H5Nt virus out- 
break- At a special meeting 
they criticised government of- 
ficials for providing inadequate 
and contradictory information 
and questioned whether the 
slaughter of some 1.3 million 
birds would be sufficient to 
stop the virus taking hold and 
causing mare deaths. 

The Chief Executive, Tung 
Chee-hwa. who has been no- 
table for his silence ewer the bird 
Du crisis, finally broke it yes- 
terday during a visit to a poul- 
try market when he stressed that 
the government was “very con- 


cerned". Angry poultry indus- 
try workers chanted slogans 
during his visit, demanding 
higher levels of compensation 
for the loss of business. 

Meanwhile Paul Shaw, the 
deputy director of health, an- 
nounced that contingency plans 
had been to elose crowded 
places to minimise the spread 
of the virus should the outbreak 
escalate Into an epidemic. 

He told legislators that the 
government was working on a 
vaccine that would fight the 
virus should a “disaster sce- 
nario" occur. It would take 
some six months to prepare a 
vaccine, however. 

Now th3t the cull of live 
poultry has been completed 
the government is trying to en- 
sure that fresh supplies of live 
birds from the Chinese main- 
land do not reintroduce the 
virus. It therefore seems likely 
that a ban on imports will last 


for some weeks. This means 
there will be no fresh chicken 
supply for the Chinese New 
Year festivities. Many tradi- 
tional dishes involve chicken 
meat 

The Chinese authorities say 
that a “special expert investi- 
gation” by the Ministry of Agri- 
culture since 17 December 
found no positive tests from 
1,078 chicken blood samples in 
Guangdong province, -which 
supplies about 70 per cent of 
Hong Kong's consumption. 

Although there have been no 
reports of human cases of bird 
Du on the Chinese mainland, this 
may be because there is less like- 
lihood of it being successfully 
identified becaase the standard 
of medical care is so much low- 
er than Hong Kong, and diag- 
nostic equipment is not readily 
available in rural areas. 

— Stephen Vines, Hong Kong 
Teresa Ponte, Peking 

Khatami 
breaks 
US taboo 

The Iranian President, Mo- 
hammad Khatami, is to Speak 
directly to the American pub- 
lic next week in a television in- 
terview that could mark the end 
of nearly two decades of hostility 
between Iran and the United 
States. The interview - the lat- 
est example of the trend towards 
diplomacy by television - will be 
aired on the Cable News Net- 
work (CNN), probably next 
lliesday. It will be conducted by 
CNN's chief internat ional cor- 
respondent , and star female 
reporter, Christiane Amanpour. 

That the Iranian President 
has agreed to speak to a US net- 
work and that the interview will 



Christiane Amanpour? 
will interview Iran leader 


be conducted by a woman will 
send powerful signals both to 
Americans and Iranians about 
the prospects for change in 
Iran. 

Ms Amanpour covered the 
election won by Mr Khatami last 
year and has reported from 
Iran on several occasions before 
and since, touching on sensitive 
issues "like the position of 
women, but always wearing a 
headscarf in deference to local 
sensibilities. 

The White House, where of- 
ficials are said to be locked in 
debate about the genuineness 
of recent Iranian overtures to 
the US, was reportedly prepar- 
ing to respond to Mr Khatami 
very soon after the broadcast. 

— Mary Dejewty. 

Washington, 


Kaunda under house arrest 

Zambia's former president, Kenneth Kaunda. was released 
from prison yesterday evening and flown to the capital Lusa- 
ka where he was immediately pul under bouse arrest, witnesses 
said. Dozens of heavily armed police surrounded the veter- 
an African statesman’s house in a Lusaka suburb while he 
was Jed inside. 

President Frederick Chiluba has barred Mr Kaunda from 
talking to the press and said people would be arrested if caught 
within 100 metres of his house. — Reuters, Lusaka 

Diana Fiat driver seen 

Witnesses driving near the crash that killed Diana, Princess 
of Wales saw a white Fiat Uno weaving out of the Pont de 
I’Alxna tunnel in Paris and described its driver. A police re- 
port said a couple driving parallel to the tunnel’s exit saw the 
Fiat “zigzagging" as it drove out seconds after the crash on 
31 August The driver was said to be a white male aged about 
40. He also had a large dog in the car. — AP, Paris 

Clinton charity wound up 

A charitable fund set up three years ago to help defray legal 
fees incurred by President Bill Clinton and his wife is being 
wound up for lack of support, leaving the Clintons with more 
than S3m (£1.8m) to pay. The fund raised $1 Jm, but con- 
tributions feD off sharply this year. According to the fund’s 
director, Michael Cardozo, donors appeared to be scared of 
associating themselves with Democratic Party fund-raising scan- 
dals. The legal fund disbursed more than Sim in fees, most- 
ly in connection with the Whitewater land deal in Arkansas. 

— Mary Dejevsky, Washington 

Ramadan massacre 

Ttoenty-one Algerian civilians were slaughtered overnight in 
the first 24 hours of Ramadan - the Muslim holy month feared 
for its tradition of increased civilian bloodletting in Algeria’s 
savage civil strife. Algerian state radio yesterday said the 21 
died in a village on TUesday night in Algeria's western province 
of Relizane. — Reuters, Paris 

Peking gloats over SA tie 

China poached Taiwan’s last major diplomatic ally on Tues- 
day, signing an accord with South Africa to open full diplo- 
matic relations from today. The Chinese Foreign Minister, 
Qian Qichen, who signed the agreement with his counterpart 
Alfred Nzo in Pretoria, toJd Huwan to give up a doomed diplo- 
matic rivalry with Peking. — Reuters, Pretoria 

Swiss ‘right to feel rejected’ 

FI avia Cotti, who takes over Switzerland's rotating presidency 
today, told the Tribune de Geneve yesterday that the “reac- 
tion of disappointment and rejection" felt by many Swiss against 
"improper attacks" on their country over its dealings with Nazi 
Germany is “absolutely justified". Mr Cotti said the attacks 
came from “limited geographical spheres, for example the east 
coast of the United States, particularly from New York." 

— AP, Geneva 
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^he year the money kept on rolling in for Hollywood 


.jCiQiema; admissions and 
bogt-office takings have 
hif record highs in the 
United Kingdom and 
America during 1997, 
ftfcff McCbnn,-Media 
Correspondent, . 
examines the boom. 


“folks don’t laugh when you 
have a grand is your back 
pockety” said Revert Carlyle is 
The Full Monty and .well he 
mighL The pbn cost its makers, 
Twentieth Century Fox and 
Channel 4,£2.2m to niake and 
so far has taken- almost £3 00m 
world-wide. Those kind pf crazy 
returns are symptomatic of 
what has been a record break- 
ing year for the cinema. 
v ; The Full Monty has kept its 
nose in front of Men In Black 
tprbe the most successful film 
Of the year in the. UK, taking 
£44;3m at the box office ac~ 
.. cording to the laiest figures from 
the cinema industry. - - 
. In Ml there are estimated to 
have been 137 million cinema 
admissions in the OK, up 11 per 
cent on last year and the highest 
since 1974, 

■ The bumper admissions - 26 
million people visit the cinema 
each week - helped push IS 
films above the £10m takings 
mark for the first time. 

The year also saw Britain’s 
biggest ever admissions week- 
end when Men in Black and The 
LostWorld ,- Steven Spielberg's 
sequel to Jurassic Park, opened 
on 1 August. 

The boom in British cinema 
admissions has been attributed 
to the multiplex cinemas that 
have given Britain its highest 
number of screens for 35 years. 
But experts believe the bumper 
year was also film -driven be- 
cause H was reflected across the 
Atlan tic. 

In .America box office rev- 
enues topped the eye-boggling 
$6bn (£3.75bn) mark for the first 
time and looks set to close at a 



Big box office: ‘The Lost World: Jurassic Park* helped Hollywood to a record year and Britain’s cinemas to their biggest ever weekend 


TOP DRAWS 

Five times five of the best 
in film In 1997: 

British box-office top five: 
f . The Full Monty (£44 Jm) 
2 Men in Block (£35 An) 

3. The last World: 

Jurrasac Park (£25. 3m) 

4. Bean (£17.5m) 

5. Star Wars (£16-3m) 

Empire magazine's top five 

1. LA Confidential 

2. Jerry Maguire 

3. Romeo and Juliet 

4. The English Patient 

5. Swingers 

The Face's top five 
I . Romeo and Juliet 
2 LA Confidential 

3. When We Were Kings 

4. Nil by Mouth 

5. Swingers 

Melody Maker's top five 

1. The Fuff Monty 

2. A Life Less Ordinary 

3. Romeo and Juliet 

4. Men in Block 

5. Star Wars (Trilogy) 

The Independent’s film critic 
Ryan Gilbe/s top five: 

Best film: Romeo & Juliet 
Best British pictures: 

Nil By Mouth and 
The English Patient 
Best blockbuster 
Men in Black 

Funniest film: FTirting With 
Disaster 

* Compiled by 
James Franck en 


record-breaking $6.4bn when 
the final receipts are counted. 

In all. Hollywood has pro- 
duced 15 of what Lhe industry 
officially describes as ••‘block- 
busters” -films that make more 
than $100m, which is around 
£60m, in revenues. So far these 
have been led by Men m Black 
which took $244m in the US. 

- : Even Titanic, which needed 


two studios joining together lo 
finance its S200m price tag and 
has been beset by delays and 
negative rumours, is heading for 
a healthy profit after breaking 
the three-day box-office record 
when its opening weekend took 
S36m. 

Good returns from Aft Best 
Friend's Wedding (SI 27m), 
which starred Julia Roberts. 


The Lost World ($230m) and the 
Jim Carey' fflm Liar Liar ($181 ) 
have all boosted Hollywood's 
confidence after years of wor- 
rying about the size of budgets 
and the amount being spent on 
the lop stars' fees. 

Now if even Titanic can 
make a profit, budgets at studios 
are expected to hit the stratos- 
phere. “The studios are built 


around such movies," 20th Cen- 
tury Fox executive Tom Sherak 
told the New York Daily News. 
“You can't just make small 
movies. So it's safe to say we’ll 
be looking for another block- 
buster." 

The only major failures of 
the year have been the over- 
hyped but critically panned Bat- 
man and Robin , which will need 


video release revenues to cov- 
er its $190m costs and Speed 2: 
Cruise Control which lost $70m. 

Britain has had its share of 
world-wide success. Tomorrow 
Never Dies is set to become the 
most profitable Bond movie 
ever after taking $140m world- 
wide in its first 10 days on re- 
lease. Like The Full Monty it was 
made with American money but 


relied largely on British crews 
and creative talent. 

The other big BriLish hits 
were the very different Bean and 
The English Patient. Bean cost 
$22m to make and brought in 
a tidy S200ra from the US. 
which is a long way from Not 
The Nine O'clock News for its 
director Mel Smith and star 
Rowan Atkinson. 


The English Patient took a 
similar amount world-wide as 
well as picking up a startling 12 
Oscars. 

Ralph Fiennes’ character 
said in The English Patient that 
in memory love lasts forever. It 
is likely that the movie industry 
will stay in love with the mem- 
ory of 1997 for a long time to 
come. 


Favourite - 
.things, that 
made the 
20th century 
- and guess 
who chose 
the milk 
bottle ... 


Celebrities are choosing their 
favourite objects to epitomise the 
20th Century for the exhibition 
that will open the new Museum 
of Scotland. David Lister, Arts 
News Editor, casts his eye over 
their selections. 


Span Connery chose a milk bottle with a 
special message in h,.as.a memento of his 
and Scotland’s past. 

Trainspotting author Irvine Welsh sug- 
gested footballer Jim. Baxter's shirt from 



' Museum pieces: 

I A Saab 
| convertible, a 
milk bottle and 
] a microphone. 
But who chose 
them to go on 
display in the 
Edinburgh 
I gallery? Was it 
: Sean Connery, 
i Kirsty Wark or 
I James Naughtie? 


the 1967 Scotland victory over England at 
Wembley. News night presenter Kirsty 
Wark chose a less romantic, more mate- 
rialist perspective on 20th century life than 
her male colleagues. She settled on a Saab 
convertible. 

Celebrities have been choosing the ob- 
jects they believe have made a major im- 
pact on 20th Century life, or just something 
that relates to their own 20th Century sto- 
ry. A selection of their choices will feature 
in an exhibition that will open the new Mu- 
seum of Scotland later this year. 

Tbe museum, adjoining the Royal Mu- 
seum in Chambers Street, Edinburgh. 


opens on St Andrews Day. 30 November. 
1998. Tne first exhibition in the Twentieth 
Century' Gallery will feature a selection of 
objects selected by both ordinary people 
and Scottish celebrities. 

Sean Connery, whose first job. well be- 
fore Bond, was as a milkman, made his 
choice because “it reminded me of niv ear- 
ly days in Edinburgh as a delivery' boy", 
he says. But inside will be a copy of the 
.Arbroath Declaration, the 1320 declara- 
tion of independence that accompanied the 
ascent of Robert The Bruce lo the throne 
of Scotland. 

Pat Lally, Lord Provost of Glasgow, has 


chosen the European Cup. because in 1%7 
it was won by a team composed entirely 
of II Scotsmen [playing for Glasgow 
Celtic], a feat he concede* is unlikely to 
be repealed in the remainder of this cen- 
tury. or any century. 

lain Banks, the best-selling author, se- 
lected the computer. He explains: “I nev- 
er regarded the typewriter as being much 
hener than a quill pen. But the comput- 
er has made writing much lees stressful and 
easier to do." 

James Naughtie of Radio 4's Today pro- 
gramme makes an appropriate choice: the 
microphone. "It has done for our centu- 


ry what the printing press did in a previ- 
ous centuiy. It has revolutionised com- 
munication, and it’s great fun to use," he 
says. 

Other choices include platform boots 
from fashion designer Jacqui Burke, a Fust 
World War tin hat which belonged to the 
father of Magnus LinJda ter, journalist and 
chairman of the Scottish Arts Council (the 
helmet took an enemy bullet and saved his 
father’s life); and a metal ice-axe from 
mountaineer Hamish Maclnnes- an ob- 
ject he actually invented. 

As for Kirsty Wark, her choice of an 
open-top car might yet appear in the new 


museum, as Saab has (old the management 
it would he prepared to dismantle one and 
build it again to gel it into the building. 
Ms Wark justified her choice to the news- 
paper Scotland on Sunday, saying: “The 
thing is. when you reach the far side of 4(1 
you look a bit silly in a sports car. but in 
an open-topped Saab you can run around 
until you arc 85. I’m also a shoe fetishist. 
so J would have lo have a pair of Converse 
trainers, not the boots, and in the origi- 
nal putty-white not all these new-fangled 
colours. I’m going to be labelled as some 
kind of lag-hag, but Converse is part of the 
classic American culture which I thrive on.” 


Independent spirit keeps British pop on a high note 


The British and American film 
industries havebeen boosted 
this year by the majors invest- 
ing in so-caQeif independent 
film makersTThe music indus- 
try could hroad^ bejsaid to have 
done ffiesame-thing- • 

When the big labelsinvest- 
ed in indie bands such as Oa- 
sis and Bluranddetided to call 
them Britpop they .sparked a 
new wave of album-buying in a 
public that boaiise of dance 
music had got otyt -of the habit 
of having TOckVrofl heroes. 

While Blur were reinventing 
themselves widr-lheir epony- 
mous afotnn; .'Oasis’s Tnnch- 
hvpedi&MreNwwasnot met 
with great critical approval. . 

So, this year, for Oasis and 
Blur read The Verve and Ra- 
diohead. Both bands have the 
most- nominations from 
aborted critics for best album 
- Urban Hymns and OK Com- 


NME 


Best albums of the year. 
(.Spiritualized: 

Ladles and Gentlemen We Are 
Floating in Space 
2 Radiohead: 

OK Computer 
3. The Verve: 

Urban Hymns 
4..Primal Scream 
Vanishing Point 
5 . Superfurry Animals: 
Radiator . 


M1XMAG 

Dance music albums 
erf the year 

I. The Chemical Brothers: 
Dig Your Own Hole 
2 Reprazenc 
New fio/ms 

3. The Prodigy: 

The Fat of the Land 

4. Daft Punk 
Homework 

5. Etienne De Crecy 
Presents: 

Super Discount 


THE FACE 

Albums of the Year 

I. Daft Punk: 

Homework 
2 Radiohead: 

OK Computer 

3. The Verve: 

Urban Hymns 

4. Missy Elliotn 
Supa Dupa Fly 

5. Spiritualized: 

Ladies And Gentlemen We Are 
Rooting fri Space 


MELODY MAKER. 


Readers' poll best LP 
of the year 

1. Radiohead: 

OK Computer 

2. The Verve: 

Urban Hymns 

3. Oasis: 

Be Here Now 

4. The Prodigy; 

The Fat of the Land 

5. Superfurry Animals: 
Radiator 


QJAA GA21N8 

Readers' poll top five albums 
of all time 


i . Radiohead: 

OK Gjmputer 
2 The Beaties: 

Revolver 

3. REM 

Automatic for the People 

4. Scone Roses: 

The Stone Roses 

5. Nirvana: 

Nevermind 
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putcr respectively - and both 
were commercially successful. 

While album of the year is 
of course a matter of taste, that 
taste in 1997seems to be dic- 
tated less by your membership 
of a musical tribe. Instead con- 
sensus reigns over most of the 


lists for best album. 

And this does not mean that 
the guitar bands have seen off 
dance music. 1997 was the year 
when everyone went clubbing 
and James Palumbo's empire at 
the Ministry of Sound stretched 
into politics and the media. 


Rather the musical consen- 
sus dictates that faceless dance 
music compilations in their 
myriad forms rest happily in CD 
collections next to lhe 
“Oxbridge guitar rock” of 
Radiohead. 

Indeed The Prodigy's 


rock/dance music crossover al- 
bum The Ftii of The L ami is ev- 
idence enough that rather than 
being dedicated to dance mu- 
sic or guitar hands British tastes 
in 1997 encompassed both. 

Certainly, the fact that the 
complex synthesiser-generated 


dance sounds of Reprazent (by 
the DJ Roni Size) unexpected- 
ly won the Mercuty Music Best 
Album prize suggests that in 
Britain, at least, there is no 
shortage of new ideas about 
what constitutes mainstream 
music. 




Best of British: Albums by The Verve (top) and 
Radiohead gained critical and commercial success 
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Brooklynites 
rue day the 
Big Apple 


took a 

New York City is today 
commemorating the 
'consolidation' of 
I January 1898, when it 
expanded its borders to 
embrace Queens, Staten 
Island and Brooklyn. 
Overnight, it became the 
world’s second largest 
city after London. But, 
as our correspondent 
discovers, there are 
some who still believe it 
was ail a huge mistake. 

Ken While remembers when 
Brooklyn lies could walk the 
waterfront by its bustling ship- 
ping piers and recognise one an- 
other “from the hacks of their 
heads 10 paces away”. He re- 
calls summer days when he 
and the other boys would 
skinny-dip under the Brooklyn 
Bridge, “waving naked at the 
tourisL boats". 

Those times are long gone. 
High chain-link fences block all 
access to the water and the piers 
are empty now. dark skeletons 
that have partially collapsed 
into the East River, their pilings 
rising from the water like rot- 
ting teeth. “There is no sense of 
neighbourhood here any more.'’ 


BY DAVID 
USBORNE 

says Mr White, over breakfast 
in the Coffee Shop on Atlantic 
Avenue. “All that's gone". 

Historians could debate for 
years the reasons for the decline 
of Brooklyn: the decline of its 
shipping heritage to the evap- 
oration of its industrial base and 
even the departure to the West 
Coast of its beloved baseball 
team, the Dodgers. But Mr 
White. 65, a retired ware- 
houseman bom directly under 
the famed brown-brick Brook- 
lyn Bridge, is clear about the 
main culprit: Manhattan. 

It is 100 years ago today that 
the then New York City, con- 
sisting only of Manhattan and 
a portion of the Bronx, made 
a wild landgrab. absorbing 
Queens. Staten Island and all of 
whaL until the night before, had 
been America's fourth largest 
city and one of its proudest: 
Brooklyn. 

The annexation, first pro- 
posed 30 years earlier by An- 
drew Haswell Green, in a stroke 
raised Gotham's population 
from 2 to 3.4 million and in- 
creased its land area from 44 
square miles to 300. 

Thus, it vaulted itself lo be- 


bite 


coming America's biggest city 
- eclipsing Chicago - and the 
second largest in the world, 
overtaking Paris and coming 
second only to London. 

Today, and throughout the 
year, special celebrations will 
mark the so-called “consolida- 
tion" that gave birth to New 
York City as we still know iL 
Rudolph Giuliani, re-elected 
mayor last November, will hold 
inauguration parties in all five 
boroughs today. In the months 
ahead, there will be lectures, 
museum exhibitions and a cen- 
tenary concert in Central Park. 

If Manhattan is your view- 
point especially lower Man- 
hattan where Will Street is 
showering wealth like never 
before, there is assuredly rea- 
son to give thanks. Assume 
that the purpose of consolida- 
tion was to establish New York 
as a hub for all of the Western 
hemisphere if not of the whole 
world - financial, mercantile 
and cultural - then you must 
conclude it paid off. 

Imagine, says Kenneth Jack- 
son. chairman of the history 
department at Columbia Uni- 
versity. what might have befallen 
the city otherwise. “Just a bunch 
of tall buildings in a tiny 
city wouldn't be the same 
image.” he suggests. “It's helped 
that it has this gargantuan 
size". 

Similar enthusiasm is voiced 
by the historian Robert Caro. 
“Consolidation is a tame word 
for such a magnificent mo- 
ment." he waxed. “What we're 
celebrating is the moment the 
city received critical mass. It's 
the definitive moment in the his- 
tory of New York. By bringing 
together together the five bor- 
oughs in one instant, this 
became the greatest city in the 
New World”. 

In Brooklyn, sentiments are 
slightly different. While Brook- 
lyn shares in some of the cur- 
rent fortunes of the city at 
large, such as fast-falling crime 
rates, it knows as well as any 
other borough how wide the gap 
has recently become between 
New York’s rich and poor. Un- 
employment in the borough is 
at 1 0 per cent, one of the high- 
est rates in all of the country. 

Most residents still remem- 
ber consolidation as the “Great 
Mistake”, that was opposed at 
the time by preachers and by its 
once-mighty newspaper, the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. Among 
the concerns then expressed was 
that the union with Manhattan 
would open Brooklyn to an in- 
flux of Manhattan's immigrant 
hordes that would for ever 
change its character. .As, in 
fact, it did. 

Brooklynites, none the less, 
voted in favour of the merger 
in an 1894 referendum, large Iv- 
in the hope of drawing on Man- 



High jinks: For a century, Brooklyn has been In the shadow of Manhattan's skyscrapers Photograph: Hulton Getty 


haitan's tax revenues to erase 
city* debt. But they did so by the 
slimmest of margins - 65,744 to 
65.467. 

“What happened is that City 
Hall [in Manhattan] instead 
took everything out of Brook- 
lyn and gave nothing back." 
(aments Mr White. “They used 
our income to improve 
Manhattan”. 

Other, more famous Brook- 


lyn natives would agree. “Man- 
hattan's w'ealth has been a 
curse to Brooklyn," Fred 
SiegeL an author and histoiy 
professor at the Cooper Union, 
told the New York Times this 
week. “It’s like a rich gravy that 
covers Lhe failure of the food 
below”. Brooklyn's absorption 
into New York meant it gave up 
trying to stand alone and be- 
came dependent on hand-outs. 


“An independent Brooklyn 
would have had lo develop 
the economic assets of its cit- 
izens,” Mr Siegel argued. “But 
instead it had become an ob- 
ject of pity - an opportunity for 
rich Manhattanites lo demon- 
strate their generosity' hv pro- 
viding welfare and social 
programmes” 

At a recent gathering at the 
New York Citv Museum, where 


the oUO-page charter that es- 
tablished the new. enlarged 
metropolis will be on display for 
Lhe rest of the year, the borough 
historian of Brooklyn. John 
Manbeck. offered this tartly- 
phrased birthday message: 
“In the words of Dodgers 
fans. ‘We was robbed". Happy 
Anniversary to New York City 
from the forgiving people of 
Brooklyn". 


DC rejoices as 
Clinton learns to 
love his capital 


With the appointment of 
a new chief executive 
and evidence of fresh 
interest from the White 
House, Washington DC 
is at a turning point. 

Mary Dejevsky asks 
whether this much- 
maligned city, which 
combines some of the 
most elegant town 
planning in the United 
States with some of the 
country's most hopeless 
ghettos, could finally 
change for the better. 

The last month of the old year 
was a kaleidoscope of activity for 
the (JS capital. Just before 
Christmas, the city named an ag- 
gressive, no-noDSense Texan, 
Camille Barnett (aka tbe Drag- 
on Lady), to be chief executive. 
Seen as highly competent, high- 
ly intelligent, but less than diplo- . 
mafic, Ms Barnett bas ruffled 
feathers in previous appoint- 
ments and is deemed quite ca- 
pable of doing the same again. 

Less than two weeks before 
that announcement, the Met- 
ropolitan Baptist Church in 
north-west Washington had wel- 
comed an unaccustomed speak- 
er to its Sunday morning 
service: the President of the 
United States. It was Bill Clin- 
ton’s second foray into the run- 
down hinterland of the White 
House in less than a week - the 
first was to the opening of the 
gleaming new MCI sports sta- 
dium - and the proximity of the 
two outings, each one a rarity 
for an incumbent president, 
was widely remarked upon. 

Hopes for an upturn in 
Washington's fortunes have 
been raised before, of course, 
only to be dashed. The scale of 
dereliction in all points east of 
the centre is such that if it were 
just another big American city, 
it would have been given up for 
lost long ago. Equally, say many 
who left for the suburbs out of 
despair, another mayor, anoth- 
er council might have yanked the 
city up by its bootstraps. 

In recent years, the whites 
blamed the black mayor and his 
entourage for bad management 
(and worse). The blacks blamed 
federal meanness and the “white 
Bight” beyond the city boundary. 
They voted “their" mayor right 
back in. despite a drug convic- 
tion earal while in office - and 
the whites fled some more. 

The opening of the MCI 
Center, a 20,000-sealer stadium 
and entertainment centre, is one 
reason why Washingtonians 
have started tentatively to hope 
again. A soaring construct of 
stone and glass that beams like 
an alien spaceship in the win- 
ter dusk, the stadium has been 
hailed with astonished delight 
as something little short of a 
miracle. 

There is amazement that 
anyone, least of all the million- 
aire owner of the local basket- 


ball and ice-hockey teams, Abe 
Pollin, should have wanted to 
build anything in the ruins of 
central Washington. There is fur- 
ther amazement that tbe project 
was approved and built in just 
two years, amazement all over 
again that an almost capacity 
crowd of 20,000 braves the 
questionable neighbourhood 
mid the public transport system 
a couple of times a week to 
attend the games. 

The beleaguered mayor, 
Marion Barry, has taken some 
of the credit. With the pleasantly 
surprised air of someone used 
to taking blame, he says: “Abe 
said he wanted to build an are- 
na. but he wanted me to keep 
him from being bogged down in 
red tape. 1 did that.” 

President Clinton’s decision 
to attend the opening was as un- 
expected as Mayor Barry’s 
semi-modesty. Presidents of re- 
cent memory have tended to 
leave the city to its problems, 
perhaps they did not want to ap- 
pear to interfere in someone 
else’s - the elected council's - 
business, perhaps because they 
preferred not to be associated 
with such evidence of abject fail- 
ure as Washington's downtown 

He recently received a group 
of local councillors and busi- 
nessmen. He has offered federal 
government help to repair run- 
down schools and train the 
city's unemployed for govern- 
ment jobs. More to the point, be 
was not rebuffed. “For 200 years 
nobody has paid a hill of beans 
worth of attention to the District 
[of Columbia],” said one coun- 
cillor. And here you have the 
President of the United States 
... saying: Tell me what you 
think the problems are. 1 want 
to do something to help you. I 
think that's significant as hell'." 

Not everyone agrees. There 
is continuing resentment at 
what many coundDois see as the 
federal “takeover” of the dty, 
after Congress approved the ap- 
pointment of a federal control 
board to oversee many dty de- 
partments this summer in 
recognition of the city’s dire 
slate. Ms Barnett's appoint- 
ment has also been far from 
welcomed. Some resent her 
because she is an outsider oth- 
ers because she is white. 

Most of all, though, the dis- 
senters object to the very idea 
of a chief executive. Ms Barnett 
answers to the control board. 
She has also to cooperate with 
Mayor Barry and the council. 
Doing both is a balancing act 

No one should get carried 
away with the idea that a go- 
ahead new Washington, foil of 
peace and harmony, is at hand: 
restoration projects lag behind 
schedule, and between the new 
stadium and the White House 
there are still streets where 
groups of idle young men lurk 
menacingly in the shadows. But 
the season is for optimism - 
there is already talk of Wash- 
ington's Olympic prospects for 
2012. and if New York and 
Chicago can revive themselves, 
why not the capital? 
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Cooker Hood Filters 


only £6.95 a pair (inc p&p) 


The* supCT value Goober Hood Filters fit all 
standard sired cooker hoods and arc able to be entj 
to the required sire, if necessary. They are made 
from llXFi polyester fibre and with no chemical 
additives. One side has an open surface for 
pre-filtering larger fatty particles and the other 
side tu* a finer fleece for Ulterior the minute 
panicles from ite air. 

The Hirers will eliminate all unpleasant smells 
and odour, associated with cooking and frying 
due lo their emstmetion. They will mdicale when ! 
they need (o be changed by the printing cm the 
surface changing colour. 
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Fie Grier Hood Filter measmes 22 /:" x IS /.-" 
and tire set comes complete with two filters and a pair 
of disposable gloves for handling the dirty /liters for 
only £h.Q5 including delivery and VAT. 

HOW TO ORDER 

Pill in theowpm in BLOCK C VITALS and send n wthir 
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THE INDEPENDENT COOKER HtX© FILTER OFFER. 

T OSTERLEY VIEWS. WEST PARK ROAD. 
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phone 0181 571 0900 ! e 
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Stars urge Indians to come dean over taxes 


India’s tax collectors last 
night celebrated their 
most lucrative new year 
ever, as thousands of 
defaulting tax payers 
rushed to take 
advantage of an income 
tax amnesty that 
finished at midnight. 

Peter Popham assessed 
the conversion rate in 
New Delhi 

More than 75,000 people de- 
clared their previously undis- 
closed income in the past six 
months, netting the Income 
Tax Department nearly £900m 
in tax on £2.9bn of income. 

The Voluntary Disclosure 
of Income Scheme (VDIS) was 
the most ambitious of half a 
dozen that have been staged, 
and ran for six months. Until 
late November, the apathy was 
overwhelming. Then suddenly, 
following a series of powerful 
advertisements featuring fa- 
mous figures from sport and 
showbusiness. and alarmist 
magazine articles about the 
government's new data col- 
lecting powers, the trickle 
turned into a flood. 



Kapil Dev? Paying taxes is 
like sound cricket technique 


Last week, it was announced 
that the highest single declarant, 
in Hyderabad had owned up to 
assets of more than £S9m. on 
which he had paid the stipulat- 
ed 30 per cent tax (the lowest 
rate ever). People were declar- 
ing their fathers' Swiss bank ac- 
counts. Factory owners whose 
businesses had been held in the 


names of their security guards 
were coming clean. Even one or 
two multinational companies, 
which had evaded tax by par- 
tially paying their employees' 
salaries abroad were owning up 
to their misdeeds. 

From a European perspec- 
tive. the amounts of income tax 
collected in India have been pre- 
posterously smalL Out of a 
population of more than 950 
million, only 12 million - 1.26 
per cent - are assessed for tax 
or file tax returns, and of that 
number only 12,000 earn more 
than f 15.000 per year. Many of 
India's most glaring problems - 
its crumbling hospitals and woe- 
ful education system, for ex- 
ample-stem from the poverty 
of its public finances. Even af- 
ter the end of the VDIS. two- 
thirds of working Indians - the 
farmers - pay no income tax at 
all. But it is arguable that this 
year's amnesty marks a water- 
shed in people's attitude to 
coughing up. 

Until now. not paying, and 
not feeling bad about not pay- 
ing. have been the norm at all 
levels of society. An engineer 
earning more than £5,000 a year 
- a very healthy salary here - ex- 
plained why. “Until recently, the 
highest rates of tax were ab- 


surdly high," he said, “as high 
as 80 or 90 per cent. People 
didn’t pay because the govern- 
ment was seen to be pouring 
money down the drain. They 
would say, why should I pay 
when no one else bothers? 
We’ve been waiting for good 
government and for other peo- 
ple to take the initiative before 
we started paying." 

Nobody is claiming that the 
quality of government has im- 
proved dramatically. But a new- 
ly amended clause in the 
income Tax Act requiring res- 
idents of 12 major cities who ful- 
fil at least two of four criteria 

- owning a flat, a car or a tele- 
phone, or travelling abroad - to 
file tax returns. And to en- 
courage compliance, the In- 
come lax Department has been 
gathering data on high spenders 

- through the telephone mo- 
nopoly, international airports, 
car finance and leasing com- 
panies, the Cellphone Opera- 
tors’ Association - and feeding 
the data into the department's 
computers in Mumbai 

They gave defaulters until 31 
December to come forward. 
From today, dramatic enforce- 
ment action will commence, 
with 300 per cent fines and jail 
sentences for the guilty. 


The government seems lo 
have grasped the fact that most 
people pay taxes because it is too 
difficult to do otherwise. But 
they have sugared this dis- 
agreeable truth with a coating 
of social morality. In a series of 
cannily conceived adverts, writ- 
ten by Ogflvy and Mather and 
a local company, popular icons 
spelled out why paying taxes 
matters. 

Classical musician Ustad 
Amjad Ali Khan said: “We 
need to start seeing taxes as a 
kind of donation to a good 
cause. I tend to see taxes as an 
offering towards the better- 
ment of society." 

The cricketer Kapil Dev of- 
fered an even sunnier analysis. 
“To me. paying taxes is like hav- 
ing a sound technique in crick- 
et," he said. “It helps you grow 
and slay in the game for a 
longer time. If you don’t pay 
taxes you are like people who 
come, make a few quick hun- 
dreds. without technique. And 
then, what happens? You go out 
tomorrow.’’ 

These may be unfamiliar 
notions to the majority of Indian 
citizens. But people are finally 
coming round to the idea that 
paying tax may be no more than 
plain common sense. 
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‘Who do I call, 
if I want to talk 
to Europe?’ 
Sniffed Kissinger. 
Between now 
and 30 June, the 
answer to that 
question will be 
Britain - and if it 
has any sense, 
America will be 
calling often 



Twenty-five years to th 
day after joining what 
was then called the 
European Economic 
Community, Britain 
today takes over the 
presidency of the 
European Union at a 
pivotal moment. Our 
correspondent assesses 
term during which 
history will be made. 

“Europe," Hemy Kissinger 
once sniffed, “Who do I calL if 
I want to talk to Europe ?” Be- 
tween now and 30 June, the an- 
swer to Thai question will be 
Britain - and if it has any 
sense, America will be calling 
often. For during that period 
the EU will take two steps 
which are crucial to its future: 
choosing the countries which 
will launch the single currency 
in one year's time, and opening 
negotiations to bring the former 
Communist nations of Eastern . 
Europe into the Union. 

. Outwardly, all is in place. 
The Whitehall Toacttine^ has- 
been gearing up for months for 
a piesidencywbose leitmotif will 
be “Europe. Working for the 
People". Already, on the Eu- 
rostar . platform at Waterloo 
station, the Prime Minister has 
unveiled a clpyinglv twee logo 
of 15 stars (pictured), painted 
by children from each of the 
radhber countries. For weeks 
now; British offirialshave been 
assiduously briefing on. how 
this presidency will set bn-, 
reaucracy aside to focus on is- 
sues that matter for ordinary 
Europeans - the war on crime 
and drugs, the environment 
and above all, jobs. 

Bui since he swept to pow- 
er eight months ago, promising 
a new spirit of co-operation and 


good will to return Britain to a 
rightful “leading role" in the 
building of Europe, Tony Blair 
has learnt that in EU affairs, 
words are one thing but deeds, 
not infrequently, another. The 
“people’s Europe" is all very 
well. However, the jockeying for 
position in the run up to the sin- 
gle currency and the feuding be- 
tween Greece and Turkey 
which sours the enlargement 
process, are perhaps better in- 
dicators of the realities. 

From next Thursday, when 
the Brussels Commission pays its 
traditional visit to the inco ming 
presidency country, Britain's six 
months in charge wiB be studded 
with weighty gatherings. Robin 
Cook wfll travel to Washington 
as Europe's official standard- 


BY RUPERT 
CORNWELL 


bearer. In alL in the first half of 
1998s British ministers and senior 
officials wflhchair more than 300 
meeting 

But . the one that matters 
most, when the finance minister 
decide in early May which cur- 
rencies are to be locked into the 
euro from 1 January 1999, takes 
place not in London but Brus- 
sels. And having ruled itself 
out of first-wave membership, 
Britain the president will be a 
mere bystander, albeit a most in- 
terested one - so interested in- 
deed that December's summit 
in Luxembourg nearly came 
to grief over Britain’s insistence 
that it be given formal observ- 
er status at Euro-X, the 
informal club of countries par- 
ticipating in the euro. 

In the end. a compromise 
was reached which saved Mr 


Blairs face but in practice en- 
dorsed the division between the 
11 likely euro "ins" and the 
“outs" (Denmark, Sweden and 
Greece as well as Britain). And 
on that day Labour's European 
honeymoon ended. EU leaders 
have recovered from the delight 
of discovering that after 18 
years, the Conservatives were 
finally out of office. In Lax- 
embourg, Mr Blair seemed a 
man who wanted to join the 
club without paying the mem- 
bership fees, gushing with sanc- 
timony and self-righteousness 
as he did so. 

But the opportunity re- 
mains. Attitudes in Britain are 
changing and hostility to the sin- 
gle currency is slowly ebbing. If 
the Gov ernment is sincere in its 
promise to join the euro “as 
soon as the time is right", then 
the next six months provide Mr 
Blair a splendid bully pulpit 
from which to sell the project 
to a public long brainwashed by 
Tory Euro-scepticism. 

But if the single currency 
steals the limelight- enlarge- 
ment may prove a far trickier 
longer-term problem. Britain’s 
immediate task is to launch for- 
mal negotiations with six coun- 
tries - Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary. Estonia 
and Slovenia from Eastern Eu- 
rope, and Cyprus. The sting in 
that roll call lies of course in the 
tail. So incensed is Turkey that 
divided Cyprus is on the A list 
while its own application has 
again been denied, that it 
threatens to boycott March's 
“European Conference" in 
London, devised by Britain as 
a permanent link between the 
15 current EU members, the 1 1 
applicants and the eternally 
spurned Turks. Keeping the 
Turks both happy and out. is a 
task which will strain even the 
Foreign Office's diplomatic 
arts. 


BRITAIN’S CONTINENTAL DRIFT 


1963: The first “Non" of 
President De. Gaulle ( - 
pictured) to British 
membership of the then 
European Economic 
Community.-- •: . . 

1967: The second De . . 

GauQe vetcv . 
l970:-Onder thenew 
Conservative government 
of Edward Heath, formal 

negotiations start for 
British accession. 

. 1973: After President . 

Pompidou fffes the french veto, Britain 
finally joins the EEC; 

1974/75: Harold Wilson conducts his 
promised “renegotiation" of the terms of 
-British entry,. ‘.i .T 
l97S: Refer^ndum on “renegotiation" 
produces a two-thirds majority in favour 
of continuing British EEC membership. 
»79: Margaret Thatcher becomes Prime 
Minister, vowing to reduce Britain’s large 
net contribution to the Community budget 
1984: Ma gg ie gets her money back, when 
the Fontainebleau summit adopts a 
formula fer-a British rebate. 

1986: Britain signs the Single European 
Act, spelling out more dearly than ever 
the “European Idea", and permitting 
some majority voting in the Council of 
Ministers. 



1990 (October): With the 
grudging consent of Mrs 
Thatcher, Britain belatedly 
joins the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (ERM). 

1990 (November): Mrs 
Thatcher is forced from 
power by s Cabinet revolt 
detonated by her 
European policies. 

1992 (February): Britain 
signs Maastricht Treaty on 
Europan Union, having 
secured various conces- 
sions indudipg an “opt out" on the Social 
Chapter. An acknowledged diplomatic 
triumph for John Major. 

1992 (September): Sterling is humiliatingly 
forced out of the ERM on Black 
Wednesday. 16 September. 

1993: Parliament ratifies Maastricht 
treaty. 

1997 (May): The new Labour Government 
agrees to sign up to the Social Chapter. 
1997 (October): UK and other H EU 
members sign the Amsterdam Treaty, suc- 
cessor to Maastricht and billed as a blue- 
print for political union. In fact, it fudges 
the vital issue of EU institutional reform. 
1997 (October): Gordon Brown 
announces Britain will not join the single 
currency at its launch, and almost certainly 
not until after 2002. 
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YOUR MOBEN KITCHEN 
CAN INCLUDE ALL THIS: 

INTEGRATED APPLIANCES 
RANGE OVEN 

FEATURE EXTRACTOR CANOPY 
BUTLER SINK & LUXURY TAPS 
SOLID WOOD WORKTOPS 
FORMICA 40 MM THICK WORKTOPS 
CORNICE MOULDINGS 
LIGHT BAFFLES 
WINE & PLATE RACKS 
QUALITY HANDLES & KNOBS 
APPLIANCE FACIA DOORS 
MATCHING ISLAND UNIT & WORKTOP 
MATCHING BREAKFAST BAR 
WICKER BASKET DRAWERS 
TONGUE & GROOVE PANELLING 

ALL FULLY GUARANTEED 
& INCLUSIVE OF VAT 


PLUS 

THIS WEEK 




10% OFF 

MOST KITCHENS 


iCMIK 

Examples of over SO types of built-in appliances 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE 

AND INSTALLED FREE' 

•wrais List price SITS 

Bos hob with posh button mmii rtkT 
control & pan supports. NUW Ko/ 


y-x.y 5:£-.f 
• 


WITH 
FITTING INCLUDED 


r. 


MOBEN 


Lit 




Neff B1420 list price .£435 

NOW £217 

feailk TKD701 

Integrated dishwasher 

12 place settings.it 

List price £559 

NOW £99 

"feaiik TKR601 

Brilt under integrated larder 
fridge 145 hr capacity.^ 

List price £459 

NOW £179 

Teaiik TKC231 

Deluxe fan oven & grill 
available in green. 

list price JE439 

NOW £210 


Qffon only apply to kitchen pardnat over C25O0, 
Only am of *adi type of appliance per order. 


VISIT THE MOBEN JANUARY SALE 
AT OVER 200 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 

For a free colour brochure and details of our free design service telephone 

0345 001122 

OPEN EVERY DAY INCLUDING NEW YEAR'S DAY' W0N-FRI I0.00AM-S.30PM SAT 9. 00 AIM-5. 30 PM SUN 10.00AM-4.Q0PJH 

’Except Scotland (Scotland Sunday lt.OOaai-5.OOpB} 


Krchwi sod aoplmnu! »«« on!* apfdy W fcnchen puriW oxer [3Qfl Only one oi cock ryja d epphome per otdot Hoif piin rei«rt to pris &a dated 24.11.97. Fiting customers no npqrxniiBrfc ntabk <» 

tl ImegralMi doas railoWB O earn cost No o&er rffen o^ly. ^ " "* ***'«■ 
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Beauty spots and carbuncles: the best and 





Top of the pops: Frank Gehry’s Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, ‘a genuinely postmodernist masterpiece* 

Dennis Gilbert/View 



Exquisite understatement: the Getty Museum, a discreet 
hill town overlooking Los Angeles J Paul G*ttr Trust 



Sandy Wilson’S new British Library: a long time coming but 
‘it’s actually rather good* 


worst of 1997 




misuse of craftsmanship as pastiche* 



The Millennium Dome in Greenwich: finally got the go- 
ahead - without the PVC fabric covering 
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Year of the River Thames: the Foster/Caro Millennium Bridge got 
the green light 


The new Tate Gallery Bankside 
or the Getty Museum in LA? 
What’s your favourite new design 
project? Non/e Niesewand asked 
leading British practitioners to 
award their brickbats and 
bouquets for the year. 

Sir Terence Conran 
My list of highs begins with the obvious: 
Frank Gehiy's new Guggenheim Museum 
in Bilbao can't fail to win gasps of awe and 
admiration, as we always knew it would; 
in contrast, the new British Library has been 
so long coming that. I think, we were all 
rather taken aback to discover that afier 
all this time it's actually rather good. 1 was 
heartened that the Millennium Dome was 
finally given the go-ahead and it's good 
to sec the Independent on Sunday keep- 
ing up the pressure with its “Dome 
Watch" column - we still can’L take its ex- 
ecution for granted. And what a way to 
end the year, with the appointment of the 
furniture designer Tom Dixon to Habitat 
- it will be fascinating to see where he takes 
the company. 

On a personal level I was thrilled by the 
reviews that we got at CD Partnership from 
the architectural press for Bluebird on the 
King’s Road and think that our Conran 
Shop and Orrery restaurant on Maiylebone 
High SLreet are equally exciting. 

As for lows. I'm depressed and appalled 
by the cynical design of speculative hous- 
ing in this country, cladding steel structures 
in reconstituted sione to look like Ed- 
wardian city banks - pretentious and 
pompous. 

Lucy Musgrave. elector of the Architecture 
Foundation 

Applause for the British Museum's resolve 
in upholding a 230-ycar record of free 
admission, along with the Tiite and other 
national institutions’ commitment to main- 
tain free entry. 

The Millennium Commission showed a 
terrible lack of courage with regard to the 
Cardiff Bay Opera House, exacerbated by 
awarding £27m to the scheme minus the 
winning Zaha Ha did design which was 
ditched last year. 


Lord Peter Melchett, executive director. 
Greenpeace UK 

The worst decision of 1997 was the Gov- 
ernment’s to coyer the Millennium Dome 
in Greenwich with a PVC fabric The best 
decision came a few months later when they 
decided to drop the PVC. 

Jan Kaplicky. architect at Future Systems 
The best of ’97 was seeing the B2 bomber 
flying over and landing. Beauty and func- 
tion at its best. The worst was the Wind- 
sor Castle conversion and restoration. 
Hideous, kitsch and a misuse of crafts- 
manship as pastiche- 

Fred Mansoa direct or of regeneration & 
environment Southwark Counal 
1 have thought about my architectural high 
point of the year and it is Tony Blair. Who 
else in 1997 invented a new building type 
- a People's Parliament? Examples will be 
built or created in Scotland, Wales and 
even London. The challenge he has set de- 
signers is to build a place that will demon- 
strate an egalitarian, inclusive approach 
to government. The further challenge for 
designers and artists is to find ways of re- 
flecting local and regional identities with- 
out being trite. 

My worst fear would be Tony Blair in 
a kilt for Scotland. 

Lord Rothschild, chairmon of the Millenni- 
um Heritage Lottery Fund 
Great stories such as the opening up of Som- 
erset House only happen once in a lifetime. 
The combination of tbe existing Courtauld 
paintings: the arrival of the new Gilbert Col- 
lection in the South Block; the opening up 
of tbe river terrace which boasts some of 
the finest views of the Thames in London; 
and the plans to dear the courtyard to cre- 
ate a huge open-air venue for concerts and 
the possible broadcast of arts events on a 
giant screen will help to open up one of 
London's finest public buildings. With 
these new dimensions this largely forgot- 
ten building will now be returned to the cen- 
tral pla'ce it once held in the nation's 
consciousness. 

As chairman of the Heritage Lottery Fund 
Lord Rothschild has declined to nominate 
the hoth until he relinquishes his post on April 
I. 1997. 


Eva Jiricna, architect at one of only two 
architectural practices invited to design the 
exhibition content in the Millennium Expenerice 
at Greenwich 

I was pleased that they decided not to 
charge for entrance to the British Museum 
which will have a knock-on effect on gal- 
leries and museums nationwide. It's criti- 
cal to keep the doors open. 

The worst decision was Harringey 
Council's to refuse planning permission for 
the building of Ron Arad's Amiga house in 
Hampstead - a shame, too, that the anti- 
campaign had been championed by another 
architect, John SieferL 

Lord Gowrfe, chairman of the Arts Council 
My equal favourite buildings this year are 
the Richard Attenborough Centre for Dis- 
ability and the Arts in Leicester by Bennetts 
Associates (and I declare an interest as it 
was supported by the National Lottery 
through the Arts Council of England) and 
the exciting turn of the tide in favour of 
Sandy Wilson's new British Library. The dis- 
asters along the way should not in my view 
be laid at the door of the architect. 

The unquestioned worst is the xefacing 
of Richard Seifert's Royal Garden Hotel m 
Kensington. 

Richard CaJvocoressi. keeper. Scottish 
National Gallery of Modem Art 
Three cheers for the award by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund of over £400m since 1995, 
totalling an astonishing £21 Sm to museums 
and galleries up and down the country - 
large and small, national, regional and 
local - enabling them to realise long- 
cherished capital projects and to acquire 
objects for their collections which en- 
hance our cultural life. 

I am apprehensive about the successful 
application by Glasgow Gty Council to re- 
lax conditions on lending works in Sir 
William Burrell's bequest - a principle has 
been overturned which will send worrying 
signals to potential benefactors of our 
museums and galleries. 

Michael Craig-Martin, artist and trustee of 
the Tate Gallery 

For now: Frank Gehiy’s Bilbao Guggenheim, 
one of the great buildings of the late 20th 
century. Extraordinary that the Guggen- 


heim Foundation has commissioned two ar- 
chitectural masterpieces in which to show 
its art collection and exhibitions (the oth- 
er is the Frank Lloyd Wright building in 
New York), both of which arc problemat- 
ic for showing art. For the future: Herzog 
and- DeMcuron's Tate Gallery Bankside. 
Planning is more or less complete and build- 
ing work has commenced on this immense 
project to house the Tate's modem inter- 
national collection. The first great build- 
ing of the 21st century, designed from tbe 
outset to create the best and most varied 
circumstances for showing art, opening in 
March 2000. 

The worst: the Victorian Fairies show at 
the Royal Academy. 

Professor Will AEsop. architect 
For me the Guggenheim Museum by Gehry 
in Bilbao must rate among the best of the 
year. I have not heard one had comment 
on it and it will surely be one of the great 
attractions and points of interest to an 
otherwise rather lacklustre city, it is in- 
teresting to speculate how the new Tate at 
Bankside will perform as an architectural 
piece when it is complete. I tend to think 
it will not, and that yet again London has 
missed a major opportunity due to Man- 
agement-Driven Millennium Mediocrity. 


Come on London - do it. ft - that is, ar- 
chitecture as completed by a master - will 
not kill people. 

The worst (among the many terrible) 
must be the next phase of the development 
at Hammersmith Broadway which is dull, 
badly designed and offers nothing to that 
part of west London. Ir is still no easier 
to use as a pedestrian than it has been ever 
since the Hammersmith flyover was first 
constructed. I fall to understand why the 
Royal Fine Arts Commission and English 
Heritage, which spend hours making life 
difficult for good modem architects and 
visionary clients, seem to turn a blind eye 
and maintain silence on such rubbish. 

Professor Christopher Frayling rector. Roy- 
al College of Art 

Frank Gehiy’s glass and titanium Guggen- 
heim Museum in Biibao - a genuinely post- 
modernist masterpiece, with scarcely a 
straight line in sight and a thrilling rela- 
tionship with the city and its river. In the 
UK, the beginnings of a series of ambitious 
and visionary projects made possible by the 
National Lottery - of which the Tate Bank- 
side and the Baltic Flour Mills are the grand- 
est - and which wilL over the next few years, 
transform the landscape of contemporary 
visual art and open it up to new publics. 


The worst was the tabloid reaction to 
the Sensation exhibition at the Royal Acad- 
emy and the Channel 4 studio discussion 
"Is Panting Dead?" which followed this year s 
Turner Prize: the former reduced public de- 
bate about art to a series of one-word an- 
swers, while the latter made me despair 
about the parlous state of contemporary art 
criticism. Our young artists - and especially 
our painters - deserve much better. 

lain Tuckett, director. Com Street Communi- 
ty Builders 

It was the year when the River Thames at 
last received the attention it deserves. Lif- 
schuiz Davidson's Hungerford Bridge walk- 
ways and the Foster/Caro Millennium Bridge 
both got the go-ahead, and John Prescott 
announced his determination to create a 
proper riverbus service. But the most 
magical moment for me was at sunset on 
14 September when Jade Kindar-Martin and 
Didier Pasquetre, both in their twenties, 
crossed the Thames on a one-inch wide steel 
wire strung 150ft above the river. Witched 
by tens of thousands of people on tbe em- 
bankments. bridges and foreshore, tbe two 
artists for a moment transformed the ge- 
ography of the city and showed the possi- 
bilities of an annual Thames Festival for 
winch this was the launch event. All cred- 
it to organiser, Adrian Evans, and his team 
of engineers, canoeists and production staff 
who managed to persuade all those agen- 
cies and authorities we pay to keep the city 
working “normally" to disrupt the traffic, 
just briefly, to allow this magical event to 
be shared by so many. 

Michael Wilford winner of the Stirling Prize 
/or Architecture and architect for the Lowry Cen- 
tre in Salford for the M/Henmum 
First, and most interesting for architects in- 
volved in designing new museums, was the 
recent opening of the Frank Gehry Guggen- 
heim Museum in BQbao and the opening of 
the Getty Museum in Los Angeles in De- 
cember. They represent opposite polarities 
in terms of current museum design. The 
Guggenheim in a kind of residual location 
on the edge of the city expressing grand dis- 
play in terms of its exterior form which peo- 
ple might consider as being bigger than tbe 
art it contains. Fantastic, massive, sculptural 
contrasts with the Getty discreet hill town 
overlooking Los Angeles. This used most- 
ly traditional forms and materials and in- 
side the gallery is almost corporate in its 
manner. The other intcreMing comparison 
between the two is that one would expect 
the hill town to have a hierarchy and struc- 
ture but all the buildings are given equal 
weight whereas the almost bizarre, over- 
the-top Guggenheim does have a hierar- 
chy. Art galleries will never be the same 
after Bilbao. It is a significant milestone in 
museum design. 

The bad news for architects involved in 
new public cultural buDdings is it is obvi- 
ous that the Lottery funding available fW 
major new an projects has now been 
spent and that future projects are likely to 
be smaller and more diverse in scale. 
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(Spot ourerrorsl) 
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Unusual Gifts 


FOR THE WESSON WHO THINKS 
THEY HAVE EVERYTHING 
PereonaBsed Hand Catted Beer 
tour amqiK^me4uce printed on 

No additives or preservatives 
pesbdde bee hops. 
ORDER now for Unique Gift 
liBOnrf BoWes £B.i»5 
(m pKsaitsboa pock) 

UK 4ftbr cervine £4.95 

lugton Brommry 

otsos 850367 



Musical Instruments 


BUfTHNEHS PIANO SALE- Open 
Today. S f gnWc ara HuducOons on 
Quality Upright and Grand 
Pianos. -For Unbeatable Prices, 
can us Free on 0800 0T8 0533. 
BHithnero, 8 Berkeley Square. 
London. Wl. 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor that special 
date. 1842-1987, most tides avaH- 
oWe. Ideal birthday flffl. Remem- 
ber When. Tbfc 0181-688 B323. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 520 000. 
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Nothing a spot of training couldn’t cure 


RE SOLUTI ONS 

jgjHJE TllSfe 8 jULY 1992 

:TRE PLACE:-THRJEE 
TQCATIONS IN NORTH 
LONDON ' 

Young, gifted and oh the way to 
top of the TV tree, David Aamnavitch 
“stumbled, and found himself in 
the foothills of the BBC 
sxrapheap. Would a management 
course set him back on the right 
-track? 

Like an arrow shot from the bow of a god, 
I had - for 15 years - ascended into the 
heavens of successful, professional man- 
. hood. Without realty thinking about it I bad 
been president of the National Union of 
Students, a researcher, then - in double- 
quick tune- a producer on the cerebral TV 
current affairs show Weekend World, and 
finally, in the line of ascent, at 33, tbe found- 
ing editor of a new politics programme for 
the BBC It was clear to me - as it seemed 
to be dear to the world - that I possessed 
unusual talents. Who knew how golden the 
future might not be? 

- 'And then, before reaching the strato- 
sphere, my tittle stick faltered, lost mom- 
entum and began slowly to sink to earth. 
IH spare you the institutional details. A mis- 
take here, a bit of bad luck there, and ap- 
proaching my 38th birthday ( was to be 
found in a broom cupboard in the BBC’s 
Westminster HO at MiDbank doing a job 
that no one really wanted done. Despite 
this, I couldn’tget out of ft. Worse, my im- 
mediate boss didn't like me, and had con- 
vinced himself of my uselessness. Word had 
spread. 

So. there 1 sat, wreathed in the fug of 
18 fags a day, alternately playing Nobun- 
aga’-S Ambition on the office PC, and deal- 
ing with the endless bickering about rotas 
and foreign trips that diverted the BBC’s 
troop of political correspondents from the 
simple truth that too many of them had too 
little to do. i was, for the first time in my 
life, depresed— and this depression was 
deepening. From unbearably arrogant I had 
swung dangerously towards emhhiered, and 
embittermeut is usually a terminal 
condition. 

Naturally, 1 was horrible ar home. Part- 
ners and babies are less superficial adjuncts 
of the real business of a man's life than they 
once were. The black dog Varied and 
yapped at those who suixoured it You only 
realty appreciate the .scale of a personal 
crisis like this when It has passed. Never- 
theless I understood that something rad- 
ical had lo be done. I needed to regain 
control of my destiny somehow. 

Redempdon.Scene 1. Anicotine-slained 
and fag-ash-strewn study somewhere in 
Kentish Tbwn. A pathetic-looking man 
enters, slouching. He.opens a drawer in a . 
desk and takes-something ouL Then, set- 
ting his weak jaw in a parody of_deter- 
mmation, he grits his yellow teeth, and tears 
the objecl - which We now see to be a 
packet of Silk Cut Extra Longs - in two. 
It is not (he first time that he has done this. 


the poor weak sap, but it turns out to be 
the last 

Redemption. Scene 2. 1 am now to be 
found in the office of the deputy director 
general of the BBC, an extraordinary, 
wedge-shaped Art Nouveau place, set in 
one half of the second floor of the prow 
of Broadcasting House. I have asked for 
this meeting to seek the DDG’s advice on 
what I should do next, and he has agreed 
to meet me. 

For a man under constant criticism, be 
is relaxed, his smile occupying much of the 
wide face under those big glasses. Thatcher 
has gone, and he has probably saved the 
BBC, and what can he do for me? Now, I 
know that I must not moan, sound nega- 
tive or attack my superiors in tbe organ- 
isation. If I do, he’ll just think that I'm yet 
another desperate misfit (which, of course, 
is exactly what I am) and HI be doomed 
to 20 years of sisyphean futility. So I talk 
about having been in the one job too long, 
and feeling that my talents might be bet- 
ter deployed ... and, absurdly, fed tears 
of frustration gather behind my eyes. 

if he notioes the wobble in my voice, the 
DDG does not acknowledge it After hav- 
ing heard me out courteously, be gently pre- 
scribes his own patent medicine - a 
management tr ainin g course. In his view, 
there is nothing wrong with most people 
that a good management training course 
cannot solve. He's been on several himself, 
and there are lots of different ones specially 
adapted for almost every situation. Why 
don't I call the nice people at management 
training, and fix myself up? At the very least 
it may help to clarity my goals. And - be 
doesn’t say - if anyone ever needed their 
goals clarifying, it's me. 

Redemption. Scene 3. The Ivy restaur- 
ant. This is where Alan Yentob ate back 
then, and may still do today. And my long- 
suffering partner had decided that the Ivy 
was the place where we would celebrate 
my birthday. At Spm we turned up between 
its posh portals and presented ourselves at 
the desk. 

“What name, madam?*' asked a suave, 
stint, dark young man with - 1 thought - a 
supercilious set to his thin mouth. “PowelL” 
Hie young man screwed up his eyes and 
searched the short list in front of him. “I 
am afraid we do not have a Powell,” he an- 
nounced. “But,” my partner protested, -you 
called me earlier today to confirm our 
reservation!” Suave searched once more. 
“Ah,” he said triumphantly, “but you then 
cancelled it You see? We have you down 
as having phoned in to canceL” Bewildered, 
my partner tried again. “Look I didn't cafl- 
Why should I? Could you look again?” 

Heaving a big sigh. Suave returned to 
his book. “Yes,” he said finally, “I think I 
see the problem. Some people called 
Power had a reservation which they can- 
celled, and your name was crossed off in- 
stead. Unfortunately all our tables inside 
are now taken, but I can offer you a table 
out here." He pointed at a couple of for- 
lorn, unlaid tables near the entrance. “It's 
the best we can do.” 

Up till this moment I had never argued 
with anyone in a restaurant. 1 had never 
sent anything back, or queried a bill, or re- 
fused to pay service even for the most tardy 
and incompetent waitering. But, that 
night, this is whar I said; 



“Last week my partner made a reserv- 
ation at this restaurant, and this afternoon 
it was confirmed. We have arrived here to 
discover that you have - in error - cancelled 
our table. At first you tried to suggest that 
it was she who had made a preposterous 
mistake. Only when she insisted, did you 
check, and discover that it was you who had 
been at fault. But even then you did not 
apologise. Far from it. Instead you offer 
us a windswept exile in the Siberia of your 
entrance hall, and you do it as though we 
should be grateful. But we are not grate- 
ful. I very much doubt w hether you would 
treat Alan Yentob in this way. Good 
night.” We swept out. .And I hadn’t felt so 
good far years. The Ivy's loss became the 
Spaghetti House's gain. 

Aftermath. 1 haven't tasted a cigarette 
for five-and-a-half > ears, and my lungs feel 
as if they have functioning alveoli again. 1 
have never returned to the Ivy Restaurant. 


but - should its owners read this - 1 am 
prepared to forgive over a free meal and 
a complimentary bottle of champagne. 
There will be fiv e of us at table. It's the least 
1 can Jo for Sarah and the children. 

.And I went on the training course that 
November. It was entitled ‘The Effective 
Seni> «r Manager" and was held over three 
Ja\s ji a country house in Surrey. Four of 
us. from different organisations, made up 
a little group in which wc discussed our past 
careers, our high points and low troughs, 
and talked about our strategies for the fut- 
ure -aJ! interspersed by peculiar topological 
diagrams i»n overhead projectors. 

As was the plan, this group met again 
four times in the new year to evaluate its 
progress, and to offer advice and support 
to each of its members. There was decent 
Angus, a former wing c»t mm under, now- 
bursar ul ,m Oxbridge college; Jim. a 
mercurial, brilliant and irritating engineer 


from British Rail, and Doug, production 
manager at a Midlands factory making plas- 
tic packaging. 

At our second meeting one thing be- 
came terribly clear to me. We were all fail- 
ures. Angus was - though he didn’t know 
it - loathed by the old-toy City interests 
who dominated the college financially. Jim 
was a hopeless manager. Doug, you just 
knew, would be sacked within the year. He 
was too conservative to adapt to develop- 
ments in packaging. 

Bui it was stolid Doug who suggested 
that I was trying to climb the wrong greasy 
polo. “You like talking and performing, you 
do." he told me. “Perhaps you should try 
that for a living instead." So 1 did. 


Tomorrow: writer Dea Birkett 
comes to terms with one of life’s 
thunderbolts 


I WISH THEY 
WOULD .. . 

Debbie Barham suggests how 
the great and the good could 
make themselves even 
greater and better in 1998. 

I will lose some of those excess 
pounds - Geoffrey Robinson 
I will not leave the tabic before every- 
one else has finished - Gerry Adams 
I will keep a diary every day 
-AJan Clark 

I will wear Lbe same shirt for more 
than one week running 

- Manchester United players 

1 wifi stop making such a song and 
dance out of trivial things 

- Lord Lloyd-Webber 

i will stop parking in disabled park- 
ing spaces - Harriet Harman 
1 will stop being horrible to tbe cal 

- Cherfe Booth 

I will stop picking my nose ( from mail- 
order catalogues) 

- Michael Jackson 

1 will take up a sport of some kind 

- Tottenham Hotspur football 
team 

I will finally get around to putting 
those shelves up 

- head builder, British Library 
restoration project 

I will fry to get out more 

- anonymous I NLA member, 
speaking from top security jail 

1 will try to get out less 

- Mike Atherton 

I will be more decisive. Perhaps 

- Paddy Ashdown 

1 will learn to drive - Damon Hill 
I will spend more time away from the 
TV - Richard and Judy 
I will slop finishing other people's 
sentences 

- Judge Hiller Zobel 

I will buy at least one mind-expanding 
book - David Bfunketfs commit- 
ment to 1998 education funding 
I will behave more like an individual 

- memo: from Peter Mandelson, 
to: all Whitehall personnel, re: New 
Year’s Resolutions (urgent) 

I wifl stop treating people with sarcasm 
-yeah RIGHT -Jeremy Paxma/i 
I will start acting ray age 
-Joan Collins, accepting a part in 
‘Return of the Living Dead* 

1 will give more lime fo the kids 
-Jack Straw, on sentencing plans 
for young offenders 
If I win the lottery I wfll not let it 
change my lifestyle 

- Richard Branson 

I will give more money' to good causes 

- Chris Smith, Heritage Secretary 
I will completely cm out red meat 

- Jack Cunningham 

I will uy to make my demands clear 

- the Inland Revenue 

1 will stop talking on the job 

- Chris Evans 

1 will have a good spring-cleau 

- ethnic-cleansing groups in 
Afghanistan 

I will slop interfering with other 
people's business - Bill Gates 
J will not shout at people 

- The Rev Ian Paisley 

I will conquer my fear of appearing 
in public - Channel Five 


DILEMMAS 

I gave up smoking. Now it’s my husband’s turn 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Penny gaVe up smoking 
nine months ago. Her 
husband” also asmoker, 
has cut down tb five a 
day m the flat, out of 
consideration for her, 
but she and the children 
dislike the smell of 
smoke and argue that 
ft’s a health problem as 
well as a human one. 
They have no garden or 
balcony. What should 
Penny dof : 


Tm afraid that for Penny, as Elvis used to 
say, if she’s looking for trouble, she’s come 
to the right place. I'm a fanatical anti-anti- 
smoker, and feel that her demands are quite 
preposterous, particularly in view of tbe feet 
That her poor husband is already smoking 
barely, any cigarettes at all. 

Like all born-again non-smokers. Penny 
wants to control the world and bring every- 
one round to her views. It happens with 
born-again Christians, who are frightful 
bores, and it happens in the world of 
cigarettes, too. “Oh, the smell!” say the anti- 
smoking brigade, holding their noses, 
without realising that there are numerous 
anti-odour sprays around that would fix that 
immediately. Indeed, even a lighted candle 
will burn up any few fumes that there are. 
in the same way as lighting a match in the 
loo burns up unwanted pangs. Or, J Oh, but 
passive smoking kills!” they cry, without 
" looking at the evidence property and find- 
ing that, if it's examined property, it’s shot 
full of holes. What anti-smoking is all atom 
is control, and the smoker knows this and, 
rightly, gets angry. 

After all, if someone comes to your 
house and pollutes it with his incredibly bor- 
ing stories or stupid jokes, you don’t say he 
can come again onfy on condition that he 
keeps his trap shut; and if someone comes 
wearing a cheap, sickly scent, you don’t ask 
them to come again minus their perfume. 
If a disa bled person were to come round 
to Penny’s house and dribble throughout 
the meal, surety Penny would never say that 
he can only return if he slops dribbling. If 

someone is drunkenly argumentative, you 
either don’t ask them again, or you have 


u 

ny dog. Love me, love 
ig is, after ail, part of 


someone's personality, and the fact that it 
is a pan of their personality that Penny finds 
offensive is no reason to ask them to stop 
iL 

In Trollope's The Bin - We Live Now. the 
smoking Felix puts his finger on it when he 
says to his mother: “Some women swear 
they tike smoke, others say they hate it like 
the devil. It depends altogether on v. lie! her 
they wish to flatter or snub a fellow.” 

Penny is in the snubbing business, and 
no wonder her husband resists her moves 
to stop him smoking. After all, she was a 
smoker once, and she is hardly in a posit i< m 
to condemn him for his pleasures now. 

Even John Morgan, a non-smoker, in his 
Debrett’s New Guide to Etiquette and Man- 
ners. deplores the idea of pres enting people 
smoking at parties, on the grounds that 
ponies are a kind of stew that needs all kind 4 , 
of different ingredients. Leave one oul and 
the recipe doesn't necessarily work. 

I suspect there is some kind of hidden 
aeenda working here; either Penny is turn- 
ing into a control freak, or there is some- 
thing else about her husband that she is 
starting to dislike and she is pinning her 
haired of this on to his smoking. If he gives 
it up completely she will turn her eye to 
something else - the hairs in his nose, the 
way he coughs during television pro- 
grammes. his mild snoring. His smoking 
habits are the tip of a much larger iceberg 
- and intuitively he knows it. 

penny should remember who intro- 
duced ami-smoking (and. incidentally, 
veeeiarianism) to our society. None other 
than our old friend Herr Hiller. I rest my 
case. She should give her husband a break 
and let him carry on being himself. Let him 
smoke 20 a day. I say. With Lhe windows 
closed. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


He needs your help 

Penny's husband must he aware 
of what a nuisance ii is to have 
to smoke, and how much simpler 
and more enjoyable his life would 
be if he could stop. 

However, like must smokers, 
perhaps he believes that smoking 
really does something for him. 
and that in any case, he would find 
it impossible to give up - despite 
his wife's example. 

Both these beliefs are in fact 
myths that smokers use to hide 
their unwillingness to tackle the 

addiction. 

Penny's husband should try 
reading Allen Carr’s book. The 
Easy Miry to Stop Smoking, and. 
if that alone fails to do the triek. 
attend an E:is> Wav session. 
There arc clinics in m>*t parts ul 
the UK. 

Jim Trimmer. Richmond. Surrey 


Try the medical approach 

Remind your husband that you 
gave up smoking for health rea- 
sons. Passive smoking increases 
your risk of heart disease and lung 
cancer by 25 per cent. 

Define a bottom tine (ie no 
smoking inside the house) and 
stick to it. Love may he blind but 
it ain't stupid! 

(Or) Slav Marie 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire 

Think of the children 

This is a difficuk poser which 
highlights persona] rights along- 
side consideration for others. It 
also emphasises what can happen 
in a relationship if one person 
changes to a behaviour incom- 
patible with the behaviour of 
their partner. 

It is difficult to stop a smoker 
from smoking. Penny would like 


to enforce a complete ban on 
smoking in the house - justifiable 
on health and human grounds - 
but her husband has rights too. 
It is also his house, and he has a 
right to smoke there. 

Penny's husband has done 
well to cut down to fewer than five 
cigarettes a day. That is a con- 
siderable achievement However, 
there are also three children who 
dislike the smoke. Their needs are 
important too. It might be bet- 
ter if Penny’s husband smoked in 
a well-ventilated area, or in one 
particular room. It is possible to 
give up smoking, but he will do 
so only if he truly wants to. 
Nicholas E Gough, Swindon 

Learn to live with it 
If I were Penny’s husband, I 
would enlighten her to the fact 
that, although she may have 


admirably curtailed some risks to 
her physical health by giving up 
smoking, she should also have 
realised that she is at risk of dam- 
aging her emotional well-being 
with her lack of compromise and 
compassion towards him. 

Penny's husband should not be 
made to suffer for a pleasure she 
new dislikes, but once enjoyed. 

Short of suggesting a spell of 
marriage guidance counselling to 
get to the bottom of her dilemma, 
this lady should accept that her 
spouse has reduced his cigarette 
intake at home, and not yet pro- 
duced divorce papers - aod be 
rather more gracious about iL 
It takes a lot of guts to become 
an ex-smoker, it lakes even more 
to stifle the impulse to make it 
one’s responsibility to foist one’s 
fresh-breathed views on others. 
Lola E HatntiL Slough 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


This may sound neurotic. but I 
am already dreading the .summer 
because a neighbour a few Ji Kirs 
down plays her nuto loudly in 
the garden mosL afternoons. 
With this mild winter she has 
started playing it already, while 
she is sweeping up the le.oev 


and as the days grow longer I 
know ihc sound will gel louder 
and for longer periods, loo. She 
is a very aggressive person, so I 
daren't ask her to lum it down, 
and am thinking of moving. But 
then the same would probably 
happen wherever 1 am. Am I too 


sensitive ? I am getting obsessed 
about this. 

Hath 

Letters are welcome, and everyone 
who has a suggestion quoted wiU 
be sent a bouquet from lnierflora 
Send comments to me at the 


Features Department, 7 he Indep- 
endent', I Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL (fax: 
0171-293 2182), by Tuesday 
morning. 

.And if you have a dilemma of 
your own that you would like to 
share, please let me know. 
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Dorothy Stroud 


Dorothy Nancy Stroud, 
museum curator and author: 
bora London II January 1910; 
staff. Country Life 1930-41; 
staff. National Monuments 
Record 1941-45; Assistant 
Curator, Sir John Soane’s 
Museum 1945-84; MBE 1968; 
died London 27 December 
1997. 


Dorothy Stroud always struck 
me as two people, as the aptly 
titled Inspectress of Sir John 
Soane's Museum, in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, where for almost 40 
years she intimidated students 
of all ages, and the genial 
partridge-like figure whose life 
centred on Onslow Square and 
who enjoyed giving dinner to 
her friends and making fruitful 
introductions between them. 

Onslow Square, with its cul- 
tivated respectability, was of 
great importance to her, not 
least because it disguised the 
struggle of her life, which she 
hid from all who knew her. In- 


deed I always thought of her as 
a gallant person who deserved 
an easier path. Occasionally 
she would talk about her late 
teens when she was at Edgbas- 
ton High School, because cer- 
tain mid-Staffordshire people 
whom she had known then 
meant something to me. but she 
never mentioned her father or 
referred to any difficulties in her 
early life, although it seems that 
she always had to support her 
mother. 

There seems to have been no 
question of university, and at the 
age of 20 she started work at 
Couniiy Life in the Book De- 
partment. From there she 
moved to the Editorial Office 
to work as Christopher Hussey’ s 
secretary, and in a sense that 
opened the door for her. or 
rather she made it open for 
herself. She told Margaret 
Richardson, her successor as In- 
spect ress, that it was there that 
she started to write, first doing 
occasional book reviews and 
then a few articles; and she en- 


Danilo Dolci 


Danilo Dolci, educationalist, 
campaigner, writer and poet: 
born Sesana, Italy 28 June 
1924; twice married (two 
children, five adopted 
children); died Partinico, 
Sicily 30 December 1997. 


If we know anything about the 
dark, secretive world of the Si- 
cilian Mafia in the fust turbu- 
lent years after the Second 
World War, it is largely thanks 
to Danilo Dolci. This was a time 
when the island was in the grip 
of a vicious Cold War struggle 
between the interests of disen- 
franchised agricultural workers, 
and those of the landowners and 
the racketeers, who for reasons 
of political expediency - build- 
ing a bulwark against the Com- 
munists and trade unions - 
found themselves co-opted by 
the Church and the Christian 
Democrat party. 

During these years the word 
“Mafia" never passed the lips of 
ordinary Sicilians, for reasons of 
cultural pride as weO as fear, and 
was profoundly misunderstood 
by the Italian intelligentsia. In 
an era when most Sicilians were 
illiterate and spoke nothing 
but dialect, language itself 
became a barrier that the 
mainland could not penetrate. 

Dolei's great merit was to 
live the Sicilian experience at 
grass-mols level, to conduct 
painstaking investigations into 



Dolci: answered to nobody 


living conditions, how power 
was devolved, and the creeping 
grip of criminality, and to com- 
municate these things through 
the considerable power of his 
writing and poetic sensibility. 
Along with his contemporary 
the novelist Leonardo Sciascia. 
he was instrumental in getting 
Sicilians to face up to the pe- 
culiarities of their own culture 
and society and inspiring them 
to fight for change. 

In the 1950s and 1960s. Dol- 
ci published a series of books 
( notably, in their English trans- 
lations. 7b Feed the Hungry, 
1955. and IKis/e, 196U) that 
stunned the outside world with 
their emotional force and the de- 
tail with which he depicted the 
desperate conditions of the Si- 
cilian countryside. He launched 
campaign after campaign, mod- 
elled closely on Gandhi's ex- 
amples of non-violence and civil 
disobedience, to secure such 
basic human rights as access to 
dean water and sewage. 

Dolci became convinced 
that the key to progress was 
through education, and set up 
his own study centre in Par- 
linico, the village in the Paler- 
mo hinterland that became his 
home. His pedagogical meth- 
ods. with their emphasis on so- 
cial awareness and cultural 
interaction, won him a world- 
wide reputation, and a small 
but ardent following at home 
that took his ideas, over the 


years, across Sicily and into 
mainland Italy. 

In many ways, Dolci was ide- 
ally placed to take up this 
ground-breaking, almost mis- 
sionary, role. He had Sicily in 
his blood from his father, but 
was bom at the other end of the 
country, near Trieste, to a 
Slovenian mother. He thus pos- 
sessed both insight into and dis- 
tance from Sicilian culture. 
After taking a degree in archi- 
tecture from Milan University, 
he travelled south almost by 
chance - following his railway- 
man father, who decided in 
mid-career to move back home. 

In Sicily Dolci was protect- 
ed to some degree by his in- 
ternational reputation, but 
nevertheless suffered humilia- i 
tioo after humiliation - less at 
the hands of Cosa Nostra than 
at the hands of the state au- 
thorities. Ernesto Ruffino, the 
Archbishop of Palermo who 
notoriously denied the exis- 
tence of the Mafia as late as the 
mid-l%0&. dismissed Dolci and 
his followers as besmirchers of 
Sicily's good name. In 1967, a 
triumvirate of powerful Chris- 
tian Democrat leaders reacted 
violently to his denuncations of 
their links to organised crime 
and succeeded in having him 
jailed for libeL 

Hie following year, an earth- 
quake devastated the Belice 
valley near Partinico and Dol- 
ci was underfire again, this time 
for embezzling overseas funds 
sent to help the victims. At the 
same time, some of his follow- 
ers accused him of excessive au- 
thoritarianism and left to set up 
their own educational centres. 

In an atmosphere as poi- 
soned as Sicily's, it is hard to 
fathom the truth of such alle- 
gations; whether to conclude 
that he did indeed think a lit- 
tle too much of himself, or that 
he was the victim of jealousies 
big and small that conspired to 
undo him. The smears certain- 
ly succeeded in pushing Dolci 
out of the limelight in his own 
country - for the last 20 years 
of his life he disappeared from 
public view. But he continued 
to be revered abroad, winning 
prizes for his poetry, and work- 
ing us a guest lecturer at uni- 
versities in the United States 
and Sweden. 

If anything, Dolci was a vic- 
tim of his excessive honesty, not 
his lack of it. He refused to an- 
swer to anybody and never 
joined a political party despite 
several invitations from the 
Italian Communist Party to run 
for office. Much of his life was 
lived through symbolic acts: his 
first wife, Vince nz inn Mangano. 
was the widow of a trade union- 
ist whom he rescued from 
penury and whose five chil- 
dren he adopted as his own. In 
the 1970s he rebelled against the 
siaie monopoly on broadcasting 
and set up his own radio station 
in Partinico in the face of stiff 
resistance from the police. 

His death has triggered a cu- 
rious mixture of reactions. 
While the chief anti-Mafia pros- 
ecutor in Palermo, Giancarlo 
Caselli, said Dolci was one of 
the people who gave him the 
keys to do his job. the national 
press gave him surprisingly 
short shrift, describing him as 
a historical curiosity whose 
work has long since been for- 
gotten. Danilo Dolci, it seems, 
is no less troubling a figure now 
than he was in those dark, 
illiterate days of the 1950s. 

- Andrew Cumbd 


joyed the life of the office, her 
vivid memories of its absurdi- 
ties and its characters still mak- 
ing her chuckle 50 years later. 

Shortly before the Second 
World Whr she began to collect 
material for a life of Capabili- 
ty Brown, a project in which she 
was encouraged by Hussey, 
who was just starting to write 
about 18th-century landscape at 
that time, his novel articles on 
Stourhead appearing in 1958. 

In 1941 she left Country Life 
to work with John Summerson 
in the newly established Na- 
tional Monuments Record, 
where she was supposed to 
look after Outer London and 
take record photographs on 
her brownie box camera, but 
they were limited by the short 
supply and cost of film. 

At the end of the war Sum- 
merson was appointed Director 
of Sir John Soane's Museum 
and he took Stroud as his in- 
spectress. the post and title 
laid down in the original foun- 
dation. It was no sinecure re- 


opening the museum, which 
meant unpacking and setting 
out again in their old places the 
diverse collections that hud 
been taken away for safety. .Anil 
for the next 39 years Dorothy 
Stroud saw her responsibilities 
as being those of an academic 
housekeeper rather than a cu- 
rator compiling catalogues. 

She ran the place on a day- 
to-day basis, typed all the letters 
on her own typewriter (typical- 
ly the museum never owned one 
throughout her time there), 
preserved JS. as she always re- 
ferred to him, from those she 
considered timewasters. and 
always made the Lea in the af- 
ternoon for them both and for 
whoever else she thought wor- 
thy of coming into his presence 
and drinking out of one of Mrs 
Soane's teacups; she also made 
the curtains in the museum and 
scrubbed the sarcophagus: and 
at holidays times always went in 
to feed the beloved museum ail. 

It was through her dedica- 
tion that the museum was kept 


g«nng«»n .i '•hi icMfing until she 
and Sir Ji*hn Summers. >n. a- he 
now was. finally retired (at the 
ages nf 74 and ?9> in I*W4. To- 
gellier they had kept it as die 
must atmospheric museum in 
Londtm. where one would not 
have been surprised to en- 
counter the other Sir John re- 
arranging the busts, and w here 
their only assistant, appointed 
in [971. was never allowed a 
Christian name, always being 
called Miss Scull, and never per- 
mitted to have coffee silling with 
them, but made to drink it stand- 
ing in the outer room. Sum- 
merson. it must he admitted, did 
take Dorothy Stroud for grant- 
ed. but it was her competence 
that gave him much of the free- 
dom to get on with his writing. 

If Miss Stroud was fierce 
with students, she was striel with 
herself, and all her own work 
was done away from the muse- 
um. her research on her days off 
and her writing mostly in the 
evenings, lucked up in bed. 
The vears from I75n to IS2l» be- 


came her period, first through 
writing ( 'apahiiity ( frown. That 
pre-war and Mill pioneer project 
was finally published by Coun- 
try Lift in 1950. then reprinted 
in 1957 and then rewritten for the 
Faber edition of 1975 in the light 
of the enormous amount of new 
material that had come to light 
in archives and on the ground. 

In 1961 she wrote the first 
post-war book on Soane, The 
Architecture of Sir John Soane. 
based on a analogue ruisonne of 
his work compiled lor the mu- 
seum between 1947 and 1957; 
in J9S4 she rewrote it for Sir 
John Soane. Architect ( revised 
by the museum in 1996). In 1962 
she published Humphry Rcpton. 
in 1966 Henry Holland and in 
1 97 1 (jet trge Dance. 

By the lime she retired, she 
did not have the energy to 
write any more, and also, part- 
ly through what she had written 
on Brown and Rep ton. Garden 
History had earned capital let- 
ters and her successors in the 
field of landscape approached 
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Stroud: less curator than academic housekeeper 


it through PhDs supported by 
batteries of footnotes. 

However, thanks to the gen- 
erosity of friends, she was able 
to do what she wanted most of 
all, to remain in Onslow Square 
until she died. The douds rolled 


in, and by the end it seems that 
she had forgotten that she bad 
written any books. But we will 
continue to need them — and 
hopefully she will remain a 
legend in Lincoln's Inn Irields. 

- John Comfort/) 
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or Brian Foss 


Brian' Matzard Foss, academic 
psydwlogwt: bom Whittlesey, 
^ Cambridgeshire 25 October 

?• | 9 J|; CBtturin Institute of 
j Experimental Psychology, 
Oxford 1948-SI; Lecturer, 
Birkbedc Cd06ge, London 
[9S1-H* Professor of 
Educafibnjd1*sycbology, 
(Dsdtut^^Jducation, .. . 
{'Ondoa 119^4-68; Professor of 
■JBedfortf College, 
B-85, Royal 
and Bedford New 
1985-87; died 
23 December 1997. 


iD^cviewed Jyy a former col- 
league spcweeks before- he died, 
Btibn Foss called psychology 
“lie racist wonderful subject- the 
bst edocaiion possible", thus 
happily endorsing his own choice 
of subject and career at the end 
oftheSecood World Wkr. 

Poss’s many publications 
rang ed far more widely than his 
peisonalreseairfi. covering such 
topics as human conflict, the 
junction oflaughter, the control 
of movemejat, and biology and 


art Interests relating to educat- 
ional psychology were reflected 
in publications on the develop- 
ment of moral attitudes and be- 
haviour, and on efficient learning. 

His range, his succinct prose 
style, his energy and his little- 
paraded but ever-present crit- 
ical acumen led to his shining 
success as an editor of scholar- 
ly but accessible psychological 
texts, notably, for Methuen, of 
The Determinants of Infant Be- 
haviour, volumes i-rv (1961 -68) 
and also, outstandingly, for 
Penguin Books, where New 
Horizons in Psychology - which 
was eventually translated into 
eight languages - was, in 1965, 
the first of the 70-odd psychol- 
ogy books to be published by 
Penguin under tus aegis. Under 
Foss's editorship, the current 
status of thinking and research 
in a wide range of areas was de- 
scribed in straightforward lan- 
guage by experts in their fields. 

Foss was the son of a 
Methodist minis ter. He went up 
to Cambridge to take a degree 
in Natural Sciences (Math- 




ematics and Physics), after 
which he entered military ser- 
vice. At the end of the war he 
was working in a Military Op- 
erations Research Unit whose 
director led him to explore the 
library of the National Institute 
of Industrial Psychology, the 
storehouse of research into hu- 
man performance. He then 
went to the Institute of Exper- 
imental Psychology at Oxford to 
take a Diploma in Psychology, 
the subject not being dignified 
by university with degree status 
until 1949, by which time Foss 
was a Junior Lecturer there. He 
proceeded to a Lectureship at 
Birkbeck College, followed by 
two Professorships, also at Lon- 
don University, the first in Ed- 
ucational Psychology and the 
second in Psychology: 

Foss’s research career de- 
veloped without pause for a doc- 
toral thesis, and, indeed, at a 
lime when a PhD, far from be- 
ing de rigueur. was often con- 
spicuous by its absence from 
the qualifications of the more 
illustrious academics. 


An early research interest 
was in human and animal imi- 
tation. Foss kept mynah birds in 
his room at Birkbeck College 
and their spontaneous repro- 
ductions of his telephone, and 
the sounds of motor cycles 
starting up outside, did as much 
as his experimental data to 
convince him that imitation 
was a form of learning not 
dependent on reward. 

Innovative investigations 
into the factors influencing in- 
fant development were funded 
by a series of grants, many for 
joint research within a special- 
ist neonatal unit set up at St 
Mary's Hospital, Paddington. 
Significant work examined the 
effects of maternal analgesics on 
neonatal behaviour, and of 
practice sucking on the feeding 
skills of pre-term infants. 

In 19S5, and as a conse- 
quence of the pressure to ra- 
tionalise the constituent schools 
of London Llniversity, it fell to 
Foss to supervise his depart- 
ment's transfer from Bedford 
College in Regent's Park to the 


renamed Royal Holloway and 
Bedford New College to Roy- 
al Holloway’s site at Egham. It 
is a tribute to his cheerful diplo- 
macy and his organisational 
skills that be delivered staff and 
students in good order to the 
prefabs that became their 
temporary home, and where 
teaching continued without in- 
terruption. When he retired 
two years later, be left a depart- 
ment poised to Lake advantage 
of the expansion in psychology 
as a university subject. 

Foss, an accomplished 
chairman, acted in that role 
from 1972 to 1978 for the Psy- 
chology Board of the Council 
for National Academic Awards 
(CNAA). entrusted with over- 
seeing the establishment of the 
many new degree courses to be 
offered by ihe polytechnics. 

He thought it important for 
psychology students to acquire 
skills as well as knowledge, but 
was not one to view psycholo- 
gy as entirely laboratory-base 
He looked to tackle the signif- 
icant if less amenable, questions 



Foss; Penguin psychology 

posed by behaving organisms, 
and to integrate the answers 
with the available information 
in the biological, evolutionary 
and neurological sciences. 

Brian Foss was a kind, sym- 
pathetic and discreet colleague, 
socially genial, outgoing and wit- 
ty, and the most adept of hosts. 
He could do conjuring tricks 
and was a legendary performer 
of psychological lyrics at the pi- 
ano. Some of his surplus ener- 
gy was devoted to gardening. He 
- also had - a deep knowledge of, 
and love for, serious music. 

- Mary J. Pickersgili 
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FAITH & REASO N 

Diana’s legacy to 
the nation for the 
New Year 


The public response to 
the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales and 
the scale of the 
electorate^ backing for 
Tqny Blair were merely 
symptoms of a deeper 
desire for change in 
British society. The 
New Year is the time 
for leaders of all faiths 
to harness that, says Dr 
Zaki Badawi, Principal of 
the Muslim College. 


I It is by looking to the past that 
I we prepare for the future. 
Two events dominated 1997. 
They also help us as a society 
consider the way forward in 
1998. The first is the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales 
whose sudden and gruesome 
end touched the hearts of peo- 
ple across the world. She was 
mourned in Cairo as in Cal- 
cutta, in Vienna as in Van- 
couver - and with such 
single-minded grief that in 
many countries the loss of 
Mother Teresa passed almost 
unnoticed. Britons changed 
the way they mourned: the 
millions of flowers offered in 
homage to her memory man- 
ifested an unsuspected well of 
feelings which were clearly re- 
ligious though many people in 
our secular society did not 
recognise that 

The second event was the 
arrival of a Labour govern- 
ment with such an over- 
whelming majority. Few 
doubted that the Conserva- 
tives would lose - after all, they 
have been attempting suicide 
for the past decade or so. But 
the extent of their defeat re- 
flected something of the qual- 
ities of probity, firmness and 
fairness which the voters saw 
in Tony Blair. It .was the 
year when ordinary people 
articulated a profound dis- 
satisfaction with the way 
things were. 

Of course there was not 
change everywhere. The glim- 
mer of hope for peace in 
Northern Ireland is threat- 
ened by an ever-present vi- 
cious cycle of feuds between 
the communities. In the Mid- 
dle East the peace process has 
come to a complete halt: 
without a change of policy by 
the United States (perhaps al- 
lowing Europe and Russia a 
greater voice in the granting 
of their long-denied human 
rights to the Palestinians) the 
! millennium will almost cer- 
tainly be celebrated with 
Wood and misery in the birth 
place of Jesus. And the year 
also witnessed the trial of 
British women by foreign 
courts, in Saudi Arabia and 
the United Slates, which 
prompted a wide section of 
our press to doubt the system 
of justice in both countries: na- 
tional solidarity, it seems, 
came before anything else. 

But where change oc- 
curred it brought hope. The 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr H. R. Greenway 
and Ms Y. Mllich 

The engagement is announced be- 
tween Hugh, elder son of Richard 
and Ann Greenway, of Havanr, 
Hampshire, and Yelena, elder daugh- 
ter nf Damyan and Danica Pejovich, 
of Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 

Birthdays 

Dr Jack Birks, former managing di- 
rector of BP. 78; Mr AHster Camp- 
bell, rugby player, 38; Lord Cohvyn. 
dental surgeon and jazt trumpeter, 
5b: Miss Valentina Cortese, actress, 
74; Sir Janies Crane, FarmerChief In- 
spector of Constabulary, 77; Mrs 
Christine Crawley, MEP, 48; Mr Rich- 
ard Gibson, actor. 43; Baroness Lloyd 
of Highbury, paediatrician. 70; Miss 
Zena MarshalL actress, 71; Dr James 
Merriman, former Chairman, Na- 
tional Computing Centre, S3; Mr 
James Mooiiiouse, MEP, 74; Col Pat- 
rick ftmeous VC 80; Lord Kuigsland, 
former MEP, 5fr. Professor Ralph 
Raphael, organic chemist, 77; Mr 
Lawrence Rowe. West Indies crick- 
eter, 49; MrJ-D. Salinger, author. 79. 

Anniversaries 
On this day: Ihe Act of Union be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland 
came into being, 1801; Queen Vic- 
toria was proclaimed Empress of In- 
dia. 1877; British railways were 
nationalised, 194& Great Britain, the 
Irish Republic and Denmark joined 
the EEC. 1973. 


fact that the response of the 
Muslim community to Di- 
ana's death was ideatical to 
[he rest of the population 
was a sign of our growing in- 
tegration. Diana's sensitivity 
to Islam, in adopting local 
dress on her visit to Pakistan, 
and the possibility that she 
might have been about to 

many a Muslim, specially en- 
deared her to us. Bui it was 
as a model of kindness, sym- 
pathy and approachability that 
she was held in special esteem. 

These are spiritual values, 
but will religion be able to 
make anything of the ground- 
swell of deep religious feeling 
manifested in the reaction to 
her death? This will depend 
on what religious institutions 
make of iL Religion is coming 
back into fashion, but it must 
not be allowed to fall into the 
hands of those who would 
seek to turn it into a com- 
modity, not a goal. If religion 
is to occupy once more a cen- 
tral place in society it must 
prove its value as a force for 
peace, justice and harmony. 
The messages coming from 
our pulpits will ring hollow if 
they fail to influence our con- 
gregations towards those val- 
ues which people saw in 
Diana and if we fail to show 
respect for those with whom 
we disagree. 

The Government will have 
a role in this. The return to re- 
ligion in. a meaningful way 
must include recoveiy of Lhe 
sense of belonging to society. 
Individualism and selfishness 
. have taken us along the road 
of the winner takes all, ig- 
noring those who fall by the 
wayside. Tony Blair's govern- 
ment here will have to edit the 
script left by the Conservatives 
- rather than merely acting as 
executor of Kenneth Clark's 
will on single mothers, the dis- 
abled or undergraduates - 
and provide new' ideas and 
new direct ives to our society. 

What is encouraging is the 
new sense of purpose I detect 
in young people here in the 
rich world. They show a grow- 
ing intolerance of misery and 
deprivation in our midst, or in 
any comer of the world. They 
feel a growing impatience 
with the way the Western 
powers have, for strategic 
reasons during the Cold War. 
allowed tyrants and despots in 
the rest of the world to enjoy 
their positions unchallenged. 
They are awakening to the 
concept of one world, one 
peace, one justice and one 
humanity. 

We need now to help the 
young people of ail faiths to 
talk to one another, to visit 
each other’s homes and to 
grow in respect for other peo- 
ple and their faiths. With 
such a vigorous movement in 
interfaith dialogue, the com- 
ing year may witness a return 
to those great values of our 
faiths which could help ce- 
ment our relationship and in- 
volve all of us in the drive for 
the common good. Happy 
New Year! 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

VANDERPANT: To Mary and Bany- 
a daughter. Clara Marie, on 14 De- 
Ctfmber 1997, a sister to Rosalie. 

DEATHS 

CHURCH tCH; On 1 1 Decanter 1 W. 
Veronica Mary Boyle Oiuichicb. 
Teacher and water. Writing she used 
to say gave her the mast enjoymeni 
attd she hoped that hex novels would 
have the same effect on her readers. 
Taught English Literature hi a girls' 
high school Beloved wife of Nicholas 
and dearest sister of Ton}’ and Alan. 
Praised for her generosity, perfect 
honesty, cheerfulness and'gcnd hu- 
mour, she helped with many charities 
Interment at Hither Green Ccmelery 
on Monday 5 January. May God grant 
her his Eternal Peace. 

Announeemena far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES a DEATHS should bo 
sent in writing to the flarerte Editor, 
The Independent, I Canada Square, 
Canary Whart London EI4 SDL, teie- 
phooed Co0f71-2V3 2MI or taxed to 0171- 

293 2010, and are charged at £&50 a line 

(VAT oxen,). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages; Manages) 

must be submitted in writing (or 
-breni) and are charged at DO a line. 
WT extra. Mease include a daytime 
telephone number. 


Changing of the Guard 

’ n * Household Gjvtinr Monnuxl Rwuncni 
JJwuM the OucttjTs Life Guard ai Morse 
Guards, Hum. 
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It's a wishful season so here are half a 
dozen expressions of hope for the year 
ahead. 

Today the United Kingdom assumes 
the Presidency of the European Union. 
During the next six months, the starting 
line up for the single currency has to be 
decided. Britain's position is fixed, which 
surely gives the Government an unparal- 
leled opportunity to win Continental 
friends by acting as an impartial chair, see- 
ing the Maastricht criteria on membership 
are imposed with firmness and fairness. 
The Presidency is a bully puipit and our 
hope has to be that the Government will 
also use it to enthuse opinion here in 
Britain, rather than try (as Gordon Brawn 
was fatally tempted to do a month ago) 
to lecture our neighbours on their failings. 
The troika of Blair, Brown and Cook must 
remember they play to a domestic audi- 
ence which remains sceptical. Yet people 
want to be inspired by the possibilities of 
further European unity. The irrelevance 


of mainstream Conservatism lets the 
Government define the terms of debate. 
That requires Mr Blair and colleagues to 
stop pretending that the real opposition 
on Europe - our American- and Canadi- 
an-owned newspapers - can be squared. 

That in turn will require our second 
wish for 1998 to be realised. It is that Mr 
Blair give up some of his winsomencss and 
some of his capacity to be all things to ail 
people. There is a difference, he needs to 
learn, between maximising consensus and 
palliating that mythical middle England. 

To lead is to make enemies. The past 
month has surely rammed this lesson home 
both to Prime Minister and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. The welfare slate needs 
reformation, though wc do not need to 
mouth the apocalyptic language of Amer- 
ican think tanks to describe how. Any pro- 
gramme of change will produce winners 
and losers, including some of those 
currently labelled disabled. Mr Blair has 
shown he is unafraid to face down 


opponents. Governing the country calls for 
periodic and sectional unpopularity. 

Yet one problem of the Blair govern- 
ment is that it is all too willing to tell us 
what is good for us. Commentators have 
called it Cromwellian, but that is loo grand. 
The Government has sometimes seemed 
to be made up by Higglers and interfer- 
ers. bv ministers too attracted to prohi- 
bitions and removals. Our New Year's wish 
is that, from what we eat to how we spend, 
the Government steps back, preferring the 
policy which maximises our capacity to 
choose for ourselves and so tu create. The 
Dome is a ready symbol of a policy that, 
depends entirely on creativity. That pro- 
ject will work only if it captures and re- 
flects national imagination and capacity. 

Our fourth wish is selfish. Lahour in- 
herited from the Conservatives a scheme 
of press and media regulation that is un- 
fair. To put it bluntly, there are few prob- 
lems in television, new information 
technology or newspaper ownership that 


would not be solved without the kind of 
fair competition that prevails elsewhere. 
This newspaper suffers from competitors’ 
predatory pricing policies that would be 
disallowed in any other civilised nation. 
Monopolists such as Rupert Murdoch 
should be corralled, not for our sake alone, 
hut for the sake of greater pluralism with- 
in that "public space” where opinions are 
traded. 

We believe that our political space does 
not adequately reflect either the public’s 
existing or future preferences and world 
views and the principal reason is the dom- 
inance within it of the historic Labour-Toty 
duopoly. The way forward is electoral re- 
form. as part of a thoroughgoing overhaul 
of our governing institutions, starting 
with Parliament. The Government has 
made a start but there is a striking con- 
trast between the energy and excitement 
surrounding the foundation of a Scottish 
Parliament with the lackiustre approach 
taken to regenerating democracy in the 


House of Commons. This year -our fifth 
wish - let the Government see that it needs 
to start campaigning on constitutional re- 
form. rather than treating the issue as an 
embarrassment. The omens are not good. 
Only yesterday Lord Jenkins, the chair- 
man of the electoral-commission exam- 
ining options for PR, said he. believed Tbny 
Blair is “persuadable". We cannot afford 
that kind of passivity. 

Our last wish is firmly grounded in 
reality. There is every good chance that 
the British economy will have a “soft land- 
ing" as growth slows without pushing up 
unemployment, and down that road lies 
not only success for the Government’s am- 
bitious welfare- to-work plans but several 
fat years for the public revenues (and pub- 
lic spending). On that note, may we wish 
you all - our readers - a prosperous new 
year, since there is every reason to expect 
that you will have exactly that. Happiness, 
as Pblly Toynbee rightly points out oppo- 
site, is another story altogether ... 
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Green taxation 

Sir. The main problem with tax- 
ation as a means of combaLing 
pollution, congestion and sim- 
ilar nuisances ("The question- 
able credentials of green taxes". 
29 December) is that govern- 
ments become dependent on 
the revenue it raises. They 
therefore acquire a vested in- 
terest in the continuation of the 
nuisance and become reluctant 
to tackle it in more funda- 
mental ways. 

Vehicle design is the best 
way to tackle pollution from ve- 
hicles, but manufacturers, who 
have to please their customers 
rather than society, will not 
come up with suitable designs 
without governmental inter- 
vention in the form of vehicle 
construction and use regula- 
tions. Regulation should be 
based on the principle that no 
vehicle should consume more 
Don-renewable resources, either 
in manufacture or use, or 
should cause more danger, pol- 
lution, noise or other nuisance 
than is strictly necessary for the 
performance of its function. 

One implication is that ve- 
hicles with a top speed higher 
than the national speed limit 
would not be allowed on pub- 
lic roads. Acceleration would 
also be limited: the present very 
high rates of acceleration serve 
no useful purpose and make ve- 
hicles much more dangerous, as 
well as more polluting, than 
they need to be. 

Even if the present nation- 
al speed limit of 7Qmph were re- 
tained - and the calculations in 
Dr Mayer Hillman's and my re- 
port for the Policy Studies In- 
stitute, "Speed Control and 
Transport Ifolicy", suggests that 
it should be reduced to 55mph 
or lower - these constraints on 
performance would make it 
possible to manufacture vehicles 
with rates of fuel consumption 
and exhaust emissions a fraction 
of present ones. 

Civilising the vehicle does 
not remove the need to reduce 
car travel in towns. Road pric- 
ing could be helpful in some 
towns but other policy instru- 
ments are more important. 
They include traffic avoidance 
through land-use planning: the 
reallocation of road space from 
cars to pedestrians, cyclists and 
buses; restrictions on car park- 
ing; the creation of car-free 
zones, including residential ar- 
eas as well as shopping and 
commercial centres. 

STEPHEN PLOWDEN 
London MU'] 


Sin If green taxes have ques- 
tionable credentials (article. 
29 December) it is because 
they have at best been misused 
in the UK so far. The major 
green tax in this country - the 
levy on motor fuel - has noth- 
ing to do with green taxation at 
all. It is merely a source of gov- 
ernment revenue, with none of 
the resources raised being tar- 
geted at mitigating the effects 
of motoring on the planeL 
Truly hypothecated green 
taxation offers a method by 
which government can fully 
enforce the principle that “the 
polluter pays” and in the 
process give a boost to energy- 
saving and waste-minimising 
industries. 

MARK ELTRINGHAM 
Egglescliffe. Teessidc 

Benefit cuts 

Sir Proposals - albeit by civil 
servants who may or may not 
be thinking the unthinkable - 
to cut industrial injury pay- 
ments. abolish such benefits for 


existing claimants and pass in- 
dustrial injury benefit schemes 
over to private sector adminis- 
trators appear a recipe for dis- 
aster rather than revival in our 
economy (“Bliinkert's disquiet", 
22 December). 

The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive's economists estimated 
in the 1990s that up to the 
equivalent of one year's total 
economic growth in the UK 
was lost each year because of 
poor health and safety in the 
workplace. 

Prevention is always better 
than cure. A major way to con- 
tribute to national prosperity 
and job creation would be to cut 
the appalling UK toll of death 
and disease in the workplace: 
far more effective than cutting 
the benefits of those injured and 
made ill by their work. 
Professor ANDREW 
WATTERSON 
Director 

Centre for Occupational and 
Environmental Health 
De Montfort University 
Leicester 


Funds for the Dome 

Sir: Mick Fickling's letter (30 
December) gives the impres- 
sion that the Millennium Ex- 
perience is being funded from 
tax revenues. This is simply not 
the case. 

In fact, the Experience is not 
receiving any moncy.from the 
Treasury. It is being paid for 
through a combination of pri- 
vate sponsorship, lottery mon- 
ey and revenue that the 
Experience will generate itself 
through ticket sales and mer- 
chandising. The lottery funds al- 
located to the project amounL 
to only 4 per cent of the total 
funds distributed to the “good 
causes" and are provided by the 
Millennium Commission, a 
body which was established by 
Parliament to mark the mil- 
lennium with, capital projects. 

Mr Fickling is also wrong to 
state that the costs of the Ex- 
perience are escalating. We 
are ahead of schedule, within 
budget and on course to deliv- 
er an Experience that will in- 


volve everyone in Britain and 
be the envy of the world. 
GEZSAGAR 
Head of Press and 
Parliamentary A ffairs 
The New Millennium 
Experience Company 
London SW1 

Sir The year known to most of 
the Western world as 2000 AD is 
also the Islamic year 1421. the 
Jewish year 5800 and the year 
2750 by the system of the Rofnan 
empire. Ilwfll also be about 2U05 
years after the birth of Jesus of 
Nazareth, due to ancient calen- 
dar errors. 1 hope that the 
world's leaders see 2000 AD for 
what it is - a mere curiosity. 
KAVI D CAPILDEO 
Port of Spain. Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago 

Victims of violence 

Sin Our professional experi- 
ence shows that one of the cru- 
cial lessons from the new 
Birmingham research (“Violent 
videos don’t provoke young 


people. Violence does". 29 De- 
cember) is Lhal there is no 
“quick fix" for this social prob- 
lem. Above all. a national strat- 
egy must be developed by all 
the relevant agencies, led by 
government and implemented 
at local level. 

Government proposals to in- 
tervene earlier when young 
people offend may form part of 
this strategy hut are not enough 
on their own. More support ser- 
vices for families under sLrcss 
and for the victims of domes- 
tic violence are urgently 
required. New American re- 
search on the impact of “peer 
pressure" on children's devel- 
opment also reinforces the im- 
portance of engaging and 
supporting young people be- 
yond the home - in school and 
on the streets. 

Developing this kind of in- 
tegrated strategy may seem a 
daunting task, but the Birm- 
ingham research suggests there 
is no real alternative in the 
longer term. We hope policy 
makers will work with our or- 


ganisation and others to meet 
the challenge. 

CAROLINE ABRAHAMS 
NCH Action For Children 
London N5 

Jail university 

Sir Your article “Rooms at the 
RItz cheaper than places in 
child jails" (30 December) 
leads me to suggest that the 
Home Office should extract a 
weekly payment from the par- 
ents of the children in ihese new 
jails. It would only be a token 
sum but why should delinquent 
children be housed, fed and be- 
latedly educated totally at the 
expense of the taxpayer? 

On leaving the jail with a 
skill that gains them legitimate 
employment, deductions could 
also be made from the chil- 
dren's wages which would help 
pay for their education. After 
all, if that scheme is to be ap- 
plied to university students, 
why not former child criminals? 
JOHN GOLDSMITH 
London SE25 


Santa Clauses 

Sir D J R Powell (letter, 24 De- 
cember) asks “Does Santa ex- 
ist?" and then offers a 
supposedly scientific argument 
to the effect that be does noL 

I could question the scien- 
tific argument on its own terms 
- for instance, it ignores the 
thermodynamics of the massive 
accelerations and decelerations 
required for the multiple chim- 
ney stops - but this is not the 
point. The science does not dis- 
prove the existence of Santa - 
rather, it tends to imply that 
Santa is not one person. 

In fact, as most children al- 
ready know, Santa Claus is the 
original franchised business. 
Santa manages to hand out mil- 
lions of presents almost simul- 
taneously in exactly the same 
way that Colonel Sanders 
hands out millions of portions 
of fried chicken. That is not to 
say that there was no “real" 
Colonel Sanders - there was. 
BOB BROOKS 
Bismore, Gloucestershire 

Chez Jesus 

Sin It states very clearly in the 
Bible that the wise men visit- 
ed Jesus in a house (Matthew 
ch2 vll), not a stable (Mean- 
ings of Christmas, 29 and 30 
December). Why on earth 
would a couple with a new baby 
want to remain in an insalu- 
brious stable any longer than 
necessary? 

JANE DANCE 
London E3 

Old Labour 

Sir While having a dear-out of 
old papers, I came across a 
Labour Party policy document 
from about September 1996, 
which promises “Women will 
benefit from a range of our poli- 
cies including . . . support for 
single-parent families". 
ALLAN DEEDS 
Daventry. Northamptonshire 

Cold comfort j 

Sir: James Jacoby leaves us 
wondering (Letters. 30 De- 
cember) whether the lock he 
proposes is to keep the contents 
of his fridge safe from his ever- 
hungry teenage sous. or. per- 
haps understandably at this 
lime of year, to make a conve- 
nient form of sub-zero incar- 
ceration. If the latter, has he not 
tried the garden shed? 

R FRANKLIN 
London EC1 


Here it is: a year for remarkable progress. 
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OLher papers may lamely you 
bring you a round-up of the 
highlights of 1 997. Only this col- 
umn brings you a run-down of 
the main events of 1998 before 
they arrive. So hold your seats 
as we whizz through the year to 
come ...! 

JANUARY ’98. Name of 
cannabis-dealing cabinet min- 
ister's son printed in Scottish 
papers. Nobody has heard of 
him. Man in Macao diagnosed 
as having bird flu. All poultry 
in Macao slaughtered. Chris 
Patten forced to rewrite chap- 
ter on farming in his book on 
Asia. Tony Blair comes back 
from holiday in Seychelles with 
smiling suntan. Experts think 
that smiling suntanned PM 
may pose a health risk to coun- 
try. England nearly win cricket 


match in West Indies. Man- 
chester United boss Alex Fer- 
guson says: “The season is not 
over till the last match is 
played". After weeks of tor- 
rent ial rain and flooding, water 
companies say they may soon 
lift hosepipe ban. Edinburgh 
plays host to the “Biggest Burns 
Night in the World". Many 
dead. Spice Girls split-up ru- 
mours denied. 

FEBRUARY "98 Entire staff of 
Independent on Sunday arrest- 
ed for selling each other 
cannabis. Nobody has heard of 
any of them. Outbreak of bird 
flu in Shanghai. All fowls 
slaughtered. Chris Patten 
forced to rewrite chapter on 
Shanghai in his new book on 
Asia. Alex Ferguson says: “Any- 
thing can happen between now 


and the end of the season". Af- 
ter studying videos of the 
lyson-Holyfield fight, in which 
Tyson bit HoMieldT s ear off po- 
lice finally arrest Tyson on can- 
nibalism charges. Man arrested 
in Slough for passing fake mon- 
ey in shop. It turns out he was 
trying to pay in ecus. Spice Girls 
deny they are going to play their 
last live gig, saying: “Ws haven’t 
really played our first five gig 
yet, have we?" Peter Mandel- 
son named as father of 
cannabis-dealing son. He sues. 
MARCH ’98 Spice Girls break- 
up rumour denied by Max Clif- 
ford. Tony Blair announces 
grand Millennium plan to com- 
bat unemployment. A huge, 
newly recruited workforce will 
be trained to prevent millen- 
nium crash in computers. 


Disney announces it is to make 
its biggest and most expensive 
film yet: an animated version qf 
The Bible. Alex Ferguson says: 
“Hold on. hold on - it's not the 
end of the season yet. Oh. is it? 
Did we win?" Chris Patten di- 
agnosed as having bird flu. 
Ghost writer drafted in to help 
finish his book on Asia. Ru- 
mours spread like wildfire ihat 
Salman Rushdie has been as- 
sassinated. and that the fatn-a 
against him, being successful, 
can now be called off. 

APRIL '98 Many pantomimes 
reluctantly close, throwing enor- 
mous quantity of unemployed 
showbiz people on market 
place. “No romance between Je- 
sus and Mary Magdalene." 
promises Disney. Rumour 
grows that Salman Rushdie is 


still alive, and that news of his 
“death" was promulgated by po- 
lice to gel fatwa ended. National 
shock and horror as Richard 
Branson perishes in high-level 
balloon accident. In his will, he 
asks that Sir Elton John not be 
asked to sing at his funeraL 
which he asks to take place in 
Millennium Dome. Mike Tyson 
acquitted of cannibalism 
charges on the grounds that he 
bit but did not eat Evander 
Holyfield. Holding Ffion’s 
hand, Hague says proudly: “1 am 
going to be a ffather!" 

MAY ”98 Spice Girls diagnosed 
as having bird flu. “This will not 
change our plans," says Chick- 
en Spice. The “late" Salman 
Rushdie spotted at many par- 
ties. Alex Ferguson says; “It’s 
a long way to the start of the 


season, so well just wait and 
see." Tony Blair passes law 
which will devolve responsibil- 
ity for the behaviour of Scottish 
fans in World Cup to new Scot- 
tish Parliament. Pope Express- 
es outrage on learning that the 
Disney “The Bible" film will 
have a happy ending, with Je- 
sus not dying on cross, but 
staying on to become elder 
statesman. “Wc feel it is a 
Jesus story for a less violent, 
more-in-louch-with-its-feelings 
age,” says Disney. Mohammed 
A1 Fayed brought into the Cab- 
inet by Tbny Blair. “We need his 
experience." says Blair. 

JUNE 'OS Bill Clinton contracts 
strange disease, diagnosed as 
Presidential withdrawal symp- 
toms. “He cannot by law be 
President for a third time," 


say doctors, “but his body does 
not know thaL Basically, he 
doesn't want to be President 
again, he just craves to run 
again. He was never a very good 
president, only a wonderful 
candidate. It's a tragic case." 
World Cup opens in France. 
Scotland loses opening gome 
against little-fancied Liechten- 
stein. “We are our own worst 
enemies." says Craig Brown. 
Spice Girls split, and re-form. 
Tony Blair goes on holiday in 
Mohammed A1 Fayed’s castle 
in Scotland. Chris Patten's 
ghost writer gets ghost bird flu. 
Sir Elton John found in serious 
condition, but cheers up later. 
Silly season starts. 

July to December mund-ap com- 
ing tomorrow l 
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You can’t legislate for 
happiness, but you can try 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

ON A BETTER 
NEW YEAR 


What do we want for the new year? Most of 
us resolve to be thinner, finer and better 
(probably in that order) but there's not much 
a government can do to help us there. Those 
of us obsessed with the daily doings of gov- 
ernment often forget how peripheral it is to 
most people’s general happiness. 

Government may marginally affect how 
much money we have in our pockets. But so- 
. phisticated research into happiness suggests 
that there is no correlation between increases 
in cash and increases in happiness for most 
people. (Yes, all those old homilies really are 
true.).. Once lifted above penury, money 
doesn't much matter. Yet money is the only 
way governments measure what they do. We 
have economic, trade and production indi- 
cators^ trice. easy tallies of national success 
and failure, but those tell us very little about 
how we feel, individually or as a nation. 

Alongside those figures, perhaps we 
should collect National Happiness Ratings 
(NHR) as the true measure of our state. An- 
nual figures would have to be seasonally ad- 
justed.' since monthly figures might dip 
sharply at this low ebb of the year with man y 
suffering from SADness ( seasonal affective 
disorder), or just post-Christmas gloom. But 
NHR.could.be.a .critical test of a govern- 
ment’s stewardship. After all. a prime his- 
torical purpose of government is to secure 
the greatest happiness for the greatest 
number: the Americ an const i tution even has 
the pursuit of happiness asa right. But the 
putsch of wealth seems to be all governments 
can manage - a more modest ambition. 

Lifting the national spirits is a difficult 
business. Simply by being elected, this gov- 
ernment gave us a good couple of months’ 
euphoria. The most unlikely people, who 
hadn't. even voted for it, found themselves 
surprised by an unexpected-glow of optimism. 
It wasn't jnst gle$ at seeing the previous in- 
cumbents slinking away in all their shabby, 
mean-minded, valueless tatters. Inchoate and 
maybe unreasonable hope was in the air. 

. . Then events began to eat into Labour, 
the way events always do. Have they lost then- 
way? Do theystiii know what they are there 
for? Can we remember what we hoped for 
and why we hoped so much? Yes, is the an- 
swer. There is still plenty to hope for. OK, 
so the lone-parent benefit fiasco suggests they 
lost the plot, if the plot was to make the lives 
of the poorest betler. It was, though, a bun- 
gled botch, Dot an emblem of their true in- 
tent. But it hasTeft them with twice the 
obligaifonib^^ btentiohsand- 

recover that spirit of hope and generosity 
people election. ■ 

"What could this .government do to push 
np the National Happiness Rating? Theeas- 
fcst plswe i to stain is by tackling those who are 
i^tappy for thy most obvious and tangible 
-ttaibns. —the poof for whom money really 
rioefc matter. Start,, say, with the l A milli on 
poor pensioners lwng on_mcome support. 
They are no use to .anyone, tbedr. productiv- 
ity and employment irrelevant oh every ' 


other national indicator. But if happiness 
counted, the NHR would get a terrific boost 
by giving a large pensioner supplement on m- 
rome support, easily financed out of the bil- 
lions to be saved by abolishing National 
Insurance benefits for all the better off Dit- 
to the severely disabled and anyone else who, 
for whatever reason, will never work again 
That would make everyone feel better. 

But most people are not poor. So if the 
Government could really persuade itself to 
believe that money is not everything, it could 
be less fearful of taxes and more ambitious 
about generating public hope, pleasure and 
pride. Eveiy pound spent well on the pub- 
lic good stands a far better chance of im- 
proving the NHR than each extra pound in 
the pocket The right says the individual will 
always spend his or her own money better 
than the state -.but over 18 years they have 
proved themselves conclusively wrong. 

The Conservatives left behind a public 
squalor and dilapidation which demor- 
alised and degraded us. While the huge 
growth in home ownership was one of the 
few Tory achievements, it was partly soured 
by the growing shabbiness and lack of pride 
in aO the public places and spaces where peo- 
ple spend so much of their time once they 
leave their front doors. 

Children spend years in seedy, run- 
down schools; it's hard to make them believe 
that what goes on in the classroom is valu- 
able if the school itself is like a leaking, run- 
down dosshouse with s linking lavatories and 
no books. Doctors and nurses may still be 
heroes, but if people visit grubby, under- 
staffed hospitals that run out of sheets, they 
don't feel the pride they did in a national 
health service. 

How are people to feel good about 
work, when travelling there grows more hell- 
ish every year, with chaotic railways, cram- 
med carriages and a London tube system fast 
becoming a nightmare? (Last week I spend 
half an hour comforting a distressed elder- 
ly woman panicking as we were stuck in a 
tunnel while she was missing her long-await- 
ed hospital appointment.) 

Governments can do little about personal 
happiness: some people are naturally dis- 
posed to be happy, others never will be. Try 
as they foolishly might, governments can do 
nothing to create the stable, happy families 
most people want. Nor can governments do 
much to ease people's anxiety about insecure 
working conditions in this global marker. 

But out there, in the public pan of our 
lives, this government could do much to raise 
spirits. First it has to believe it itself. It’s time 
the Government started to say that well- 
being depends at least as much on public 
spending for the common good as it does 
on private spending. It is not old socialist re- 
distribution, but an obvious truth: some of 
the things that make us feel good can only 
. be bought communally. If no one dares say 
that, certainly no one will dare do it. 

The economic gains of the past IS years 

- most people are 30 per cent richer - were 
invisible to the public eye. Video recorders, 
foreign holidays, mobile phones, new cars, 
video cameras, all these were private plea- 
sures. Meanwhile, out on the streets and in 
the public places, we looked and felt seedy 
and run-down. It wasn’t just the obvious signs 

- new battalions of beggars and rough 
sleepers, the peeling paint cm every public 
building - there was a deliberate denigration 
of civic pride, public values, public service. 

Now is the time for a good government 
to make oar public wealth match our pri- 
vate riches. If that means spending a few- 
more public pounds and a few fewer private 
ones to redress the balance, so be it. Good 
public transport, beautiful parks, bright 
streets, inspiring school buildings, museums, 
public sports centres and gleaming hospitals 
would make us aO feel better about ourselves. 



Different hues: 
the Irish do not 
share the English 
perspective on 
hunting 
Photograph: Tom 
Pilston 


Share the tribal language and 
you will always find a welcome 


JOHN 

WALSH 



It is 1.15am in a small town in 
the west of Ireland. The in- 
habitants of County Galway 
have celebrated the festive sea- 
son with oceans of Jameson and 
Baileys, everyone has gone to 
Mass, local children affect to 
believe in someone called 
“Santy”, and carols play re- 
dundantly over the Tannov in 
the clothes store, days after 
everyone has grown tired of the 
whole jovial business. The 
weather has been foul, the rain 
persistent, shading into 
malevolent. 

It is the tum-of-the-year in- 
terregnum, a time for calm re- 
flection with mature and 
philosophically-disposed ass».t- 
ciates. Which is why we find 
ourselves in this pleasant bar, 
10 of us, at 1.15 in the rainy 
night-time. Michael the .iccor- 
dioo player - bavins beguiled 


the company with “Spaneil 
Hill” and “Lovely Letrim” and 
(rather a change of pace, here) 
Elvis Presley's “'Wooden Heart" 
and the national anthem 
(everyone in the bar stood up 
and glared at my still-seated 
form; this would never happen, 
I am fairly sure, in Dulwich) - 
has gone home, but this does 
not stop the chap beside me 
singing “Mursheen Durkin" 
with a kind of brutal hilarity. It 
is at this moment that Martin, 
the weather-beaten, seen-it- 
all-barman. rushes into the 
lounge. 

“QuieL" he commands us. 
“The guards are outside." 
Yeah. yeah. This is an old bar- 
man's threat, as old as the 
crumbling Norman castles that 
dot the Atlantic shoreline. But 
it might be true. After-hours 
drinking is still illegal, even 
here. The landlord could be 
fined or lose his licence. The 
carousers would then become 
the object of public obloquy for 
being responsible for the loss of 
his livelihood. Nobody wants to 
see Marlin and his hearty, wel- 
coming wife pitched out of the 
parish. So. for the moment. 
Tom stops singing. One of the 
ladies turns slightly pale, like a 
novice nun caught in a 
speakeasy, and knocks back 
her modest brandy and soda as 
if it will incriminate her. And 
in comes Lhe majesty of the law. 

Against all the odds, the 
bloody Garda Sinchona arc 
outside. We now have a cop in 
our midst, with his peaked cap 
and businesslike hustle. We sit. 
as red-handed as Macbeth, 
with six pints of Guinness, 
whiskeys. port-and-Icmonado 
and assorted drinker's para- 
phernalia in front of us. as he 
moves around taking in the 
scene. He walks urgcntlv across 
the bar. his forensic sobriety 
contrasting with our shame- 
faced fuzziness. We are all for 
the high jump. What can we do? 

I am reminded of a Flann 
O'Brien playlet called Thin,/. 
where a group of after-hours 


topers try to persuade a po- 
liceman to drink with them by 
talking to him about sand 
dunes, palm trees, the Gobi 
Desert, the pitiless sun. I'm 
afraid this will not work here. 
The guard surveys the scene 
one more time - our embar- 
rassed faces, our table groan- 
ing with alcohol -and says, *Tm 
awful sorry to be disturbin’ ye 
all". Can he be serious? Is he 
being ironic? I look at lorn and 
Frank and the others and sud- 
denly see how they might be 
causing the law a few problems. 
For they represent, between 
them, two headmasters, the 
local vet, two teachers, one 
ward sister and the pillar of a 
dozen local committees. 

If the policeman ever wants 
to get his children into sec- 
ondary education, have his dog 
cured of distemper or his old 
Mum successfully relieved of a 
grumbling appendix in the Re- 
gional Hospital, it might be wise 
to practise lenience with this 
bunch. But how can he do so 
without seeming to falter? 

He looks round the bar a last 
lime. Then he speaks. “Caith 
siar iad." he says, and departs. 
My Gaelic is rusty, but I believe 
this means only “Throw them 
hack”. He has let us off, and 
done so by the silkiest of means, 
by saying it in Irish - forsaking 
the letter of the law and the lan- 
guage of the old oppressor for 
the language of the tribe. There 
is a silence after the closing 
door. "Now Frank,” says one of 
the teachers. “Can you still do 
‘Take These Chains From Mv 
Heart?” 


Monday evening, we clamber 
into tuxedoes and waistcoats for 
the annual Hunt Ball in Oran- 
more. The Galway Blazers is 
just one of three hunts in the 
region, but has the reputation 
of being the hardest-riding, the 
toughest, the most intrepid. 
Few people can remember 
much trouble from saboteurs in 
the last couple of years, since 


' jt will be a time of wars and willies. Lots of lovely news, in fact 
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Vhai, one may wonde^^ur- 
eying 1997; ha£ happened to 
tews? True, la^_year^was a. 
racker for The British, 5. we ; 
teasure it by our owfocohEfL 
otion to newswcMthyWents on 
bis planet Acaktiing to an an- 
ual poll -by- the Associated 
■ress newsagemy of itsuews- 
aper subscribers, no less than 
iree of the six biggest in- 
anatioiial stories were - British- 
lade. Top of the list; naturally, 
as the death of Princess Di- 
na, followedbythehantfever- 

f Hong Kong, and in sixth 
lace; the. election :of Tbny 
lair. Not bad. for an offshore 


island, containing only one 
hundredth of the world’s pop- 
ulation, at peace and without an 
external enemy in sight. But 
consider them again. 

International news used to 
consist of events that were un- 
expected and dramatic, some- 
times villainous, and which 
' could shapelbe destiny of peo- 
ples and states. Diana’s death 
though was ultimately merely 
rfrat of a super-celebrity, how- 
ever unexpected. The transfer 
of Hong Kong to China meets 
the destiny-shaping qualifica- 
tion,* but it. had beeD on the 
stocks for 13 years and went off 
exactly as planned. As for Mr 
Blair’s victory, it may yet re- 
shape, our future. But once 
again, it was anything but un- 
expected. What happened to 
, the coups, resignations, assas- 
sinations, natural disasters and 
wars of yesteryear? By that 
yardstick, 1997 looks a -dud. 
Stability, .you might think, is 
breaking outall over. Mzybe we 
haven’t reached the end of his- 
tory, but during the last 12 
Wraiths it sometimes fell like iL 

One reason is that every- 
thing which now happens 
abroad comes as an anticlimax 
after lhe geopolitical upheavals 

of 1987 to 1991, which culmi- 
nated in the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. In truth however. 


it was business as usual in 1997 
for coups, assassinations and 
wars (although it was a “poor” 
year for natural disasters). Alas, 
foreign news has not been Lhe 
same since the end of the Cold 
War. Back then, small con- 
frontations could have deadly 
potential consequences, and 
we cared. These days, even 
medium sized wars seem local 
matters. The planet remains a 
very violent place. But the ma- 
jority of these wars are within 
states, not between them. 

At the end of 1997. Lon- 
don’s International Institute 
for Strategic Studies identified 
just nine old-style interstate 
conflicts (mostly border con- 
flicts in Africa) compared with 
19 “intrastate”. These latter in- 
dude full-blown civil wars such 
as those in Algeria, 
Afghanistan, and Rwanda but 
not the two dozen countries 
blighted by terrorism, among 
them nations such as Egypt 
where terrorism possibly could 
expand into civil war. Wbat is 
missing is the old East-West di- 
mension. 

I year, more than ever, 
changes in the economy and the 
environment, and exponential 
technological advance, set the 
pace, rather than the politicians 
who limped along in their wake. 
“Globalisation”, financial 


collapse in Asia. El Nino and 
global warming are issues which 
transcend national frontiers 
and narrow national interests. 
The response of the politicians 
tended to be one large and un- 
wieldy conference after anoth- 
er (among the 1997 specimens 
the industrial nations summit in 
Denver, the Pacific Rim con- 
fabulations in Vancouver, and 
of course Kyoto). A prize for 
anyone who remembers what 
specifically emerged from any 
one of them. 

So maybe the Yankees base- 
ball player and legendary bar- 
stool sage Yogi Berra is split » m 
with his mangled syntax: “The 
future ain't what it used to be.” 
But all is not lost. Despite the 
changing forces which shape 
our world, we still belong to the 
quarrelsome human species, 
perennially aggressive and ever 
unsatisfied with its lot. The 
world is not the tedious place 
it seems. Indeed, 1998 has rich 
potential for news the way it 
used to be. 

The most likely theatre for 
a new war is, as always, the Mid- 
dle East, where the Israel/Arab 
conflict is virtually the last of the 
“old news” crises to have out- 
lived the demise of lhe Cold 
War. Thanks to Benjamin 
Netanyahu, it may well turn into 
a hoi one which could have 


direct implications for all of us. 
especially if it is fanned hy an 
increasingly truculent Saddam 
Hussein, or if other com- 
bustibles such as Islamic fun- 
damentalism in Egypt or Saudi 
Arabia enter the brew. 

Closer to home too. things 
could get exciting. Maybe fi- 
nancial cataclysm from the Ori- 
ent will dispel the unnatural 
aura of inevitability that has set- 
tled on the single currency, 
the most ambitious single step 
towards a united Europe since 
the Treaty of Rome 41 years 
ago. Next autumn, German 
voters have a chance to do what 
they have never dune in the 
post-war history of their coun- 
try. and throw out a chancellor 
at the ballot box. If they do elect 
a centre coalition after 1 6 yean; 
iif Helmut Kohl, it would be a 
change no less momentous 
than the advent of New Labour 
here. l‘)‘»S ton might be when 
Boris Yeltsin succumb* to ill- 
hcaith and the actuarial science 
(at no he has already exceeded 
the average lifespan of the 
Russian male by seven years). 

The most conceited country 
award for I'tyx is likely in gu in 
the LtS. basking not just in un- 
challenged military might hut in 
economic supremacy too. as 
those once cocky Far Eastern 
lisers c»» to the wall. C'orluinlv, 


America's growth may he dent- 
ed by the travails of Japan, 
South Korea - who knows, of 
China too? Bui if the US 
sneezes, the rest of us will 
catch a worse cold. About the 
only hope of embarrassment (if 
uol modesty) comes from Paula 
Jones’ sexual harassment case 
against President Clinton, as- 
suming it goes ahead as sched- 
uled in May. attended by a press 
pack befitting a war. Already it 
is assured of being Lhe year's 
Most Entertaining Event. If 
things were to stay quiet on oth- 
er fronts, it could be The Event 
of 1 9 Q8 tout court. First Diana, 
(hen the Presidential organ; 
thus the descent of news con- 
tinues, from glossy tragedy to 
sordid farce. 

What else? For Most Bor- 
ing Event of 1998, the G-8 sum- 
mit in Birmingham in May will 
be a prime candidate. If the lid 
can be kept on in the Middle 
East, the US may finally mend 
fences with Iran. Ftor reasons I 
know not. I have a hunch that 
the horrors in Algeria will 
abate. Elsewhere though, the 
mayhem will continue, and the 
law of averages will ensure 
that 1998 is more newsy than 
1 997. That of course may cost 
us our place in the AP top six. 
But then again, maybe not. 
Not if we win the World Cup. 


an incident in Ardrahan. when 
a girl of 11 was puiled off her 
horse by protesters attempting 
to persuade her of the ills of 
hunting. The saboteurs were set 
about with ashplants and their 
video cameras smashed and 
dumped in the nearest bog. 

But since fox-hunting has 
been such a hot topic in Eng- 
land ail through the autumn, 
one looks for signs of concern 
among these dedicated hounds- 
men that an Irish equivalent of 
the Foster Bill may seek to out- 
law blood sports here in the 
WesL One looks in vain. Hunt- 
ing is lodged deep in the Gal- 
way psyche and is an accepted 
way of life for local farmers, 
rather than being the rebarba- 
tive hobby of a few homicidal 
aristocrats, as the anti-hunting 
lobby sometimes likes tu sell it 
in England. 

Ireland is stiff with horses. 
There are 32.000 thorough- 
breds in the stables of the Re- 
public. Within a 10-mile radius 
of the town where I’m staying, 
120 horses are currently in 
training. No one is going to de- 
prive Galwegians of their head- 
long gallop across the flat 
meadows and dry-stone walls of 
the county. Talk to Jerome 
(“Min”) Mahoney, the Blazers' 
charismatic chairman - a ram- 
rod-backed. noble-browed Irish 
Squire Allworthy - and you 
realise they've quile enough to 
worry about if the British Bill 
becomes law. The sporting 
horse market is worth a cool 
£100m to the Irish economy, 
and would suffer drastic 
wounds. So would the network 


of point-' to-point meetings 
which the National Hunt or- 
ganises. The ethics of slaugh- 
tering dear, inoffensive little 
foxes is the last thing they wor- 
ry about “It’s not a question of 
different opinions about hunt- 
ing." Mahoney told me. “It’s 
about different cultures. The ur- 
ban population in England 
have no idea how much a rur- 
al population like ours feels un- 
der threat." He has been 
lobbying every MP in the 
House of Commons to per- 
suade them to oppose the Bill 
on 8 March, urging that they 
should devote their energies to 
supporting “rural develop- 
ment”. in the form of heritage 
centres and tourist treks, rather 
than to interfering in the tra- 
ditions of red-coated minorities. 

Which would be all very well 
if the established hunts showed 
any sign of accommodating 
outsiders. They don’t. When it 
comes to allowing strangers to 
ride with them, they’re as ex- 
clusive as a St James's club. Tell 
me, I asked a grog-blossomed 
huntsman - if the Quorn and 
PVichley discovered themselves 
unable to chase foxes any 
longer after March and asked 
if they could link up with the 
Blazers, would you let them in? 
Over my dead body, he replied 
with vehemence. But surely (I 
persisted), if Prince Charles 
and Camilla Parker Bowles 
fancied a bit of a run from Car- 
tymore. you’d welcome them, 
wouldn't you? “Arrah.” he said, 
with old-fashioned distaste. 
“They’ d be more trouble than 
thev're worth.” 


New Internationalist magazine 


Bill doesn't 


get it 


7 i 


ifb 


SO HE DOESN’T ACCEPT that the 
damage to our environment has anything to 
do with emissions from burning fossil fuels; 
he doesn't understand how over- 
consumption in the United States drains 
away die finite resources of our world; 
and he doesn’t see why his country 
with all Its power should 
set an example in the 
adoption of green 
policies. To top it alt. he 
doesn’t even realise die 
significance of refusing to 
sign up to the international 
treaty for the ban on landmines. 
Ml, you've sold out to the oil 
companies and arms dealers - do 
yourself a favour and get the Nf! 


Each N1 taddes one subject in depth, h 
could be AIDS or the Ann* Trade; Hunan 
Rifjrte or Hunger. Nl magazine is quicker to 
read than a book, right up- to- the- minute - 
and a quarterly subscription is just £6.85. 

Bw you don’t haw to take our 
_ word for id just nil In the bone 
Cf below and we wffl send you the 
next three months' issues FREE, 
plus a fuB^olour world map 
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Arts Diary of 1998: our guide to the cultural year ahead 


JANUARY 



"It's a play about changes," said Kevin 
Elyot of his 1994 smash My Night With Reg 
and the award-winning playwright doesn't 
look like he’s done with the corrosive ef- 
fects of time quite yet Premiering at the Na- 
tional, E Ivor's eagerly anticipated The Day 
I Stood Still brings together three friends 
from the Sixties to see how life's treated 
them in the meantime (opens 15 Jan). 

Having flirted with the new BritArtists 
in Sensation, the Royal Academy catches 
up with a few old friends of its own. More 
than 100 of the Academy’s country cousins 
have handed over the pride of their col- 
lections for Art Treasures of England, billed 
as a celebration of the strength and diver- 
sity of England's regional galleries and mu- 
seums f 22 Jan- 13 Apr). 

January could well be the last time you 


get to see The Verve play anywhere as small 
as the Brixton Academy. Quite how the one- 
rime Oasis support act will cope with 
mega-stardom in 1998 is another matter, 
so make certain you catch Ashcroft & Co 
while they’re on the up (16, 17 Jan). 

The Barbican’s mammoth, year-long fes- 
tival of American culture. Inventing Amer- 
ica, gets going this month. There arc 
continually ru nning programmes of liter- 
ature, theatre, visual art, music and film 
events; but, without doubt, January's high- 
light is the iong-awaiLed London premiere 
(albeit in concert only) of John Adams's 
headline-grabbing opera, Nixon in China 
(25 Jan). 

This month will also see Phyllis (Disap- 
peared) Nagy’s star continue in the ascen- 
dant Her new play at the Royal Court, Never 
Land, stars Pip Donaghy -who has emerged 
intact from the carnage of Blasted - and 
Sheila Gish, fresh from Playhouse Creatures 
and with an Olivier to show for her perfor- 
mance in the triumphant Company ( opens 
8 Jan). 

At the cinema, James Cameron’s $ 25 Ora 
6c fest, Titanic, hoves into view and Twen- 
tieth Century Fra will be praying that they 
don’t go down with all hands - Kate Win- 
slet and Leonardo DiCaprio ( pictured 
above left) included - on board the most ex- 
pensive movie ever made (opens 25 Jan). 
Meanwhile, Wim Wenders fans will be hop- 
ing The End of Violence - a near-future me- 
dia violence polemic and the pick of the New 
Year's non-multiplex fare - marks a return 
to form'for an art-house auteur who's been 
off kilter for over a decade ( opens 9 Jan). 

Stand by too for a first national tour by 
1997 Perrier Award winner Johnny Vegas 
- big man, big laughs, big pots (from 30 Jan). 


FEBRUARY 



B-boys dominate the visual arts this month; 
Bonnard at the Tate, Bacon and Cartier- 
Bresson at the Hayward. Late in his life, 
the French painter turned his attention from 
the rich landscapes and interiors for which 
he’s best known to more private scenes of 
his wife. Sarah Whitfield, in putting together 
the first major Bonnard retrospective in 
Britain since the Sixties, argues that both 
the great Marthe-in-the-baih paintings 
(detail above) and the self-portraits repre- 
sent the conclusion of Bonnard’s life-long 
artistic investigation into the familiar and 
the everyday (from 12 Feb). 

Of a piece, though altogether more ex- 
treme, is the late frauds Bacon's vision of 
the human body at its most vulnerable. Sur- 
prisingly for one of the country's greatest 


post-war painters, this Hayward exhibition, 
curated by David Sylvester, is the first ma- 
jor showing of Bacon’s work in the UK for 
10 years (from 5 Feb). 

Be they film adaptations, novels, short 
stories or plays, Irvine Welsh unlocks twen- 
ty-somethings’ wallets faster than you can 
say “smack". The West Yorkshire Playhouse 
must therefore be grateful that it’s pre- 
miering U Have Had Your Hole, in which, 
apparently, two inner-city low-lifes seek ret- 
ribution in a recording studio. Sounds 
about par for the course (19 Feb-21 Mar). 

Conn Redgrave takes the role of the 
warden in the National's world premiere 
of Not About Nightingales, an early Ten- 
nessee Williams prison drama. Which is 
only fair sioce his sister, Vanessa, re-dis- 
covered the play. If, as is reckoned, 
Williams wrote the play before his break- 
through with The Glass Menagerie, Nightin- 
gales will hopefully anticipate his classic 
body of work rather than - as recent late- 
WILIiams revivals have unfortunately tend- 
ed to do - reveal a once-great playwright 
fading into senescence (from 27 Feb). 

If s Madame Butterfly’s turn for the Roy- 
al Albert Hall stadium treatment this year. 
Following Raymond Gubbay’s stack ’em 
high, sell ’em cheap opera-in-the-round ver- 
sions of La Bohime and Carmen, Aussie 
director David Freeman is planning to flood 
the arena and give Puccini's poor little 
geisha girl a soaking (from 19 Feb). 

Up on the big screen, black America gets 
the Steven Spielberg makeover in Amistad.’ 
The directors very personal lake on the 
plight of a group of slaves recaptured af- 
ter a shipboard revolt is already kicking up 
a race storm in the States (opens 27 Feb). 


MARCH 



1997’s Wilde fever continues with The Ju- 
das Kiss. David Hare’s new play (adapt- 
ed from an unshot filrnscript) opening at 
the Playhouse and offering us the first 
chance to see how Richard Eyre copes with 


life after the National Theatre. Big-screen 
swoon boy Liam Neeson (left) - no stranger 
to playing Irish icons - is lined up for the 
part of Oscar, with Tom Hollander booked 
as Bosie (opens 19 March). 

W? all know what happened the last rime 
Ralph Fiennes starred in an adaptation of 
a Booker Prize-winning novel, so great things 
are expected of Oscar and Luanda, a screen 
adaptation of the Peter Carey novel that finds 
Fiennes cast as a 19th-century gambling 
preacher challenged, with his twin sisteT 
(Cate Blancfaett), to build a glass church in 
the Australian outback (opens 6 March). 

Massive Attack’s Blue Lines opened the 
decade of dance music. Protection re-em- 
phasised their dominance and now every- 
one holds their breath for the Bristolian 
collective’s third album, which they are 
scheduled to tour this month (stopping off 
at the Shepherd's Bush Empire on 20 March). 

The Dulwich Picture Gallery's new ex- 
hibition Italy in the Age of Turner hopes to 
show there was a generation of artists -'Turn- 
er, Samuel Palmer and John Ruskin among 
them - for whom Italy was more than pic- 
turesque classical ruins (4 March-24 May). 



‘Two questions hang over a Rolling Stones concert as inevitably as the pair of 
200ft inflatable nudes framing the stage,’ wrote David Lister when the Stones 
kicked off their latest world tour in Soldier Field, Chicago, last September. 
'Can they cut it? Should they cut it?’ And the answer our critic came up with 
was: “Well, yes. Just...* UK fans can seek satisfaction for themselves when the 
Stones roll into Wembley in August 


APRIL 


Spice Girls, remember them? The Christ- 
mas No Is (right) - assuming they’re still 
all as one-are playing Wsmbley Arena (18- 
19. 21-22, 25-26). 

The National Galleiy marks the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Henry Moore; 
raaquettes of Moore's sculptures will be 
set alongside works from the gallery’s col- 
lection that inspired him (3 April-31 May). 

Placldo Domingo joins Royal Opera 
forces in search of the Holy Grail for three 
concert performances of Wagners final 
Parsifal at the RFH (23. 28 April, 1 May), 
while Aida marches into Earls Court com- 
plete with orchestra (RFO), choir (London 
Philharmonic) and a cast of thousands - 
well, fiOD to be more exact ( 23-25 April). 

Howard Davies directs Eugene O’Neill’s 
The Iceman Cometh at the Almeida with 
Kevin Spacey, Rupert Graves and Clark Pe- 
ters, who will no doubt be aware what be- 



fell one member of the cast the last time 
Davies staged this marathon in the 1970s 
- Ian Holm succumbed to a bout of stage 
fright that lasted 15 years (opens 14 April). 


MAY 

Following their seminal Seventies music- 
theatre collaboration Einstein on the Beach, 
more po-mo high-jinks from American di- 
rector/designer Robert Wilson and com- 
poser Philip Glass (right) in Monsters of 
Grace, a multi -media animation treat- 
ment of the spiritual love poetry of the 13th- 
century Persian mystic Jelaluddin Rumi - 
3D specs supplied (19-23 May). 

Glyndebourne’s 1998 summer season 
offers new stagings of Mozart’s Gad fan tube 
( from 21 May) and Handel’s Rodetinda 
( from 13 June), while the Royal Opera fol- 
lows where Garsington last year led with 
two concert performances of Richard 
Strauss's whimsical mussel-singing romp, 

Die Aegyptiscbe Helena (2Z 25 May). 

Meanwhile, Jonathan Larson's Broad- tests HTV positive — takes over London’s 
way musical sensation Rent - the one Shaftesbury Theatre from the outgoing 
where the plot of Puccini's La Bohtme Royal Opera-tors (opens 12 May). 



Her salty debun kings of Disney stole the 
show at the Hayward's Spellbound exhibi- 
tion a couple of years ago: now painter 
Paula Rego (right) reveals her latest works 
- “costume dramas” based on 1 9th -centu- 
ry Portuguese literature - at the Dulwich 
Picture Galleiy (17 June- 19 Jufy). 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's new musical, 
Whistle Down the Wind, gives Mary Hay- 
ley Bell's touching (and unforgettably 
filmed) tale of simple children who mistake 
an escaped convict for Christ a transatlantic 
shift from the glum North to the deep 
South. A pre-Broadway flop in the USA, 
it arrives in London this month at a venue 
yet to be confirmed (not the Old Vic - Lord 
Webber wouldn’t stump up the readies). 

Movie director Atom Egoyan makes his 
British opera debut with the ENO premiere 



Btyars’s long-awaited, Jules Verne-based 
and Blake Morrison-scripted Doctor Ox's 


of Gavin [Jesus' Blood Never Failed Me Yti) Experiment (from 15 June). 


1ULYTO DECEMBER 

What will Rex Harrison, Phillip Schofield 
and Eddie Murphy have in common by the 
end of July? They’fl all have played Dr Dolit- 
tJe. For the one-time sidekick of Gordon the 
Gopher, the Labatt's Apollo staging of Leslie 
Bricusse's film is a natural progression, while 
Murphy needs to make talking to the ani- 
mals a big-screen summer-smash to confirm 
his return to the Hollywood A-list. 

Following the so-so reception of her 
triple bill at the 1997 Edinburgh Festival, 
a return to the peerless best oflhyia Tharp 
(right) is expected with the UK premiere 
of the legendary choreographer’s Pay's Joys 
(as in Roy Eldridge. the jazz trumpeter) 
at the Barbican (28 July -8 Aug). 

August sees The Stones roll into town 
- well. Wembley (20 Aug) - as well as the 
start of the 1998 Edinburgh Internation- 
al Festival (16 Aug-5 Sept), but be warned, 
the Fringe Fest is threatening to kick off 
a whole week earlier than the official bash. 

In September, the Barbican hosts the first 
major UK showing of American artist 
Cindy Sherman (JO Sept-13 Dec), while the 
Dulwich Picture Galleiy awards Pieter de 
Hooch what it claims (remarkably for a 
painter whose eye for space and light is sec- 
ond only to Vermeer's) to be the 17th-cen- 
tuiy Dutchman's first one-man show ( 3 
Sepi-15 Nov). Edward Aflbee's latest. The Play 
about the Baby, arrives at the Almeida. 

October highlights include a Barbican 
recital by the veteran American mezzo 
Marilyn Horne, once the voice of Carmen 
Jones (9 Oct), and a Tate Gallery exhibi- 



tion devoted to John Singer Sargent, the 
19th-century artist hailed by Rodin as “the 
Van Dyck of his time” (15 Oct-17 Jan). 

Come November, the Barbican’s In- 
venting America season concludes its film 
diary with Jazz in the Movies - a season 
of early “juke bra" films, straight jazz flicks 
such as Pete Kelly's Blues, and classic con- 
cert films such as Jazz on a Summer's Day. 

Then, as winter nights draw in. Leonard 
Bernstein’s gaily glittering, best of all pos- 
sible musicals, Candide, is guaranteed to 
bring the Barbican a little pre-Chrislmas 
cheer (18, 19 Dec), while December also dan- 
gles the possibility of an Emma Thompson 
Rosalind in a Sam Mendcs ,4s lbu Like It. 

Guide compiled by Mike Higgins. 

All information subject to change. 


LONDON CINEMAS 

(central London, today’s showings 
only; please check times with venues) 


ABC BAKER STREET (0171 -935 9772] ©■ Rater St 
Home Atone 3 1 15pm. 3 30pm, 6.50pm LA. ConfMentfal 
8 05pm The Tango Lesson 1 35pm. 3 40pm. 6 15pm. 835pm 
ABC PAHT0N STREET (01 71 -9300631 J-e-PtarCiC 
Mrs Brown i 20pm, 3 40pm. 6pm. fi 25pm LA Confidents 
2pm. 5pm. 8pm Wife 1 I0jm,3 30pm 6pm. B 20pm 
The Bane 220pm. 5 COpm, ftIQpm 

ABC PICCADILLY (0171-437 3561) O Pice Cite 
Chasing Amy 1 15pm. 3 25pm. 5 55pm. 8 35pm SJ.Jrn 
1 40pm. 5.4i.pm. 8 30pm 


ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE (0171-836 6279) O LacSq 
Chasing Amy 2.) 5pm, 5 15pm.fi 15pm 
WIMe 1 05pm. 330pm, 5 55on 8 35pm 


ABC SWISS CENTRE (0171 -439 4470) O-LfcSq 
CAwartement 1 1 (torn 3 4flnm. 6 iopm. B.4flpmLawn Da 
\ 20 P m - 8 50pm Marius B Jeannette ipn 

} 15pm. 6pm. 8 55pm Ma Vie Ei Rose 1 10 pm 3 10pm. 

5 10pm. 1 10pm 9 iOpm 


ABC I0IIENHAM COURT ROAD fOl 71-453661 40) 


-elbttClRdSpIceworfd -The Movie 1.15pm 325pm, 
535pm, 7.45pm. 9 55pm Tomorrow Neva Dies 1 10pm. 
3i0pm,B 30pm 9.10pm Welcome To Sarajevo 1 35on. 
4.05pm, 7pm 9.30pm 

BARBICAN CINEMA (01 71 -382 7000) e Margate 
Sptaworid -Tib Movfe4.l5pm. 6.30pm. 8.30pm Tomorrow 
Never Dies 3pm 6pm. 6.40pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR (0171 -369 1720) * Green fakltanorrow 
Never Dies 1pm 3 30pm. 6pm B 30pm 

CURZON PHOBIIX (0171-369 1721) «■ Lhc Sq 

Keep TheAspiifistra Hying 1.1 5pm.fi 15pm Shooting Ffcdi 

3 45pm. 8 30pm 

CURZON WEST END (01 71 -439 4805) ■& Leic Sq/Toteiham 
Coutt Road ITs A WOmtortoMJfe 240pm. 5 30pm 8.15pm 
EMPIRE LEICESTER SQ (01 71 -437 1234)'&' laic Sq 
Tib Fefl Monty 3.30pm 6pm 8.30pm Seven Years inTM 
3pm,6i5pm. 9.20pm Spiceworid- Tie Movta 1 50pm. 
4l5pm, 6.40pm 9 05fin 

ODEON HflYMARKETlOlfll-315 4212) ■©■RctCrC 
Regeneration 2pm, 6 10pm B.45pn 

00 EON KENSINGTON (0181 -31 5 4214) ■©■ Hitfi SI Kan Alton: 
ftesurreefem 9.40pm Tie Borrowers 1225pm. 2.45pm 
5 05pm Cap Land 7 IspmGeonie Of Tte Jimgle I2nim 


2 1 0pm. 4 20pm Hercules 12 15pm Home Alone 3 1 35pm. 

4 )Oini.645pmlKaowiniMYbuDidladSiiinnier240pm 
5.05pm 7 30pm. 9 55pm Seven Years In Tibet 9 15pm 
Spfceworld- The Movie 1215pm. 2.35pm 5pm 7.20pm. 
9.40pm StareWp Troopers 6.30pm, 9.30pm Tomorrow Never 
Dtea 1pm. 3 5Cipm. 6 40pm.9 30pm 

ODEON LJSC SQ (0)81 -3154215) dteicSq 
Tomorrow Never Dies 1225pm 3.05pm 550pm. 8.35pm 

00E0N MARBLE ARCH (0181-3154216) Marble Arch 
Allen: Resurrection 8. 55pm The Borrowers 1215pm. 
220pm, 4 25pm. 6 35pm George 01 7he Jungle 1 1 4ten. 

1 50pm. 4 05pm Hone Alone 3 11. 35am. 1. 55pm. 4. 1 5pm. 
6.35pm LA. Confidential 8.45pm Sptceworid - Tie M wta 
1pm, 3 35pm. 6 10pm, 8 40pm Starship Troopers 6pm. 
8.55pm Tomorrow Never Dies 1 220pm. 3pm. 6 05pm. 9pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE (0181-315 4215) & Lem Sq 
Beaa 236pm. 435pm. 6.40pm 9.05pm Face/Off 2 15pm 

5 20pm. 8 20pm TTie Full Monty 1250pm, Z(J5pm. 2 55pm. 

4 05pm.5l0im.6 10pm. 7 10pm. 8 2upm 9.1upin 

The rango lesson 2 1 5pm, 4 20pm. 6 30pm 845pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE (0181-315 4220) O Swiss CM 
Alien: Resurrection 8 45pm The Borrowers 1 2 30pm 
2 30pm 4.30pm, 6 30pm George Of Tib Jungle 1 20pm. 
3.45pm. 6. 15pm Home Alone 3 12.40pm. 3. iopm 5 $5pm 1 
Know What Yiou Did Last Summer ipm. 3. 45pm 605pm 


8 40pm LA- Confidential 8 15pm Spicewortd - The Movta 
1pm. 3 30pm, 6pm. 8 30pm Starship Troopers 6pm. 8.35pm 
Tomorrow Never OIbs 12.10pm. 3pm. 5 50pm 8 40pm 

ODEON WEST END (0181 -31 5 422 1 ) e Lee Sq 
Aflen Resurrection 1 15pm, 3 40pm. 6 10pm, 8 45pmn 
Starship Troopers 1 45pm. 4 55pm. 7 45pm 

PEPSI 1MAX CINEMA (0845-600 0505) -e RccCrc 
Across The Sea 01 Thru - A New Ybrk Adventure (3D) 

11 30am. 1 30pm. 3 30pm. 5.30pm. 7 30pm. 9 30pm Beavers 
230pm Blue Planet 4 30pm 10 30pm Grand Canyon -Tie 
Hidden Secrets 10 30am ThriS fflda -The Science Of Foo 
12.30pm. B 30pm 

PLAZA (01 71-437 1234) ^ Rcc CircThe Borrowers 2 30pm. 

4 30pm. 6 30pm. 8 25pm Cop Land 1 30pm. 4pm. 6 10pm. 

5 40pm l Knew tltfhal Ybu Did Last Sommer 1 45pm. 4 05pm 
620pm. 8 40pm One Mght Stand 1 40pm. 3 55pm 6.20pm. 
845pm 

RBtOIR (0171-837 8402)e fhcseil Sq KHchen 
(WoAIChufang) 1 35pm 3 55pm. 6.1 5pm 8 40pm 
The Tango Lesson 2pm 4 15pm. 6 30pm 850pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 10171 -467, 0036) Rater St 
The Borrowers? 40pm. 4 55pm 6 40pm Starship Troopers 
8 30pm Tomorrow Never Dies 3pm, 6 10pm, 8 40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN <01 71 -226 352-01 «■ Angel 


The Full Monty 2.40pm. 4 40pm, 6250pm. 9pm 

SCREEN QN THE MLL (0171 -435 3366] &SetsizePk 
ITs A Wonderful Life 3 20pm 6pm 8 35pm 

VffiGIN CHELSEA (0 1 81 -970 601 0) ■©■ Stone Sq 

The Fun Monty 8.50pm George Of The Jungle 4pm, 6.10pm 

Home Atone 32pm Ipfee gorM-T he fitosta 2 40pm, 

apmTbnwrmi'iteraS ,^30prn ^ 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD LQ181 -970 601 1 j e South Ken Afien: 
Resarrectfon 8.30pm The Borrowers 2 10pm, 4.20pm, 

6 iopm 1 Know What You DM Last Summer4.l0pm. 6.40pm, 

ConUdenfial 220pm. 5 20pm 845pm SpkewSd- The 
Movte 3 50pm. 6.1 Dpm. 8.30pm Thmonnw Never Dies 
140pm 6 20pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET (0181-9706016) <*RccCvc The Ftafi 
Monty 1.25pm 3.45pm. 6.15pm, fl.XfcmLA. Confidential 
2pm. 5pm, 8 35pm Nil Bf BAontti 2.35pm. 5.35pm, 8 35pm 

VIRGIN TRDCADERO (01 81-970 601 5) & Roc CimAfien: 
Resurrection 1 .20pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm The Borrowers 
1 220pm. 2.15pm, 4.20pm. 6 20pm Cop Land 9 1 5pm 
Face/OH fl 50pm George 01 the Jungle 12.10pm, Z20pm, 

■4 30pm 640tmHerntei2noon.2|jiiHflmeAtaiB3 
i2i5pm 230pm. 4 45pm. 7pm I Know WhafYeu DW Last 
Summer 4. 15pm. 6.45pm. 9.1 Opm One Night Stand 9pm 


Spfceworid-Tie Marie !2nooa ipm, 2 20pm, 320pm. 
4.4QOT1. 5.50pm. 7pm. 8. 10pm. 9.20pm 


The Borrowers 1 2 20pm. 2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7pm 
Contact 5.10pm Cop Land 12.10pm, 230pm. 4.50pm. 

7.10pm, 9.4%m George Of The Jsmgle ipm. 3.10pm, 

5 15pm. 7.? 5pm Hercules 12nocn, &m Home Alone 3 
1 1 50am. 2.10pm. 4 30pm 6 4i^,9 15pm I Kaow What 1 
Did Lust Summer 1230pm. 2 40pm. 5pm. 7 20pm,9 30pn 
LA. Confidential 12noon 3pm. 6pm. 9pm. 8.1 0pm 
A LHe Less Ordinary 9 20pm My Best Wears Wadding 
B 40pm Dm Mght Stand 1 50pm 4 10pm. 6 30pm. 850pn 
Prince VUiant 12 15pm, 2.15pm, 4 15pm WetoomeTb 
Sarajevo 620pm 


OTHER VENUES OfiSEA CINEMA (01 71 -351 3742). 
ELEPHANT & CASTLE CORONET (0)71 -7034968).. 
CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE (01 7 1-498 2242); 

GATE NOTT1NG HILL (01 71-727 4043): 
HANMERSMTTHVIRBN (0181-9706026): 

hotting rati coronet (0i7i -727 6705) 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN (0181 -315 4255): PHOSlX (EAST 
FINCHLEY) (01 81 -W4 67%RTTZy(BR ' 

(0171-7372121)RB(DALSTON)(0l 71-25466? 

UQ WWIELEYS (BAYSWATEH) (01 71-792 r 
MWEMA (KMGHrSBRDGE) (0171-369 1723) 
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Aroffer-coaster year for the 

stock market descended 
j £*Ji^qfo£ce yesterday after the 
'^o<^ &change amended the 
cjosang.pnces of more than one in 
4B of the FTSE 100 stocks after 
- thk jjwrket lost 32 points In the 
~ lasifew minutes' of trading. 

CEflbrd German reports on the 
s ^Exchange’s attempts to prevent 
irogue trading. 


The index of leading shares fell 31.8 
paints in the iast 10 minutes of trading to 
l dose at.?, 133. S, but after an hour's delib- 

eration it was revised back up to 5,135.5, 
a gain of 3-2 on the day and almost 25 per 
cent on Iheyear. At midday the index had 
•- been 333 higher at 5,165.6. 

The Stock Exchange subsequently de- 
; * cided to strike out dosing prices for 1 1 
Footsie stocks. 

One stock - Sun life & Provincial - was 
revised up by 63 per cent after the Ex- 
change struck out a final deal at 430p and 
replaced it with a price of 460p, while Reed 
International’s share price was amended 
to 610p from S80p, a 5.2 per cent revision. 
Bank of Scotland, British Land; Glaxo Well- 
come, Halifax, Lasmo, Norwich Union, 
Shell and TbmJans were all amended up- 
wards while Genera] Accident had its 
dosing price cut back. 

Yesterday's unprecedented actions are 
acutely embarrassing for the Exchange, 


Stock Exchange 
closing prices 


which had hoped to avoid sharp moves in 
share prices close to the end of trading. 

Fears that market prices would be de- 
liberately manipulated had prompted it to 
introduce a new formula for New Year’s 
Eve whereby a closing share price would 
be ignored if it had moved by an “excep- 
tional amouot” compared with three spe- 
cific points in the last hour's trading. 

The Exchange said movements in the 
prices of the- remaining S9 shares had not 
been deemed exceptional. 

The revisions prompted a small ad- 
justment in the value of the FTSE 100 in- 
dex. However, the Exchange is understood 
not to be investigating the 30-point fall in 
the value of the index in the final 10 min- 
utes of trading. The drop is believed to have 
been caused by a number of index arbitrage 
deals, involving 100 index stocks, which 
were carried out by one market-making 
firm - understood to be Kleinwort Benson. 

“We're happy with the trade in the index 
aib but then it altered 11 stock prices beyond 
what we were c alling this confidence level” 
an Exchange spokesman said. “As we 
stated we would do because of the im- 
portance of end-of-year prices, we’ve 
restated the 11 dosing prices." 

The end-of-year prices are especially im- 
portant for fund managers because the per- 
formance of their share portfolios - and 
their fees - can be affected by the slight- 
est changes in the index. 

Early morning and late afternoon illiq- 
uidity in the new electronic order book is 
the key force behind the problem of “rogue" 
share prices. An exceptionally volatile move 


in any stock will result in its closing price 
being disregarded when the FTSE 100 is cal- 
culated. This happened in November when 
two JP Morgan traders tried to push down 
the level of the FTSE 100. 

The two sold a number of bundles of 
pharmaceutical stocks in the late afternoon. 
The last bundle of stocks they sold was 
matched with a “buy" order that, because 
of market illiquidity, was priced substantially 
lower than might be expected. This pushed 
down both the closing level of the stocks - 
SmithKIine Beecham and Glaxo Wellcome 
- as well as the closing level of the FTSE 
100. The traders subsequently lost their jobs 
and earned their employer, JP Morgan, a 
record £350,000 fine from the Exchange. 

Meanwhile, the Stock Exchange said 
1997 was a record year with both the value 
and volume of equity business reaching their 
highest ever levels both for UK shares and 
international equities. The number of bar- 
gains transacted in UK shares rose 21 per 
cent to 133 million and the value of shares 
traded rose 36 per cent to £1.0Q8bn. The 
demutualisation of the Halifax, Woolwich, 
Alliance & Leicester and Northern Rock 
buildtng societies and the Norwich Union 
insurance company created 17 million new 
shareholders and added roughly 3 per cent 
to turnover during the year. 

The main market welcomed 134 new UK 
issues and 40 overseas listings but Lhey were 
cancelled out by mergers and takeovers, and 
the number of shares listed actually' tell from 
2.704 to 2.685. In spite of a few casualties 
the AIM market added 107 new firms, tak- 
ing the total to more than 300. 



New year, new price: The Exchange revised prices for II shares Photograph: PA 


^Ladbroke tipped to buy Coral bookmakers from Bass 




Ladbroke, the hotels group, yesterday 
emerged as the favourite to buy the Coral 
chain of bookmakers from Bass, the 
brewing to retail giant that is going through 
a big disposal programme. Confirmation 
of the deal which could be worth as much 
as £500m, is expected in the next few days. 

Hie deal would make Ladbroke a giant 
in the betting shop industry with a network 
of more than 2,800 shops, a massive ex- 
pansion from Its current portfolio of 1,925. 

The size of the enlarged empirewouid 
make a referral to the Monopolies and 


Mergers Commission almost inevitable. But 
industry experts believe Ladbroke could win 
approval for the deal by selling some of its 
shops. One potential buyer would be the 
Tote, which is keen to expand. 

Ladbroke would be almost double the 
size of the William Hill chain, which has 
1,530 shops, and would dwarf the remaining 
rivals - Stanley, which has 567, Tote with 
212, Jack Brown with 1 12, Done Bros' 95 
and Coomes’ 80. Ladbroke also bought the 
114-strong AR Dennis chain of book- 
makers for £31 Jm last January. 


Bass, in effect, put the 930-strong chain 
up for sale in September, when it lost out 
in the battle for William Hill, the rival book- 
maker. Nomura, the Japanese bank which 
won the bidding for William Hill, had pre- 
viously been favourite to buy Coral because 
of the obvious cost savings of putting the 
two businesses together. 

However. Nomura is understood to have 
dropped out of the bidding for Coral several 
weeks ago. 

If Coral is sold for 16 rimes 1997 oper- 
ating profits - the same multiple as in the 


£7O0ra William Hill deal - that would price 
the business at between £400m and £500m. 

Spokesmen for both Bass and Ladbroke 
declined to comment on the news, saying 
they never commented on market rumours. 
Bass shares gained I l.5p ui close at 944.5p. 
while Ladbroke shares eased 2.25p to 264p. 

The news comes at the end of a hectic 
month for Bass. Just a few weeks ago the 
group sold its Gala hingo business for £279. 
disposed of I.4IH.) pubs f*ir £5Mm. and 
bunched an £S50m share buy-back. Never- 
theless. at the time ot the announcement 


analysts calculated that the company could 
comfortably spend £lbn on acquisitions. 
The Coral sale would take that war chest 
to at least £13bn. Bass, which is chaired 
by Sir Ian Prosser, is understood to be look- 
ing to buy an international hotel chain to 
increase its presence in Europe or Asia. 

Targets could include Granada's Meri- 
dien orSaison's InterContinental chain. But 
analysts have expressed concern that Bass 
might end up overpaying for any acquisi- 
tions, as it has so much cash to spare. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 


OFT links 
Bauer to 
Reed sale 


Mysleiy surrounded the future of EPC, the 
consumer magazine business put up for sale 
by Reed Elsevier, yesterday when the 
Office of Fair Trading (OFT) appeared to 
suggest that Heinrich Bauer, the German 
publishing group, had won the bidding war. 

In a statement which was announced to 
the Stock Exchange after the market 
dosed. The OFT invited comments on the 
proposed acquisition of IPC by H Bauer 
Publishing, Heinrich Bauer's UK sub- 
sidiary. The OFT said representations 
would have to be made by 14 January. 

Similar statements from the OFT are 
a daily routine. However, they are normally 
only released several days after an acqui- 
sition has been officially announced. Reed 
has yet to make any statement about the 
deaL 

The privately owned German com- 
pany publishes a wide range of magazines 
and books across Europe. In the UK, the 
group is best known for its consumer titles 
which include Bella, Take a Break. That's 
Life and TT ’ Quick. 

Neither Reed Elsevier or Heinrich 
Bauer could be reached for comment. 
Earlier, a Reed spokeswoman would only 
say that the group was hoping to announce 
the winning bid for IPC “very shortly". 

Speculation about the bidding for IPC, 
which publishes magazines including 
Loaded. Country Life and Woman i Own, 
has been intense. IPC is understood to have 
attracted interest from a large number of 
industry players. But many pulled out when 
it became clear that Reed wanted a high 
price for the business. Originally brokers 
expected IPC, which is forecast to gener- 
ate sales of £350m this year, to fetch no 
more than £750m. 

Weekend reports suggested CINven, the 
venture capital group, was preparing a man- 
agement buyout bid worth £900m. Such a 
deal would be attractive for Reed, because 
it would not attract scrutiny from the com- 
petition authorities as a trade sale might. 
Thai would allow Reed, which is currently 
merging with Dutch publishing giant 
Walters Kluwer. to speed up the disposal. 

Nevertheless Bertelsmann, the German 
media giant, and Emap, the magazine pub- 
lisher. are still believed to be in the frame. 
This is the first time, however, that 
Hamburg-based Heinrich Bauer has been 
linked with IPC. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 
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Interest Rates 

UK Germany 

Base 725% Discern: 
France Lombard 

Intervention 130°* Canada 
Italy Prime 

Discount 550% Discount 
Netherlands Denmark 
SpAdvance 230% Discount 


US 

250% Prime 850% 
450% Osscum 

Fed Raids 625% 
620% Spain 
450% SJ-d Repc 475% 
Sweden 
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Japan 

Discount 050% 
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Central 130% 
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Bond Yields 
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Australia 433 
Belgun 560 
Canada 400 
ECU 43B 
France QOO 
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UK 700 
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Other Softs 
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Feb Mk (CSC) S/SOfc to K33 
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What’s the outlook for 
the world and British 
economies this year? 

How are financial 
markets likely to react to 
the vicissitudes of world 
events? And how are our 
leading companies and 
industries going to 
respond to the twin 
challenges of 
globalisation and rapid 
technological change? 
Crystal-ball gazing is 
rarely a rewarding 
endeavour, but it is 
possible with reasonable 
precision to examine the 
pressures and strains at 
work in commerce and 
business, and from that 
to form a view of the 
future. The Independents 
business writers assess 
below and opposite what 
1998 has in store. 
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Bowing to fate: The president and chairman of Yamsuchi Securities, the Japanese brokerage house, announcing its liquidation in November. The outlook for the Japanese stock market still looks bleak 


Is it deflation or inflation we should fear most in 1998? 


"May you live in interesting times,” the 
famous Chinese curse says. Unfortunately, 
it seems this year to have been cast on 
China's own region, Asia Pacific, which has 
been condemned by the world's capital 
markets to two to three years of severe belt 
tightening and structural reform. 

The coming year will see the impact 
of the financial crisis hitting the people 
on the streets or in the fields. A recent 
Oxfam report warned of the effect the loss 
of jobs in construction across the region 
would have on rural poverty, given the 
numbers who depend on money sent back 
from family members working in the cities. 
Jfoliticians will be caught between the rock 
of popular discontent and the hard place 
of IMF conditions. 

Growth forecasts for Asia have been 
slashed. For example, EBi is predicting just 
1 per cent GDP growth in Japan, while 
HSBC puts growth for South-east Asia, 
excluding Japan and China, at just 2.1 per 
cent. It sees GDP falling by 1.5 per cent 
in South Korea and 3 per cent in Thai- 
land, the two worst afflicted countries. 

ft will therefore be a year when politi- 
cians’ determination to go ahead with 
structural economic reforms will be put 
to the test. Will the Sou Lb-east Asian coun- 
tries dismantle their crony capitalism to 
satisfy the IMF? 

And will Japan implement the root and 
branch change in financial and other 
services that will allow its transition to a 
modern service economy? As Stephen 
Hannah, chief economist at IBJ in 
London, says: “It’s crunch time.” It is hard 
to see. in these circumstances, how there 
can be any significant recovery in equity 
markets, either in Japan or elsewhere in 
the region. Deregulation of the protected 
construction, service and financial sectors 
may provide Japan with a way out of its 
present downward deflationary spiral, 
but the road is a long and hard one. 

Moreover, apart from the likes of big 
multinationals such as Sony, which are al- 
ready folly integrated in the global mar- 
ket, most Japanese stocks are still wildly 
overvalued compared wiih the rest of the 
developed world, even at present de- 


pressed levels. They will have to fail to 
something more like normal levels before 
they can start to rise again- The outlook 
for the Japanese stock market therefore 
continues to look bleak. 


American 

optimism 


There could scarcely be a greater contrast 
between the storm clouds over Asia and 
the sunny optimism brightening US 
economic prospects. Although US growth 
is expected to slow in 1998 from some- 
thing near 4 per cent in 1997, even this 
is taken as a good sign by the Poltyannas. 
Why. if not for the weakness in Asian mar- 
kets, the Federal Reserve would certainly 
have raised interest rates for the first time 
since March by now. 

While it is correct to argue that the eco- 
nomic spill over from the Asian crisis to 
the US and Europe is likely to be small, 
it is still too early to accept the truth of 
the “new paradigm" so beloved by one 
camp of US commentators. They argue 
that the technological revolution and 
strong US position in key markets means 
growth can continue well above trend 
without triggering inflation. 

Certainly, unemployment has fallen im- 
pressively with only a modest pick up in 
pay pressures. But the US (and UK) are 
at exactly that stage of the business cycle 
where false miracles are spotted. Normally 
growth then slows as inflation picks up. 
This lime next year it will be clearer how 
far the “paradigm" has changed. 

What of the more pessimistic camp? Ac- 
cording to this outlook, the Asian crisis 
could spark global deflation. Certainly, 
there are some eery parallels, particularly 
in the competitive devaluations going on 
throughout the Far East, between the sit- 
uation now and that of the late 1920s. Ac- 
cording to this theory, the shock to growth 
in the region, and its huge currency de- 
valuations, will hit exports from OECD 
countries and boost their imports from 
Asia. At its most extreme, the effect of this 


might be to cause investment to dry up on 
a global scale - not just in Asia, but in the 
US too. In those circumstances there 
would also be a marked fall off in con- 
sumption. On balance, however, this would 
seem an unlikely scenario. The buoyant US 
economy is probably still too insular and 
big for this to be a likely outcome. 

So is there anything on the horizon that 
might cause a serious setback on Wall 
Street, aside from the inevitable short- 
term volatility if the new year brings fresh 
turmoil in the Far East? The biggest risk 
is probably not so much that of deflation 
as the possibility that inflationary signals 
cause a sharp change in sentiment about 
the Fed’s interest rate policy. That would 
bit both Treasuries and equities. The risk 
on the other side would be a shift in sen- 
timent in favour of the global deflation 
view. That would be good for bonds, but 
very bad for equities. There is little evi- 
dence for this view yet, but that does not 
mean the markets will not react to the fear. 
Wail Street looks harder to call than ever. 


exporters more competitive than some 
feared? But it is also a disagreement about 
how sharply the Bank of England would 
be prepared to step on the brakes again 
to keep inflation on target. 

One thing seems certain. Whether the 
economy slows of its own accord in the 
next year, or the Bank imposes the slow- 
down, it will be a less buoyant year than 
1997. Profits forecasts are. nevertheless, 
not much more subdued than the 6-7 per 
cent increase expected for 1997. As ever, 
the main influence on the FTSE 100 will 
be which way Wall Street goes in the next 
12 months. 


PREDICTIONS FOR THE END OF 1998 



FTSE 

RPIX% 

Base rate% 

GDP% 

Standard Life 

5,800 

2.6 

7.5 

2.75 

Kleinwort Benson 

5,600 

2.7 

7.00 

1.8 

Morgan Stanley 

6,000 

3.3 

7.00 

3.1 

BZW 

6,000 

2.5 

6.75 

n/a 

NatWest Markets 

5,700 

2.6 

6.75 

-2.3 

Legal & General 

5,500 

n/a 

6.25 ’ • 

n/a 

Today: 

5135.5 

2.8 

7.25 

3.5-4* 


*GDP consensus forecast for full year 1997 


No derailment of 
EMU train 


Brakes on the 
British economy 


All the economists surveyed each month 
by the Treasury agree that growth in the 
UK will slow in 1998. They all agree about 
the ways it will come about too. Exports 
will turn down as the effect of the strong 
pound finally bites, and markets in Asia 
and the US slow. The consumer boom will 
continue to ebb, thanks to the five in- 
creases in interest rates - with perhaps one 
or two more rises to come. 

But the forecasters could not dis- 
agree more about the scale of this slow- 
down. Predictions for growth in 1998 range 
from 1.5 per cent to 3.6 per cent, and for 
the target measure of inflation from 2 per 
cent to 4 per cent. 

This is partly a disagreement about the 
degree of momentum in the economy. Are 
personal incomes rising fast enough, 
thanks to the tight jobs market, to keep 
consumer spending robust? Are British 


There arc plenty of key dates for the 
launch of the single currency coming up 
this year, for on 1 January 1999 the par- 
ticipating currencies are locked together 
irrevocably. 

Under the UK Presidency of the Eu- 
ropean Union, in March the European 
Monetaiy Institute and the European 
Commission will formally report on which 
countries have qualified. A special sum- 
mit on 1-3 May will decide who joins and 
at what bilateral exchange rates their cur- 
rencies are to be lied. Conversion rates 
to the euro will be formally set on 31 De- 
cember. 

It seems all but certain that there will 
be 11 members - excluding the UK but 
including Italy. If Germany had decided 
to set its face against Italian membership, 
the politicking would have had to start 
already. Economists see little chance of 
any surprises on either membership or 
timing. Alison Cottrell of Paine Webber 
argues that it would lake an unexpected 
severe economic downturn in Germany or 
France, causing them to miss the 3 per cent 
of GDP target for the government bud- 
get deficit, to delay the start And, as she 
notes: “It’s difficult to have a recession 
when you’re hosting the World Cup." 

-Diane Coyle 


The stock market will continue last 
year’s surge in the new year with a 
rise of more than 10 per cent by the 
end of 1998, according to some of 
the Crty^s leading forecasters and 
fund managers. 

Ken Forman, global strategist 
with Standard Life, looks to 
sustained growth from the banking 
and insurance sectors, along with 
utility stocks, the main drivers of 
share price growth. But his 5,800 
forecast for the 100 share index will 
see much of the increase in the 
second half of the year, with January 
and February overshadowed by 
turmoil in die Far East. 

"Financials are still going to be 
strong, with more industry 
restructuring. These companies still 
have surplus capital which they need 
to use profitably,” he said. 

At best, the economy will see a 
dassic soft landing, says Morgan 
Stanley's economics team, which 
sees UK shares remaining better 
value than the rest of Europe. “We 
would remain overweight in UK 
equities, because of strong company 
balance sheets and continued strong 
profits growth.” 

The spurt in buy-backs, mergers 
and acquisitions is another factor in 
the FTSEts performance, according 
to Dresdner KJeinwort Benson^s 


strategists, though their prediction 
for a sharp slowdown in economic 
growth will dampen activity, 

Jeremy Batstone, of NatWest 
Stockbrokers, says financial 
companies will help drive the 
market to 5,600. An optimistic 
Gareth Evans, of Nikko, believes it is 
not impossible for the index to 
break 6,000. 

Richard Jeffrey, of broker 
Charterhouse, says the index will 
end at the 5,200 mark because 
uncertainty will drive it down as the 
state of the domestic economy and 
the influence of overseas markets 
take their toll. 

For Michael Hughes, group 
economic adviser to BZW, the key 
question is whether 1998 will see 
renewed interest in emerging 
markets in the Far East, as returns 
slow from fast growing hl-tech 
industries in the West "The 
turbulence m Asia has taken some 
markets there down to the stage 
where they offer genuine value for 
the first time in 15 years,” he says. 

Such tips should be taken with a 
large helping of salt. Last year most 
commentators expected at best a 
weak outlook for shares. In the 
event, the 100 index soared by more 
than a quarter. 

- Chris Godsmark 
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Competition set to intensify as Europe rings in changes 


INDUSTRY 

Exporters look to break free from the currency squeeze 
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It must seem hard to believe 
that the pace of activity and 
change this year in the telecom- 
munications industry can match 
the hectic level of i?97 t which 
saw some massive mergers and 
acquisitions in the US and some 
ambitious attempts at cross- 
border consolidation. But if 
anything, things look set to 
accelerate yet further, with the 
market for telecoms thrown 
open to full-blooded competi- 
tion throughout the European 
Union from today. 

Competition has been a 
reality in Britain since the mar- 
ket was opened up fully in 
1991. but seven years on BThas 
largely managed to maintain its 
dominant market position, with 
just over 90 per cent of resi- 
dential exchange lines. This 
seems about to change as the 
cahle operators, who have for 
so long fallen short of critical 


mass in the market, make 
greater inroads into BTs near- 
monopoly. 

OfteL, the watchdog, recent- 
ly predicted BTs share of resi- 
dential phone lines would fall to 
70 per cent by 2000. For con- 
sumers, this means even more 
generous price cuts from BT and 
the cable companies. Mobile op- 
erators are also reducing their 
ta riffs, with signs that the last 
quarter of 1997 will reverse re- 
cent industry gloom and show 
record subscriber growth. 

Mark Lambert, from Merrill 
Lynch, says: “BT will feel the 
pinch from competitors more in 
1998 than it ever has done. The 
depth and breadth of competi- 
tion will intensify by the 
month.” 

For business customers cut- 
throat competition is already a 
reality, with BTs market share 
down to around two-thirds. 


David Oertlc, chief executive of 
Esprit Telecom, the rapidly 
growing Reading-based business 
phones company, predicts BTs 
share of the company phone 
market will fall even faster. 
“We’ve grown our business by 
80 per cent over two years and 
that kind of substantia] growth 
shows no sign of slewing.” 

BTs challenge is to prevent 
the decline in its UK customer 
base turning into a rout, while 
building a strong foothold in 
emerging European markets. In 
France and Germany BT looks 
well placed to become a leading 
rival to the monopolists, but dis- 
putes over the cost of access to 
incumbent operators' networks 
could slow competition. BT is 
unlikely to see significant profits 
in continental Europe until well 
into the next mill enni um. 

The departure of Don 
Cruickshartk as telecoms regu- 


lator at the end of March is un- 
likely to herald a shift in policy. 
But Oftel’s advice would be 
important for two big decisions 
expected from Labour. 

BT is likely to be cleared to 
run entertainment programmes 
down its phone lines, though 
whether it still wants to offer 
such a service is unclear. Mean- 
while, all eyes will remain on 
BTs attempts to find a new US 
partner to replace MCI, after 
the two companies’ merger was 
trumped by a $40bn bid from 
WorldCom. 

Options for BT include 
another large scale merger with 
a US giant such as GTE, a deal 
to buy one or more smaller 
emerging groups, or an al- 
liance stopping short of an eq- 
uity stake. More trips to the 
States are in prospect for BT 
executives. 

- Chris Godsmaric 


British manufacturers will be 
hoping that the next 12 months 
can only get better, after a tur- 
bulent year dominated by the 
impact of the strong pound. The 
13 per cent surge in the value 
of sterling against the German 
mark last year severely hit ex- 
porters to continental Europe 
and all the signs are that the 
painful squeeze on profit mar- 
gins will continue. 

Even firms with no major 
overseas markets felt the pres- 
sure in 1997 as cheaper imports 
flooded in. while large engineers 
with far-flung global interests 
suffered when translating their 
profits into sterling. 

The result was that share 
prices fell behind. The FTSE 
General Industrials index 
lagged the broader market by 
IS per cent while the unloved 
Diversified Industrials sector, 
helped by two profit warnings 


from BTR, underperformed by 
over 30 per cent. 

Although the pound may 
weaken slightly during 199$. 
most forecasters predict it is un- 
likely to give up all the gains it 
made in 1997. Most economists 
are expecting further interest 
rate rises to curb inflation, with 
base rates unlikely to drop back 
until the second half of 1998. 
Higher raLes will inevitably con- 
tinue to support sterling. 

Those hardest hit by the 
strong pound will remain 
groups such as British Steel, 
which price products in German 
marks on world markets. British 
Steel has accelerated the con- 
traction of its workforce to cut 
costs, but the longer the strong 
pound continues, the harder 
and more costly it becomes for 
companies to hedge against 
currency risks. Similarly, busi- 
nesses which have long-term 


supply contracts in continental 
Europe, such as Laird, the car 
parts supplier, look vulnerable. 

Another question mark hangs 
over demand from the home 
market, with seme forecasters pre- 
dicting that the consumer boom 
will begin to fade as the stream 
of building society windfall pay- 
outs dries up. Though any impact 
on manufacture rs would be grad- 
ual. the first signs could come in 
the car market, which is unlikely 
to grow much further than the 2.1 
million sales due for 1997. 

Elsewhere, manufacturers 
will become increasingly preoc- 
cupied with consolidation. Eu- 
ropean defence contractors and 
their suppliers will contemplate 
moves to create a single Euro- 
pean giant to challenge the US. 

British Aerospace and GEC 
are ready to get together with 
their counterparts in Germany 
and Italy to form large defence 


groupings that can compete on ■ 
a global scale. But a question 
mark remains about the attitude 
of the French government. If it 
continues to resist deals in- 
volving Thomson, the defence 
electronics group. British de- 
fence contractors may decide to 
look elsewhere - possibly even 
the US - for tie-ups. 

The steady streams of bids 
will continue, as globalisation 
becomes the by-word in the 
metal-hashing sector. As the 
recent offers for T&N, Morris 
Asbby and Menvier-Swain 
show, foreign predators have 
been keen to buy UK manufact- 
urers as a way to buildup ti>eir 
positions in Europe. Mean- 
while, large British engineers 
like Siebe and TI are likely to 
pursue strategic acquisitions in 
the Far East and Latin America. 

- Aster 77x7/ Larsen 
and Chris Godsmark 
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RANKING 

Established banks must adapt, merge or die 




Consolidation, both on a 
national and cross-border ba- 
sis, will again be the dominant 
theme of the year for the fi- 
nancial- services industry. 
Information technology and 
die coming of the single Eu- 
ropean currency promise a 
■new . age of low-cost banking 
and other forms of financial 
service as national frontiers and 
other harriers to entry break 
down.' 

For most established banks 
and savings or ganisati ons it is 
a question of -adapt and cam- 
pete. merge, or die”. 

The merger wave which 
swept through investment bank- 
ing towards the end of last year 
Jpoks set to continue well into 
Hie. new year. The ones to 
watch are second-tier conti- 
nentaLbanks with global ambi- 
Commerzbank and 
for example. 

_ : For the likes of Cora- 
jfaencbank, options include a 
fink-up with a US firm looking 
lor a European leg, such as 
{Donaldson Lufkin & Jennette, 

Utilities 


or perhaps a deal with a conti- 
nental rivaL 

A Commerzbank/Deutsche 
Bank merger perhaps? Unlike- 
ly, say the analysts, but stranger 
things have happened. Neither 
is it necessarily the end of the 

action at the banks (hat grabbed 
the headlines in 1997. UBS and 
SBC remain relatively weak in 
the US, and 1998 could see the 
two Swiss banking g ianre hi tting 
the acquisition trail again. 

The demise of the medium 
sized, independent British in- 
vestment bank is another fea- 
ture- of 1997 set to re-emerge in 
1998. Schraders, Robert Flem- 
ing, Rothschilds and Lazards 
wiU all be under the spotlight. 

Look out for a raft of dis- 
appointing financial results as 
banks own up to having had 
their fingers burned by equity 
derivatives in last autumn's 
volatile markets. JP Morgan and 
Chase Manhattan are among 
the few to admit to being caught 
out by recent gyrations of the 
financial markets. More are 
bound to follow suit in the first 


few months of the year. 

V&tch out too for a raft of 
cross financial services mergers. 
IT is blurring previously distinct 
financial products and channels 
of distribution as never before. 
To help cover the costs of ex- 
pensive branch networks and 
defend present rales of return, 
traditional high street banks will 
step np their efforts to diversi- 
fy into other finan cial products, 
such as life assurance. A deal 
between Barclays and Legal & 
General was one of the many 
merger rumours doing the 
rounds in 1997. It is a stoiy that’s 
likely to come around again. 

The Financial Services Au- 
thority, bringing' together pre- 
viously distinct financial 
regulators and supervisors un- 
der one roof, wili come into its 
own this year. The creation of 
such a monstrous bureaucracy 
carries obvious dangers, tho ugh 
most commentators agree that 
the approach is fundamentally 
sound. All the same, the scope 
for cock-ups is high. 

— Lea Paterson 
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The big event of the year for 
utilities should be New Labour’s 
promised reform of the way 
electricity and water companies 
are regulated. In the end, how- 
ever, this may prove something 
of a damp squib. 

While in opposition Labour 
made political capital ont of the 
apparently excessive profits of 
the privatised ‘ utilities and 
promised to do something 
about them once returned to 
office. The review of regulation 
launched by Margaret Beckett, 
President of the Board of Trade, 
emerges around February. 

The more radical ideas can- 
vassed before the election, such 
as profit-sharing to cream off an- 
nual excess earnings, have 
almost certainly been ditched. 
But other Initiative&promise jo . 
herald a limited shake-up of the 
system inherited from the Ibries. 

One idea which has found 
favour is to merge the gas and 


electricity watchdogs. Of gas 
and Offer, in a move which will 
probably see the departure of 
Clare Spottiswoode, the gas 
regulator, when her five-year 
contract expires in October. 
Professor Stephen Liitlechhd, 
the electricity regulator, is un- 
likely to get the job of “super 
regulator”. The review will also 
stre amlin e and toughen con- 
sumer representation and iron 
our differences between regu- 
lators’ powers across sectors. 

Industry executives hope the 
review will settle the thorny 
issue of whether power gener- 
ators can buy regional electric- 
ity companies (REGs), allowing 
PowerGeu to bid for all or part 
of Midlands Electricity and 
giving the green light to mergers 
between RECs... ...... _ 

If gas was rarely out of the 
headlines in 1997, with the 
landmark British Gas demerger 
vying for space with price cuts. 


electricity promises to dominate 
in 1998. By the end of January 
Professor Littlechild will almost 
certainly have announced a 
delay to the start of domestic 
competition. 

A six month postponement 
from April to September looks 
increasingly likely. Tony Boor- 
man, head of competition at 
Offer, says: “People have always 
understood that there were 
risks with the time-scale ... 
The official line is that April 
looks very difficult.” 

Meanwhile Offer will give the 
first word on the size of price 
cuts to be levied on the RECs' 
distribution businesses in 2000, 
with a big one-off plunge in rev- 
enues a near certainty. And by 
the autunm, Ian Byatt, the \raier 
regulator, will have derided on 
the size of the price reduction 
for water companies in 2000. 
Shareholders have been warned. 

- Chris Godsmark 



Faring a year of change: Barclays' chief executive, Martin Taylor, might have a role in a merger story 


MEDIA 

Consumers to be 
offered a legion 
of digital choices 


Digital will be the stoiy of the year in 1W8. 
Television goes digital in three ways next year, 
with the launch of digital-terrestrial, satel- 
lite and cable platform. The arrival of the 
new technology has dented media compa- 
ny share prices in 1997. As the City worries, 
groups such as Carlton Communications and 
BSkyB are having to spend heavily on dig- 
ital long before there’s any sign of return. 

The first digital radio licences are up for 
grabs this year as well. Elsewhere, non- 
broadcast groups such as Reed Elsevier will 
be going, digital too as they continue the tran- 
sition from hardcopy to electronic media. 

Currency problems will keep effecting 
companies like Reuters. Reed and EMI, 
which have large overseas earnings. Ad- 
vertising is another uncertainty. While 
next year's World Cup is likely to create 
demand for advertising, recruitment ads 
may see a downturn which would effect, 
among others, regional newspaper groups. 

Consolidation in TV has been fast and 
furious in 1997. ITV companies like Ulster 
Television and Scottish Media Group could 
get snapped up next year but the feeding 
frenzy is largely over. Similarly, in the 
regional press the big takeovers are mostly 
complete - once United News & Media se- 
cures the sale of its regional division - but 
titles will be swapped as the dominant 
players refine their portfolios. 

Other issues to watch out for include the 
renewal of ITV licences. Channel Three 
companies will deride in 199S when they 
want to renew: the first new licences take 
effect from 1st January 1999. “Unbundling” 
will also rear its head. The Independent Tele- 
vision Commission, the television watchdog, 
could force BSkyB to offer its premium 
channels separated from its basic channels. 

Regulators may also move against Ru- 
pert Murdoch's newspaper interests, which 
have been accused of “predatory pricing”. 
Several amendments have been tabled to the 
Competition Bill which would make actions 
for unfair predatory pricing easier to bring. 

The Internet continues to promise 
much commercially but deliver little. None 
the less, all media players will be investing 
heavily in anticipation that sometime soon, 
maybe this year, maybe next, the transition 
from promise to reality will take place. 

Industry players are still unclear as to 
where the real value in the media is going 
to lie. Is it going to be with the producers 
of entertainment, news and sport, or is it 
going to he with the distributors of prod- 
uct or will the greatest value lie with those 
who arc able to hriog about a winning com- 
bination of the two? Whatever the answer, 
more k»ok destined to get it wrong than right 
- Cathy Newman 
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BIOTECH 

Deals with big drugs players will be the key 
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There is little doubt that 1998 
will be a toogher year on the 
high street After last year’s 
fetiiga conditions, with con- 
stundfispendmg boosted by 
huilt^sodety windfalls, rising 
bouse prices and fow interest 
rales, retaQere will be looking 
ahead with some trepidation. - 
' The windfalls have been 
either spent or saved. Interest 
rate, rises, are starting to bite and 
the engin e of house price rises 
looks, to have run out of steam. 

The evidence of a slowdown 
is with us already. November 
sales were sluggish and Christ- 
mas trading has b§en patchy. 
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the fashi on retailer,- and Mul- 
berry, the luxu ry g oods group. 

The opening of two big 
shopping centres ai Cribbs 
Causeway near Bristol and Traf- 
fordPark in Manchester will add 
farther capacity tq theiector at 
the wrong pohftin the* cycle. 

Another trends will be the 
urge to demerge. Sears will spin 
off Selfridg^WH Smith, will 
demerge^ristone’s aiKLthe 


Investors in biotech companies 
wili be looking forward to a 
strong recovery after 1997, 

which was certainly a year to for- 
get. Strangely, this contrasted 
sharply with the performance of 
the big pharmaceutical stocks, 
most of winch advanced 
strongly in the hope of more 
consolidation. 

British Biotech, Celltecb 
and Scotia all reported set- 
backs for some of their most 
important products, and Bio- 
compatibles fell from grace 
after failing to secure its rela- 
tionship with Johnson & John- 
son of the US; Perhaps fittingly, 
the year ended with the depar- 
ture of David Horrobin, chief 
executive of Scotia and one of 
the industry’s most colourful 
characters, whose failure in 
co mm ercialising the group’s 
science forced him out of Scotia 
and back into the laboratory. 


Small wonder that share 
prices in the sector fell an av- 
erage 46 per cent from their 
highs in a rising market. This 
year can hardly be worse. 

The flow of good news 
should improve, with Chiro- 
srience expected to announce 
European approval in the first 
half for its long-acting anaes- 
thetic, Levobupivacaine and a 
marketing partner for the drug. 
British Biotech is expected in 
April to launch its first product, 
Leripafant for pancreatitis. 

However', the key to senti- 
ment will be deals with big 
pharmaceutical companies. 
These should become more 
frequent as the heavyweights 
consolidate, focus their finan- 
cial might on marketing and 
increasingly rely on young 
biotechs to supply them with 
cutting-edge ideas. Despite its 
present travails, Biocomparibles. 


for instance, believes that future 
growth will come as much from 
this area as any other. 

More deals might also en- 
courage investors to return to 
the sector after the hammering 
many of the biotech*, took in 
1997. That, in turn, would spark 
another wave of flotations - and 
there are plenty waiting in the 
wings - which would have the 
salutary effect of broadening in- 
vestor choice. 

It is also worth noting that 
biotech and pharmaceutical 
stocks are not sensitive to trou- 
bles in Asia or slowing economic 
growth at home. 

But then, as 1997 has more 
than amply demonstrated, 
biotech is a sector for those with 
deep pockets and a long-term 
vision, not the short-term hori- 
zons more normally associated 
with quoted stock markets. 

- Sameena Ahmad 
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Big Six imitate their clients 
in the urge to merge 


STOCK MARKETS 



TRANSPORT 

Prescott to set pace for rail and bus firms 


U L ' ’■ 

! “ . >• 




t*" '• ' 

*^'"7 

r.v'7' 

tomtit 

|,Vtr 

I***-;' 
r ' 




L 


- fonwffl be fmaliscri latex this 
month. The Jaeger and VjyeUa 
retail businesses are alsrijn the 
*. -process of being ddnergedfrom 
CofflsViyella; Tins ma> r i^se the 
pcsribflityof corpwaie privily, 
■paitiailariy indepartmeiiaoTes. 
• The'WbrfoQrpmFmcein 
'Jiitie should provide a 'boost 
. from sports relaifersl The 
planned flotation of Sports 
■ Division could spark a battle 
: soya! with JJB sports. 

• : Tirchnology wfll also mak e its 

snarkon the sector thfcyear with 
the launch of digital television. 
TExpect great fanfare but* slow 
-start to consumer buying. 

And finally, the new issues 
ma rke t wifl be interesting, given 
Are sector’s recent wobbles. 
Monsoon, the women's fashion 
nuiniw, wfflyrovide the first test. 
. - Nige/ Cope 


The most important event of the 
year for Britain’s road, rail, air 
and sea industries will be the 
publication in May by John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, of the Government’s 
- integrated transport policy. 

The accompanying white 
paper will almost certainly 
herald new measures aimed at 
curbing car use, such as road 
pricing and heavier taxation of 
company car perks like free 
parking. The moves could ben- 
efit the expanding bus and train 
transport groups such as Stage- 
coach, FiistBus, National Ex- 
press Group, and Go-Ahead. 

However, the flip side for 
businesses such as these could 
be much tighter regulation of 
their bus and rail activities. 
The Government has already 
hinted that it would like to 
bring the train leasing compa- 


nies such as Porterbrook under 
the umbrella of the existing rail 
regulatory framework. There is 
qfcn the possibility of the bus in- 
dustry outside London being 
brought under direct regulator 
controL 

Another issue likely to be on 
the agenda is the ownership of 
London Underground, which 
Rafltrack 1 would very much like 
to get its hands on. 

The big City event of the 
year will be the flotation of Lon- 
don and Continental Railways, 
the consortium selected to build 
and operate the high-speed 
Channel Tunnel rail link. LCR 
is seeking to raise £5.4bn, of 
which £lbn-£1.5bn will be 
through an equity issue around 
the middle of the year. Given 
the experience of the tunnel 
itself - two years late and 100 

percent over budget - it will not 


be an eaty issue to gel away. 

With the feny merger be- 
tween P&O and Stena Sealink 
now finally approved, a move 
which should mean improved ef- 
ficiency and more stable pricing. 
1998 mi gh t just be the year when 
Eurotunnel begins to make real 
operating profits before, of 
course, interest on its debt moun- 
tain. Although the debt has been 
halved, it still stands at £4bn. 

Another merger which 
should finally see the light of day 
is the British Aiiways-Ameriean 
Airlines alliance, hdd up by 
regulatory investigations for 18 
months. Assuming it finally gets 
clearance from Brussels and 
Washington in February, expect 
to see the alliance start up in the 
aut um n with the two carriers 
shorn of perhaps 250 take-off 
and landing slots at Heathrow. 

- Michad Harrison 


In going for mega -mergers, ihe 
four Big Six accounting and 
consulting firms in the throes of 
marriage preparations are 
jumping on a bandwagon that 
has already rolled through bank- 
ing and other sectors. .As with 
these other industries, the dri- 
vers are said to be the general 
globalisation ol business and the 
need m achie\e econnmies of 
scale, especially when investing 
in emerging markets. 

But the proposed deals to 
create out of Coopers & Lv- 
brand and Price Waterhouse on 
the one hand and KPMG and 
Ernst & Young on the other, 
two new combined entities each 
bigger than the present biggest. 
Andersen Worldwide, also 
mark something of a coming of 
age for these large interna- 
tional firms. Though they cling 
to the idea of being partner- 
ships. they have already aped 
ihcir clients in such ways as hav- 
ing executive management 
teams, setting stringent per- 
formance targets and - in a few 
cases - publishing financial de- 
tails about themselves. 

Moreover, they talk less 
ahoul their profession than 
about their industry. If the two 
planned mergers are successful 
that process will only continue 
at a quicker pace. There is no 
way that a firm with upwards of 
S.500 partners and $13bn-odd 
in annual revenues - as would 
he the ca.sc with the Coopers- 
PW deal - is a partnership in 
anything but name. 

All eyes will he on how suc- 
cessful the big players arc in per- 
suading regulators in the US. 
Europe and Japan that their 
merger plans will not act against 
the public interest. As Nick 
Land, UK senior partner of 
Ernst & Young, points ouL this 
is not an all-or-nothing situation 

Even if the mergers are noL 
waved through, the accountancy 
world will not look the same at 
the end of 1 90S as it di »es today. 


Firms will seek to achieve their 
aims through other means, 
perhaps even merging in some 
parts of the world hut not 
others. And. though commen- 
tators have worried about the 
concentration of big audits in 
few hands, it is clear that the 
protagonists are Dot losing sleep 
on this jienre. 

Andersen and Deloitte & 
Touche, the two Big Six firms 
not s» ■ lar involved in merger 
talks, are confident of picking 
up clients and staff from rivals 
attempting to merge. Firms in 
the so-called second tier and be- 
yond arc also likely lo continue 
to consolidate in the hope of be- 
ing better able lo compete for 
some of the scraps left over 
from the Big Six's gnawings. 

Running parallel with the 
urge to merge is the urge to 
break up. The Andersen or- 
ganisation - despite continuing 
to grow at close on 20 per cent 
a year -spent much of 1997 try- 
ing to resolve the bitter row be- 
tween its core accounting arm. 
Arthur Andersen, and Ander- 
sen Consulting, the specialist 
consulting business particularly 
known for big IT projects that 
was set up in 1989. 

The dispute centres on the 
consulting arm’s claim that the 
other business has been com- 
peting in its area of business de- 
spite receiving a £100m-a-year 
subsidy from its sister operation. 
Just before Christmas, the AC 
partners stunned their col- 
leagues in the rest of the busi- 
ness by calling for an arbitrator 
to settle the issue. 

There is a certain irony- and 
not a little hubris - in the fact 
that just as olher firms are fol- 
I ow ing Andersen's lead in seek- 
ing to create a single global firm 
spanning all areas of profes- 
sional services, the role model 
looks like falling apart. And if 
that happens, who knows what 
alliances might spring up. 

- Reger Trapp 
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Amvescap steps into the limelight to end the year on a high 


TAKING STOCK 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Amvescap, the least known 
Footsie constituent, was one 
blue chip to end 1997 at a 
peak. Ignoring the kerfuffle in 
the final 10 minutes of trading ' 
the shares rose 16p to 523p, a 
far cry from the 207 Jp seen in 
January. 

The investment group, with 
a £3bn capitalisation, emerged 
from the shrouds of obscurity 
last month when, to the sur- 
prise of many, it made its way 
into the exclusive Footsie 
index, covering the nation's top 
100 companies. 

Despite its elevation it is 
unknown to many investors. 
Perhaps that is not surprising 
as it derives around 90 per cent 
of its income from the US and 
is based in Atlanta. It has 
adopted a low profile here. 

The group was formed 
when Invesco, a British in- 
vestment operation, acquired 
AIM Management, a US 


group. The two became 
Amvescap in March. 

As usual in the shortened 
New Year’s Eve session trad- 
ing was thin; volume was 216.5 
million shares. In early trad- 
ing Footsie was up 50 points 
and stood 33 -3 higher at mid- 
day. Ten minutes later, when 
the stock market closed, the 
calculation showed a mere 
1.5 gain. It was then adjusted 
to a 3.2 plus after the Stock 
Exchange had examined the 
final ten minutes of trading to 
root out rogue trades. 

Humiliatingly, no less than 
11 shares were adjusted; most 
of the changes went into 
double figures with General 
Accident (40p) the only price 
cut. Halifax was lifted by 2Sp 
and Sun lift & Provincial fry 
30p. 

The many changes, which 
are bound to lead to charges 
of price rigging, call into ques- 


tion the accuracy of Footsie 
calculations since the order- 
driven system was introduced 
in October. 

In effect, the Stock Ex- 
change, in arriving at the re- 
stated prices, ignored the last 
order-book trade, even ap- 
pearing to pay some attention 
to the final trades registered 
under the old, quote-driven 
system. 

The last order -book trade 
in GA was at l,095p for 938 
shares. It was completely out 
of line with other deals. Almost 
at the same time two trades 
involving 6,354 shares went 
through at l,055p. The re- 
stated price was 1.055p. 

Halifax was hit by two late 
trades at 736p and 743p. al- 
though it had been trading at 
above 76flp; the adjusted price 
was put at 764p. 

Surprisingly, the Stock 
Exchange does not regard any 


of the deals which forced the 
recalculations as suspicious. 
And it does not intend to 
cunduct any investigation. The 
sharp Footsie slump in the 
final ten minutes trading was. 
it is claimed, due to basket 
trades and the Stock Exchange 
is happy that nothing untoward 
occurred. 

Close attention was paid to 
New Year’s Eve's closing 


Share spotlight 


share price, pence 

1200 — 

1150— General 

iiflO — | Accident | — | 
1050 — ■ -j 

too _ m r 
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prices because it is the valua- 
tion day for many funds. With 
so many price* regarded as 
inaccurate there could be a 
case for daily adjustments. 
Funds using quarterly valua- 
tions will no doubt be clam- 
ouring for price checks at the 
end of each quarter. 

The order-driven farce has 
cast a shadow over a record 
year. Domestic and interna- 
tional equity turnover rose by 
36 per cent and f>7 per cent re- 
spectively. 

The adjusted Footsie close 
of 5.135.5 compares with a 
5.330.8 peak reached in Oc- 
tober. In December Footsie 
rose more than 300. 

Royal Bank of Scotland, 
one of the unadjusted shares, 
led Footsie shares yesterday 
with a Z9p gain to 773p. 

Bass, the brewer, rose 
1 l_5p to 944.5p. helped by talk 
it could sell its Coral belting 


shops chain to Ladbroke. Last 
month agreed to sell its 
bingo clubs chain and its ten- 
anted pubs. 

Retailers scored some 
o.i ins as the sales continued to 
pull In customers. Kingfisher 
put on 15p at S48p. 

As the Stock Exchange suf- 
fered order-driven discomfort 
its tiny rival, Ttadepoint, had 
the misfortune to encounter 
old-fashioned market pres- 
sure, falling lOp to51.5p, a low. 
When order-driven trading 
appeared and Tradepoint was . 
enjoying the benefits of a cash 
injection the shares touched 
14S -5p. 

The latest demerger, 
splitting the car dealership 
from Culver saw the resultant 
Wyndham Motor Group trade 
at U3.5p with Culver, now 
concentrating on financial 
services, at 35 Jp, an effective 
7.75p gain. 


Television producer Mike 
Mansfield has reduced his 
stake in showbiz grou p 
Galaxy Media, selling 30,000 
shares at UOp against an. 
unchanged 120p price on the 
backwater Seats market. He 
still has 13.63 percent Six 
months ago the shares hit a 
200ppeak. 
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African Gold Resources; an 
Australian-based expiorei; 
arrived on th^ lightly 
regulated Offex market. It has 
mineral prospects in Ghana 
and is seeking to expand. Its 
shares created little interest, 
holding at 5p, capitalising the 
company at £3Am. 






Ins pec, a chemical group, 
held at 235.5p. Analyst Philip 
Monish at Nikko has lifted ' 
his estimates and sees profits 
increasing from £3 2m to 
£47m last year and reaching 
£53 -5m this yean He rates the 
shares a boy. 
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Hoddle: Cabbages or 
coronation lie in wait 


The summer of 1998 promises 
fete a bumper one for off- 
licences, take-away restaurants, 
Relate -and divorce lawyers. 
Yes,;ift World Cup year. 

Pans may be lovely in the 
spring but the footballers of 32 
countries are more interested in 
being there in July this year as 
the ■ World Cup returns to 
France for the first time in 60 
years. 

In the 33 days from 10 June, 
when Brazil open the' tourna- 
ment against Scotland at St- 
Denis, to the 17 July final in the 
same north Parisian suburb, 64 
matches will played. The global 
television audience win break all 
records, new reputations will be 
forged and old ones broken. By 
the end of it Glenn Hoddle 
could be either destined to join 
Sir Alf Ramsey as a footb allin g 
kni ght or Gr aham Taylor in the 
vegetable patch. Either way he 
and his team will dominate the 
tabloid front pages. 

The Football Association, 
and the French organisers, will 
be praying be will not be shar- 
ing them with England's fans. 
One hopes, for ail Hoddle's 
faith, that they will be making 
more secular preparation as 
well. Unfortunately nothing 
short of the long-overdue 
government confiscation of 
passports from known offenders 
is likely to ensure a trouble-free 
tournament. This is unlikely, but 
should be remembered when 
the scapegoating starts. 

There may be a dry-run for 
the security forces in Paris on 
13 May. but Aston Villa's 
chances of progressing through 
a strong field to the Uefa Cup 
final seem slimmer than Chel- 
sea’s prospects of reaching the 
previous week’s European Cup- 
Winners’ Cup final in Stock- 
holm. 


FOOTBALL 

BY GLENN MOORE 

By then Alex Ferguson 
should have become the first 
manager to win three successive 
domestic titles. The prospect of 
emulating Sir Matt Busby, and 
steering the club to European 
Cup final success in the Ams- 
terdam Arena on 20 May 
should also be beckoning. 

Off the pitch money will, as 
ever, be the dominant issue as 
the game bickers on how to 
divide Sky TV’s largesse and the 
falf-out horn Bosnian continues. 
The only certainty is that the 
wealthy dubs will get richer and 
the poorer ones nearer bank- 
ruptcy. Some of the Nationwide 
League's latest proposals may 
seem outlandish but at least 
David Sheepshanks, the 
League’s chairman, is being 
both pro-active and working for 
the wider good of the game. 

This is not as rare as might 
be imagined, but self-interest 
still dogs football. Football may 
be phenomenally popular, and 
the World Cup is sure to inflate 
the boom, but now is the time 
to strengthen foundations. Only 
when it is too late will some 
chairman realise this is one 
industry where putting your 
rivals out of business is bad for 
your wealth. 

Predictions: Manchester 
United to win championship 
and reach European Cup final. 
Chelsea to win European Cup- 
Winners' Cup. Liverpool to win 
FA Cup. Brazil to win World 
Cup, England to reach final if 
Shearer, luce, Campbell and 
Seaman fully fit, quarter-final 
defeat to Germany otherwise. 
Scotland to go out in first 
round. 



England begin their World Cup campaign against Tunisia on 15 June at Marseilles' renovated Stade V&lodrome 


Captain courageous Atherton has the experience and talent to prove his critics wrong 

Whatever else happens. 199S P R [ P KCFT four years ago. when he de- when England play South may teach Adam HoII 


Whatever else happens. 199S 
will settle the arguments over 
Michael Atherton's position in 
the pecking order of England 
captains. He can be acknowl- 
edged already as one of the 
most stubborn and thick- 
skinned: the coining months will 
determine whether he is re- 
membered for more. 

By common consent, the 
West Indies are in disarray. to 
such an extent that England can 
look upon the tour that opens 
their year as their best chance 
since Colin Cowdrey's tourists 


CRICKET 

BY |ON CULLE’k 


won 1 -Ci in 1 968 of cum ing hack 
from the Caribbean victorious, 
as the persuasive voices who 
talked Atherton down from the 
brink of resignation last August 
will have pointed out. 

Significantly. Atherton goes 
with a team that truly can be 
called his own. Nine of those 
travelling were with him on his 
first venture to the West Indies 


four years ago. when he de- 
clared that he would pick young 
players and back them all the 
way. That policy has been blown 
off course a few limes in the in- 
terim hut here is a belated op- 
portunity for those in whom he 
showed faith then - Hussain. 
Ramprakash, Caddick and 
Tufneil principal among them - 
to prove his judgment correct. 
Should they succeed, so will 
have Atherton. 

Naturally, the outcome of 
the five -Test series will colour 
the mood ol next .summer. 


when England play South 
Africa in five Tests and Sri 
Lanka in one. In some ways, un- 
less the signals prove to have 
been misleading, the South 
Africans represent a more po- 
tent challenge than the West In- 
dies to the theory that England 
are on an upward curve. If 
Aiherton comes home tri- 
umphant in ApriL his reputation 
could be in ruins again by Au- 
gust and Allan Donald, rather 
than Brian Lara, might be the 
man who decides his place in 
history. .Alternatively. Donald 


Another saga of 
sorry squabbles 


RACING 

BY RICHARD 
-EDMONDSON 


Photograph: AP 


may teach Adam HoIIioakc 
that a hard road lies ahead. 

For Atherton, much de- 
pends on whether they can re- 
place the injured Darren Gough 
adequately, and whether his 
supporting cast can overcome 
the one area of experience in 
which they are lacking: that of 
beating decent opposition. But 
my hunch is that he made the 
righl derision to stay on. 

Prediction: Vindication 
rather than vilification for Ath- 
erton: and at home a Not- 
tinghamshire revival. 


Forecasting results, as my moth- 
er and loyal followers (one and 
the same) will vouch, is a tricky 
business in racing. Predicting 
squabbles within the sport less 
taxing. The end-of-term lament 
about prize money on the Turf 
will continue during 1998, but 
the horns will remain locked. 

Government must find it 
hard to shed team over the 
money-bloated owners seeking 
increased returns. The book- 
makers, meanwhile, have now 
tightened their bands around the 
throat so much that the golden 
goose has passed out. Sheikh 
Mohammed and his brothers, 
though, are more likely to with- 
draw from the sport than the 
munificent boys with the cor- 
porate satchels are prepared to 
pay their way. 

The proposed takeover of 
Coral by Ladbrokes further 
darkens the sport's future, while 
the real losers remain the real 
workers, the stable staff who 
could probably improve take- 
home pay if they became pa- 
perboys. 

On the events front, the 
Cheltenham Festival will once 
again be the most expensive 
maul in the calendar. The Prest- 
bury Park executive will almost 
certainly have to follow the 
leads of Royal Ascot and 
Kempton's King George VI 
Chase meeting and bring down 
the crowd limit. 

On the Flat, the contest will 
be to keep Britain's premier 
prizes at home. France's Xaar 
could be the new superstar, with 
options primarily in the 2,000 
Guineas, but also a considera- 
tion in the Derby. 


Overloaded structure could mean heavy fall-out 
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Unless someone comes up with 
a solid solution pretty damned 
quickly, English rugby will find 
itself bent grotesquely out of 
shape this year. The burning 
issue of the day, a veritable 
Millenium Dome of a problem. 
■ Is the search for the structured 
season - or, in layman's terms, 
the attempt to give the Prera- 
. iership clubs a competitive 
home game once a fortnight 
while accommodating some- 
thing like 15 international and 
. European Cup weekends, 
c It would be easier to land a 
: J : man on Mars or discover the 
meaning of life. Five pre- 
- Christmas England Tests, four 
Five "Nations' weekends, a maxi- 
' "mum of nine Heine ken Cup 
contests, a minimum of 22 
Allied Dunbar matches and up 
i to five Tetley's Bitter Cup ties 
i add up to 45 Saturdays and with 
a six-week tramp around -Aus- 
tralia. New Zealand and South 
Africa already pencilled in for 


RUGBY UNION 

BY CHRIS HEWETT 

the summer recess, the leading 
players will be lucky to spend 
Christinas Day at home. 

Something has to give, but 
what? The stage is set for a 
three-way verbal punch-up 
between the Rugby Football 
Union, the English Rugby Part- 
nership and European Rugby 
Cup Ltd. While a nation may 
yawn at the prospect, failure to 
reach agreement over the next 
four weeks could lead to re- 
newed threats of a breakaway 
by the dubs. For what it’s worth, 
this correspondent believes the 
Heine ken pool matches should 
be played in midweek over a 
three-month period. Not only 
would it free up weekends for 
the Premiership, but provide 
more top-level opportunities 
for bright young English talent. 


On the field. Clive Wood- 
ward is nearing the end of his 
honeymoon as national coach: 
anything less than three Five 
Nations' wins will send him 
headlong into rugby's version of 
the corridor of uncertainty. 
Forget the Tests with the All 
Blacks: the tete-a-tete with 
France in Paris on 7 February 
wfl] be a seminal moment in the 
development of New England. 

It promises to be a depress- 
ing year for Scotland, who do not 
possess a pack and Ireland, who 
arc short of a back division. 
Wales, though, have much to 
look forward to, provided Kevin 
Bawring comes to his senses and 
picks his sharpest attackers in 
Kevin Morgan, Gareth Wvati 
and Arwre! Thomas and his 
strongest forwards in Chris 
Anthony. Colin Charvis and 
the Quinnell brothers. 

Prediction: England. France 
and Wales to win three games 
apiece in the Five Nations'. 


Increased credibility will depend on ‘genuine Tests 


Predicting how the new year will 
treat the game is akin to pre- 
dicting which way a dropped 
slice of toast wili fall. The 
instinctive fear of its followers 
is that it will be buttered side 
down, but recent events on the 
other side of the world mean it 
does not have to be that way. 

The re-unification of the 
■ game in Australia offers the 
t opportunity to rebnfld interna- 
tional credibility. Genuine Tests 
against Britain should return 
next autumn, preceded by a 
"home international” series in 
the summer. 

. The \forld. Cup will, in all . 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

BY DAVE HADFIELD 

probability, have to wait for a 
year, but there is a chance to son 
out the international calendar 
and turn it into the shop window 
for the code that it should be. 

On the domestic front, there 
is much that is unfathomable. 
Super League gave itself three 
years to prove its worth. This is 
its third - and that should focus 
minds wonderfully. 

Any major boost in atten- 
dances seems unlikely and the 


game badly needs a major spon- 
sor for its blue riband event. 

One positive move is the in- 
troduction of a top-five play-off. 
instead of the tired Premiership 
structure, which was finally 
brought into terminal disrepute 
last season when all 12 Super 
League clubs qualified for it. 

Predictions: The Bradford 
Bulls, who romped home in 
Super League 1997. look omi- 
nously stronger for 1998. The 
much-changed St Helens and 

London squads could also mount 

challenges, but the smart money 
is on a serious Wigan revival 
under the returning John Monie. 


Infamous shadow of Tyson looms over the ring 




n ° €? 


Nothing tells us more about the 
state of professional boxing 
. and, ifyou like, human nature 
' .than expectations raised by the 
probability of Mike Tyson's re- 
lease from indefinite suspension 
' when it fc reviewed in June by - 
the. Nevada State Athletic 
Commission. 

The sensational story of 
Tyson’s decline and fall did not 
end when he was disqualified 
and thrown out of bcoting for 
feeding on Evander Holyfield s 
right ear six months ago in Las 
Vegas. It will continue with 
Tvson’s return to the ring in 



1998 because the values that 
prevail in sport today make in- 
famy profitable. Discredited 
and probably a spent force. 
Tyson nevertheless remains big- 
ger at the box office than any 
other fighter out there. Holy- 
field v Tyson HI, not ^unifica- 
tion contest between Holyfield 

and Lennox Lewis, is the heavy- 
weight contest to look out for. 
jqaseem Hamed received 


enough of a fright against Kevin 
Kelley in New York recently to 
realise that he should spend 
more time listening than on the 
loud haiier. One name leads to 
another for Hamed, but not be- 
fore he has been fed an oppo- 
nent good enough to keep him 
entertained while enriching his 
curriculum. 

When Joe Calzaghe out- 
pointed Chris Eubank for the va- 
cant World Boxing Organisation 
super-middleweight champ- 
ionship. there was plenty to 
suggest that 199S will see him 
make important advances. 


Schumacher to 
make amends 
with honour 

I MOTOR RACING 

I 

! BY DERICK 
i ALLSOP 


Every year Formula One her- 
alds a new season destined to 
be different and better. This 
lime it really could be. Possibly. 

New regulations give us nar- 
rower cars and gnu wed tyTes. 
which will reduce lap times by 
around four seconds and. the 
authorities maintain, make rac- 
ing safer. They hope also that 
the racing may prove more en- 
tertaining. 

The drivers are doubtful 
that will be the case. After ear- 
ly winter testing the general \iew 
appears to be Lhat. even if there 
initial acclimatisation skir- 
mishes, overtaking will contin- 
ue to he difficult because of the 
turbulence encountered as one 
car closes in on another. 

In themy. radical changes to 
the rules should provide a lev- 
el playing field, in reality, the 
teams writh the expertise and re- 
sources are bound i>» be out in 
front again. If anything, the 
smaller teams may lose much of 
the ground they have clawed 
back in recent seasons. 

The focus of most attention 
will be Ferrari, expected as 
they are to at last reach out lor 
ihe world championship. 
Michael Schumacher, following 
his ignominious final act in 
1997. has predicted success this 
time - and he does not make 
such predictions lightly. 

It would, however, he fool- 
hardy to suggest the champions. 
Williams, might be more vul- 
nerable. They still have Renault 
engines by another name. Me- 
cachrome. and Their driver de- 
partment should be stronger 
now that Heinz-Harald Frenl- 
zen has had a year’s experience 
with the team and Jacques Vil- 
leneuve. 

McLaren Mercedes could 
be dark horses, especially as they 
have gambled on adding Bridge- 
stone Tyres to their improving 
package. Mika Hakkinen fin- 
ished last season strongly and 
David Coulthard is intent on 
launching a championship hid. 

Prediction: Schumacher to 
show lhat he is the best - lair 
and square. 


Rusedski and Henman expected to improve even further 


The realistic goal for British 
tennis, in hu»e contenders on 
the international scene, was 
achieved with honours by Greg 
Rusedski and Tim Henman in 
199“. Their endeavours raised 
cheers in such diverse loca- 
tions a- Doha. Sydney. New 
York and Tashkent. 

Pessimists will wonder if that 
is as go* *J js it gels, fretting inrr 
the number ol world ranking 
points the pair now have to de- 
fend. instead of rejoicing at the 
potential tor them l" do even 
belter. 


TENNIS 

BY JOHN ROBERTS 


Rusedski (No 6 1 and Hen- 
man (No 17) timed their chal- 
lenge to the hierarchy well. 
Although Pele Sampras reigns 
supreme. Stefan Edberg and 
Michael Slich have gone. Boris 
Becker is semi-retired. Andre 
Agassi is making another come- 
back I No ! 22 in the world I and 
there are signs that Michael 
Chang is starting to fade. 


The emergence of Ruseds- 
ki and Henman has embold- 
ened the British game to risk a 
new men's indoor tournament, 
the SSI 5.000 (£540,000) 

Guardian Direct Cup, to be 
staged in a temporary stadium 
in Battersea Park from 23 Feb- 
ruary to I March. 

Newcastle Arena is the 
venue in April when Rusedski 
and Henman lead ihe Britain's 
quest for a return to the Davis 
Cup World Group. Seeded and 
given a bye in the first round, 
Britain will play Ukraine or 


Denmark in the second round 
of the Euro-African Zone. If 
successful. Britain will qualify 
for a play off for a place in the 
16-strong World Group in July. 

Steffi Grafs career remains 
in limbo six months after surgery 
lo her left knee. If and when the 
28-year-old former world No I 
resumes playing, it will be in- 
teresting to see how well she re- 
sponds to a new generation led 
by Martina Hingis, winner of 
three Grand Slams last year. 

Prediction: Rusedski to win 
Wimbledon. 


Rankings becoming a moot point A crisis of domestic confidence 


Goll will go on in much the 
same way in 1 ,J 9.X. Tiger Woods 
will win the Masters. Colin 
Montgomerie will challenge at 
the L'S Open. Ihe Open w ill he 
unpredicuihle hut memorable, 
while ihe USPGA. after a year 
at a quality venue like Winged 
Ft mi. goes hack to looking 
more like a regular lour event. 

Bigger changes lake place in 
I o'j'j. when the majors, tradi- 
tii maJly the only meeting places 
lor all the world's best players, 
are joined by three new World 
Golf Championship events. 

N< >l quite si world circuit, the 
administrators at ihe US PGA 
Tour are mo shrewd to lei lhat 
happen without being the dom- 
inant driving lorce. ihe events 
du provide opportunities for 
players in ihe top- 50 or so on 
the world rankings to contest for 
the S4m ( l2.hm) purses. 

The problem is that the 
world rankings do not find uni- 
versal approval. Once, the 
Americans thought it was 
weighted against them, now 
the Europeans know it is. 

They have a point. Bernhard 
Langcr won four times in Europe 
in 1997 and went hackwards on 
the rankings. And Lee West- 



wood, in winning the 66-man Vbl- 
vu Masters (admittedly reduced 
to 54 hi lies), earned less than half 
the points that David Duval 
gained for winning the 30-man 
US Tour Championship. 

At least Westwood's stellar 
finish to the year means he is 
safely inside the world top-50, 
where his colleagues need to 
find themselves by this time next 
year. 

If the Solheim Cup, which 
takes place at Jack Nicklaus’s 
Muirfield Village in September, 
were he tween the LPGA and 
the WPGE lours it would be 
even less of a contest than the 
match in 1995, which die Amer- 
icans won 1 7- 1 1. With the 
LPGA and world No 1 Annika 
Sorenstam, the LPGA’s rookie 
of the year Lisa Hackney and US 
Women's Open champion Ali- 
son Nicholas, as well as Laura 
Davies ei ul , surely Europe can 
make a better fist of it this time. 

Predictions: Majors for 
Montgomerie and Westwood, 
hut not necessarily in that order. 


A total of 15 world records were 
set in 1997. and there is every 
reason to suppose there will be 
a similar impact on the lists this 
season. 

The fact that there is no 
global competition - this is the 
year of the European Champ- 
ionships and the Common- 
wealth Games - is not relevant 
in terms of world records, as 
none of those set in 97 occurred 
at a major championship. 

The major advances occurred 
in the men's middle distance 
events, where Kenya ended the 
season as the dominant nation. 
They look capable of huge re- 
turns at the Commonwealth 
Games in Kuala Lumpur in 
September, but on the grand prix 
circuit they wili be challenged by 
the Ethiopian who held the 
world marks for both the 5,000 
and 10,000 metres until two of 
the Kenyans. Daniel Komen 
and Paul Tergat, excelled them- 
selves in Brussels on 22 AugusL 
After he had set his world 10,000 
mark in Oslo, Haile Gebrselassie 
vowed that, if anyone broke it, 
he would simply go one better. 
This season will see if he can live 
up to his promise. 

For Britain’s athletes, 1998 


ATHLETICS 

BY MIKE 
ROWBOTTOM 


will be a watershed year. The 
British Athletic Federation is in 
receivership. Linford Christie, 
Sally Gunnell and Tessa Sander- 
son have departed the scene, 
and the sport is facing a crisis of 
confidence. But the performers 
are there to puli things round: 
Denise Lewis. Kelly Holmes, 
who can sweep ail before her this 
year if she stays fit, a revitalised 
Colin Jackson, the new world ju- 
nior 100m record holder Dwain 
Chambers, Jonathan Edwards 
and Steve Backley, 

The most fascinating do- 
mestic struggle will be in the 400 
metres, where the relative new 
boys - the British record hold- 
er Iwan Thomas. Jamie Baulch 
and Mark Richardson - will be 
contesting the European and 
Commonwealth titles with the 
relative old boy, Roger Black, 
who has the capacity to end his 
career on a high note if he can 
recapture the fitness and men- 
tal sharpness of 1996. 


Gretzky breaks the ice as Gooch carries limited British medal hopes 


The summer Olympics have 
the Dream Team. Now the win- 
Ler Games have The Great 
One. Wayne Gretzky will tup his 
ice hockey career with his first 
Olympic appearance at Nacani •. 
Japan, starting next month. 

The International Olympic 
Committee has voted lo allow 
the elite pn iIcnmi maKof the Na- 
tional Hockey League to take 
part in the Games for the first 


OLYMPICS 

BY MIKE 
ROWBOTTOM 


time, just as they allowed the big 
names from the National Bas- 
ketball Association - Michael 
Jordan. Magic Johnson - to join 
the Olympic party in 1992. 

Another great one will be re- 


newing his Olympic challenge on 
the ski slopes - 10 years after he 
won gold in the slalom and grant 
slalom, Alberto Ibraba of Italy 
will be seeking a last hurrah. 

The British Olympic Associ- 
ation is sending a team of only 
30, in accordance with their rul- 
ing instituted in the light Britain's 
performance at the 1996 summer 
Games: all competitors have to 
be capable of a top-half finish. 


So Britain, which took an 
Olympic silver through Torvill 
and Dean's brief return to com- 
petition at the 1994 Games, has 
only one figure skater - Steven 
Cbusins in the men’s singles. 

There are, however, three 
good medal prospects - in the 
four-man bob, the men’s curling 
and speed skating, where Nicky 
Gooch will seek to match the 
bronze he won in Hamar in 1994 , 
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RUGBY UNION 

Keast furious 
with Quins' 
‘arrogance’ 


David Lleweffyn 

Harlequins — 38 

Bristol. 


Aridy Keast was fulminating 
after watching the bumbling of 
bis Harlequins side against the 
Allied Duabar Premiership’s 
stragglers, Bristol. For 20 min- 
utes Quins ruled the roosL 
Then they lost it. 

“I'm furious," Keast said. 
“That was a dreadful, frustrating 
performance. There was a cer- 
tain amount of arrogance shown 
by the players after 20 minutes. 
If 1 had been given appearance 
money today 1 would not be 
putting it in my pockeL 

“The players showed a lack 
of humility. They thought they 
were world-beaters, that they 
could do it their own individual 
way, but this is a team game. 
Even when I sent on Thierry 
Lacroix, the rest of the guys just 
panicked.” 

Ominously he added: “This 
is professional rugby. This is not 
a fun playground. We are here 
to win and be the &he. If players 
do not come up to that they mil 
be put on the transfer list- - * 

Just four days agp. Bristol 
were on the end of a 50-point 
hiding. Yesterday they recorded 
their highest league score in two 
years, despite slipping 21-3 be- 
hind after 12 minutes. A thrilling 
match had the 5,124 supporters 
on tenterhooks until the fourth 
minute of stoppage time. 

Quins’ right wing Rob Liley 
fluffed a conversion of his side’s 


sixth try, which would have lev- 
elled the match. Keast admit- 
ted he was surprised that Liley, 
who had begun the match as 
main goal-kicker, did not let 
Lacroix have a pot from out on 
the lefL 

Harlequins have been hit 
hard by injuries, particularly up 
front (but they also rested a few 
players, too). Understandably, 
Bristol targeted the forwards. 
They dominated the set scrums, 
held their own at the line-outs 
and, inspired by the former 
French international lock Thier- 
ry Devergie, drove at the heart 
of the Quins defence and scat- 
tered them to the four winds. 

For all that Bristol managed 
to concede some soft tries, 
which their coach, Alan Davies, 
admitted did not please him. “I 
did go berserk at the way we 
conceded all those tries,” he 
said, “and the nature of our half- 
time chat centred around the 
pride we feel for the chib. 

“We are desperate to win 
and this victory will have a 
phenomenal impact on and off 
the field.” 

First, though, Bristol had to 
endure the sight of Harlequins 
romping in at will, Jason Keyter, 
Liley and the fty-haif, Paul 
Challinor, all touching down 
and Liley doing the honours 
with the conversions. 

It was looking grim for the 
Premiership's whipping boys, 
who had lost seven of their pre- 
vious eight Premiership matdbes. 
Harlequins were ru nning rioL 
But they were also getting cocky. 

And Bristol had Paul Burke. 



The Harlequins winger Dan Luger occupies most of the Bristol defence but his side slumped to defeat at The Stoop yesterday Photograph: Pieter Jay 


The Ireland international’s 
accurate kicking kept Bristol in 
touch whenever Harlequins 
threatened to break away. It also 
helped him to a match haul of 
25 points. He it was who scored 
their first, crucial try after Bris- 
tol won a scrum against the head 
by shoving Quins back. 

Having realised that Quins 


were not on the pace, they struck 
again with a fine try by the full- 
back Josh Lewsey. the hall trav- 
elling through at least a dozen 
pairs of hands and a couple of ef- 
ficient rucks on its way. Burke's 
cool conversion nosed them in 
front right on half-time. 

Burke had a hand in Jim 
Brownrigg's 44th-minute try. 


landed a penalty and a couple 
more conversions - one for 
Dave Tiueti's interception try. 
The Tmgan w ing sprinted clear 
of the cover and raced 55 yards 
for his second long-distance try 
in successive games. Johnny 
Ngauamo’s, Keytcfs second 
and finally Dan Lugers second- 
half tries all proved in vain. 


Harlequins: Tries Keyter 2 Uoy. OiaSnor. 
Ngauama Luger Conversions Uey 3 Lacroa. 
Bristol: Trias Bute Lewsey T«jbS; 

C on vers i ons Bute 4: Penalties Buri*4 
Harlequins: S Stewart (J WMams. 52): H Ufcy 
J Keytar. J Ngauamo. 0 Luger P Chefinor (T 
Lacrox. 471 H Harres (N Waste 77i: A Qz&mw. 
P Detaiwy R N*bett (A tees. 5$ G Ltewefiyn. 
L Gross (h Jerfclns. 60) B Davson (captj L Ca- 
Ctannes. A Leach 

Bristol: J Lewsey. D Tuan. P HuL S Martin., I 
Jones (H Yapp. 68): P Bute (capU G Barber 
M Wbretey. K Dunn. K FuKman. C Eagte T De- 
verge S Pearce J Biownngg. C Short (E RN- 
Ht 271 

Referee: A Rowden (Headtngi 


RFU extends drug controls 

Officials are to increase the about 50 tests a year, it is now 
number of drug tests on players intending to extend testing into 
in England as fears grow about the off-season, 
the problem in the spoil. With Michele Verroken, the Sports 
the Rugby Football Union Coimcfl’s head of doping, ac- 
under attack from the Sports cused the RFU of having an’Tm- 
Council for carrying out only, helpful attitude" to drug control 


^UG_BYJLEA_GUE 

Mercer leaves Leeds and heads to Huddersfield but has to wait to play 


Halifax have finally got their man 
by signing Gary Mercer from 
Leeds for a small fee. The 31- 
year-old New Zealand interna- 
tional back-rower, who played 
for Bradford and \Abrrington be- 
fore spending five years with 
Leeds, has joined the dub on a 
two-year contract after a long 
pursuit. He will not be able to 
play in today’s match at Hud- 
dersfield because his registration 
was not with the Rugby League 


before it closed down for the 
New Year holiday yesterday. 

Halifax will also be without 
their other signing from Leeds, 
the full-back, Damian Gibson, 
and their two other new Aus- 
tralians, Gavin Clinch and Des 
Clark, who have yet to arrive in 
the country. 

Two of their young players, 
Oliver Marns and Andy Hob- 
son, get a pre-season opportu- 
nity to impress. 


SPORTING DIGEST 




Athletics 

The Queer* estate at Balmoral in Scot- 
land is being fried up to stage a ma- 
jor meeting at Easier. A spokesman tor 
the athletics promoters Nova Interna- 
tional confrmed they intend staging a 
festival of international road rumhgat 
the venue. 

Thanas NyarM, the world cross-coun- 
try bronze medaTst, has accepted an 
Invitation to replace Mow Kenyan Wl- 
son Boit Kbkater In Saturday* Coun- 
f Dutiam International meet KfAcdac 
' world 3000 metres steeplechase 
champion, withdrew from the race be- 
cause he was unable to obtain a visa 
to enter Britain. 

SAO SfLYESTHE 19KM ROAD RACE (Sad 
Brazfl); Mon: 1 Emerson (Bra} 44min 
4099C 3 P Toga: (Kan) 44.4$ 3 H Ramaata (SA1 
^ (SAJ 4456; s 8 QuarraJEoj] 

44S8 WMnotrs raco: 1 M Tenorio (Ecu) 5204, 

S3tt ^ 3 cswraMo ro sana: 

4 V Oftwa (Bra) si 31 ; 9 F BareBdopai) S4 37 

Basketball 

Michael Jordan broke Karaem Abdui- 
Jabbar* record tor consecutive NBA 
games wfth at toast 10 points, reach- 
ing double figures tar the 788th con- 
secutive One against Minnesota 
TimberwofvBS on Tuesday. 

NBA: tnciana og Now Jersey Bi; Iftvri 90 
OwBtodTttpepc* no Thrown 95: Mhnosota 
99 Crvcago 9S; New York B4 Ortareta 7^; kg- 
s'?** Dalis 96 foe. Utah 132 Denver 99: 

Phoerfa 100 Boston 90: Rvfland 96 Phtiadel- 
pHa 66: San Army*) 124 Ifencouwr tiS: Seat- 
tto 101 Golden Slate 87: la Later* 93 
Sacramento Bo. 


Darts 

BN0L WORLD DARTO CHAMPIONSHIP (Cfcvus 
Krram. PialM. Ena): amp R P Martov (Eng) 
bt G Mamon (Con) 341 Group C: R Harihgton 
(Eng) bf J Haney (Seal 32. Greiqi K: S Bugera 
(Eng) U B Andmon (Enm 3-0. GK M Man- 

ling (Big) bt K Defer (Eng) 3-2 

Football 

Fife, football's world goverring body, 
has asked New Zealand to move the 
1999 junior Wforid C 14 ) finals from Feb- 
ruary to October. The move woiftf en- 
able European and American 
countries to complete their 1 
rounds in their t 
and May. 

The Dutch international goa keeper 
contract with the B ^Sglan League 

champions, LJersa. the ebb he left six 
months ago to join Bordeaux to the 
French League. 

The Sparta Prague coach Jozef 
Chovanec wffl be appointed the new 
coach of the Czech Repubfic nation- 
al side next week. The former PSV 
Bndhoven defender, 37, wffl succeed 
Dusan Uhrin. 

SMIRNOFF IRfSH LEAOJE Ptamtar DMsfcm: 
Cmsadssi (Demon BO) Ards a 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE: Re- 
Arranged Itxtures: tin B Jam Scrwtxxuurfi 
v Oarwigian {bom 28 Doel. TIM 27 Jtm: 
Rotherham vCantoidge ted (from 3 Jan). Dm 
10 FMk Northampton v Wycombe ffmmSjml 
Fri SUv: OWham v Brtrol City (Tram 7 Ate). 
Sun IS Man Qiaitton v Sunderland than 14 
y^ 1 - Sy", 2 ? Mrtfcebrough v Ncrwteh 
gom2i Mai). Fri 3 Apr Petertwroush v Notts 
County (from 4 Apr). 


Halifax hope that they have 
not finished doing business with 
Leeds, who have their own New 
Year fixture against Castleford. 

The Halifax football man- 
ager, David Hobbs, says that the 
swap deal which could take 
Paul Rowley, the England hook- 
er. to Headingley in exchange 
for the stand-off Graham Hol- 
royd is "on the back-burner”. 

Hobbs said: "We still hope 
that a deal will go through, tw- 


ice hockey 

Great Britain^ WOrld Jirior Champ- 
orahp campaign suffered another set- 
back when they slumped to a 
5-1 defeat to Pool C against Italy to Es- 
tonia. Romania. who lost 4-2 to Croa- 
tia. are Britain^ final opponents In the 
final round of group games today. 
NHL: CanDna 2 Anaheim i; Florida 2 San 
Josa 2 (all Chicago 6 New Jersey 2; ftiB- 
adBtpha3 Edmonton t 

Motor racing 

Jacques ViHeneuve, the Formula One 
world champion, suffered concus- 
sion to a skfinq accident to Franca yes- 
terday. The 26-year-dd was flown by 
halcopter to hospital from the Praioup 
resort He later left hospital to cele- 
brate the New Year with a group of 
friends in Switzerland. 

The fate of Belgium^ Formula One 
Grand Prtx, In danger of being 
scrapped, is to hang to the balance for 
at least another weak. The race direc- 
tor. Anote Maes, announced the stay 
of execution yesterday, the day after a 
local court refused to scrap a tobac- 
co sponsorship ban threatening the 
event Formula One officials had threat- 
ened to axe Belgium’s Grand Prtx with 
immediate effect unless the race or- 
ganisers could (tod a way around the 
ban by 31 December 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOODS Watches played 26 De- 
cemiar): Tratole chance: 24aa 
CSP-iS 22 QMS 21 £230 


JS. SNOW REPORT 


Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Voice reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For a hifflht of all ski codes by 
voice or fax dial 0990 100 843 

Ski Snapshot 

At a glance to snow conditions at 
over 200 resorts world-wide 

0897S00 60I 
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cause we think that Holroyd 
would really improve our side.” 

“The deal is waiting for Paul 
to agree terms with Leeds and 
for their new coach, Graham 
Murray, to arrive.” 

Sheffield Eagles are derid- 
ing how much to offer Halifax 
for the former Great Britain sec- 
ond-row, Michael Jackson. 

The re-formed Oldham dub 
will have several triallisls making 
up the numbers as they play 


their first match, at Rochdale 
Hornets this afternoon. 

The club has still not signed 
enough players to field a side, 
but will be stepping up the 
campaign to be included in the 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup. the 
third-round draw lor which is 
held on Monday. Oldham were 
excluded because their future 
was uncertain when plans for 
the Cup were drawn up. 

- Dove HodfieW 


VERNONS: Treble ctmnca; 24pta Cu32j 8Q 23 
£2005. 22 £335 Super stats (paid on two 
correct) : MfiS. Premier 10: CtnOQ 
ZE ITERS: Tlrofato chance: 24pts £28750 23 
£3.15 22 QUO [Ovee ctadends only) Four 
draws: C2BO Eight homes: £300 Four 
■ways: £2090. Lucky numbers: 27 26 3 18 28 
VI 

BRITTENS (Played 27-28 Dec): Treble 
chance: Mpra 0135 23 £205 Itwo *rtdencfc 
ortyl Four draws: £375 Eight homes: £14 M 
Rw sways: £i23Q 


Rugby Union 


SCO TLAND TRIAL (MyresWe, Wednes- 
day): REDS: H GBmour C Glasgow, J May- 
er ion Ednbugh). P Rouse. J Karr (both 
C^Kfcnlaj; D Hodoo (EdnCur^) F Stott (Cfcr. 
gow); P Wriqta (Scottish Borders), G Scott 
fCatedcria). 6 Stewart (Edriburtfi): I Flitter- 
ton (Scottish Borders) A Lucking: C Moth- 
er. S Raid (capl) G DaH (al 

Replacements from: A Bulloch. G I 

J Shaw (a* Glasgow). J McLaren, M McKen- 
W Anderson (aD Caledonia). J Hay. I Fair- 
ley (bate Scottish Bordets) S Paul. U Blair. 
T McVki id Edrtwgfi). 

BLUES: R Shepherd (Caledonia]. A Stanger. 
’■ G shim ltd Scottish Borders). D 


Sailing 

Australia's Chris Mcholson and Dante! 
Ph flips produced a steady perfor- 
mance to stay on top of the leader 
board whan the qualfytog stage of the 
49er World Championship ended in 
Sydney yesterday. 

Skiing 

A World Cup menls giant slalom 
scheduled for HintBrstoder in Austria 
on 6 January has been cancetted be- 
cause of a lack of snow 

Tennis 

LTA WINTER SERIES (Sheffield): Men's 
final: A Whart (Gtoucs) bt M Bouklng 
rforks) 6-3 8-1 Women’s Itnah K Hu^ies 
(Letcsi bt S Gregg (YorteJ 64 9-7 6-4. 


i; C Chalmers. B Rad path 
i. GBuE 


C Mui 
Stark 

(both Scottish Bodera): G McUwham 
loch {at Gtesgowl S Ferguson (Scottish Bor 
ders), S Grirnes (Catadoraa). G Perrett 
^agow^ HVltelnwrijit (c ^M Wgejbrtl 1 

ReptecemontaHrom^Haitlnaa. G Buna. 
R McNulty. B Ward. □ Bums (aS EtSnburghV 
S Longstefl. S Penman. G FtoddiarL K 
McKertda (al Caledonia). S Welsh, C Hogs 
(both Scottish Borders). 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE: 
Haitequns 38 Bristol 4Q 
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TODAY'S NUMBER 


100 


The number of Test mateh- 
es Steve Waugh wfl have 
under his belt when he 
starts agakist South Africa 
in Sydney tomorrow. The 
Austrafian vfce-captato joins 
David Boon and Allan Bor- 
der in Austraiafe 100 dub. 
Wicketkeeper Ian Healy is 
one Test behind VUaugh. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 


BEITS SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 
Hearts v Hibernian ( 2 A). 


GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 


Haflfaxvi 

H3«vSIOugh_ 


Keoaring v Hedneatard 

£1ddermfttaiar v Hereford (1i30) 

Southport w Moracambe 

Stelyfarldgo v Northwlch, — 

Stovtmoge v Ruahdon 

Tbtford v Leak- 

WelEng v Dover 

Yacnrilv Cheltenham ( 1 . 0 ) 

UN BOND LEAGUE Premier Division: Ac- 
erngton Startey , RaddHte Borou^u Barrow 
v Lancasia; Bosun Utd v Gainsborough; 
Ctarfey vBotaer Bridge; WHstant v ABtacham 
Rial DMekaK Ashtrai UM v Grea Harwood; 
Fadey Celtte vSradfaid Park Arenue: Flxton 
v Wtefay: WKton Aft»or v Matlock 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Printer Dhrtslon.- 
A8hJoTO v Sht> n^juune. Burton AtonvGres- 
ley Rwers: Certarldpe Oty v Crawte; Gtouces- 


LINGFIELD (AW) 


HYPERION 

1.05 Celtic Comfort 1.30 Super Monarch 2.05 
Mazeed 2.40 Ivory’s Grab Hire 3.15 Blue 
Shadow 3.45 Guesstimation - 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inwfe except im (outside). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lew tor 5f 4 El 
9 Left-hand. 3harp course (Egimradt surface). 

9 Course s saulfi-east d swn on 32022 Rai station adjotos cause. 
ADUIS90N: Members £t3 lattersdb £& Accampantad wtoer-es 
free CAR PARK: CUs £2. remartaer free. 

9 LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 77-5S (132%). M Johnston 
6i -n (SE%lR Hannon 51-396 p29%l Gay Kulnway 34-ax (TB7*) 
9 LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark 65-540 (t2%) J Quinn 67-728 (65%l 
S Whitworth 42-310 (T35V. D Biggs 4D495 (BJ%). 

9 RAVOURTTES: 655-1973 (331%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: MuJa'S Magic (3^. 


3 03020- COMANCHE C0HIW00Np3)TJftei^*iiB 9 0_TSpn*o 4 

4 0004- EUROBOX BOY (30) A^ve 590 CCanar(7)3 

5 60400- EXPLOSIVE POWBtpfl (CO) GBrawy79C NDqrB 

6 2D0B3- CH1NGACHQOOK (Hfl S Dow 4 B E 1 RPedlMl2 

7 33005- 7)UECANTElLf«4JWr*yrw«01Z Dam HcXenm J 

- 7 declared ~ 

BETTING: Evans Mazeed, 11-2 Comanche C om p e n fa n, 6-1 Tree Can 
1ML 7-1 Eurotxn Boy, 8-1 Chtagachgook, 10-1 Bqtedw Pm*; ls-1 
Awasoma Power 


2.40 


TOO MANY COOKS HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £3,750 added 6f 


00000- fW2B0T(93)(CD) PHatfomSbO, 


.LChamockSB 


1.05 


STITCH IN TIME CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS E) £3,750 added 3Y0 1m 

08821- MYSTAGOGtff (34)(C) HHmnon95 POobbl(7)5 

GOOD- CHJlCCOMFOITTpi) PHBSbm94 LChamockS 

00003- AFTERBGHT(37)RAnrwrcng90 ACfarK7 


0000- RAiNMAKBI (14 M Jarvis 80 
16006 - LBSALLftWt(49)PHo«faggg- 


.WRy»3 
-J Quinn 4 


1.30 


00000- DeSTT NATIVE (4T) Mre L Stbba 8 7 — ^WteaxthEV 

000- LAOySOBOUJpZIQ MsL&tobs67 BantOWDI 

330M- HllkASIVE CEOSION PS) M MeedaSS MdCiOWiZ 
50- CtRCtMUytGAIE (2fl M Jchnsnn B 1 _ J Gnrthsm (7) 12 
12506- BB9flXUTRWNffl£(44) M Haynes BO.^R FTranch (3) 10 

.. 64032- LADY LAWRQfliG (FR) (M) W liUr7 13 DooUMS 

12 00030- HVetfflONHER(M)M Usher 7 b A McCtelfty (7) 11 

- 12 declared - 

BETTWG: 11-4 bapidilra DeNgn, 4-1 CcUc Comfort, 11-8 Myttegogua, 
6-1 Alter BgM, 7-1 CtrcunnmigBfa,8-1 Rdkanafaa; 10-1 Legal talk, 13*1 
BemwdaWanflte 16-1 Lady Bo BoM. 20-1 Daiert Ntew. R h * F> on D er 

BAD PENNY MAIDEN STAKES (CUSS 
D) £5,000 added 1m 2f 

1 SANDVILLE LAD (J232) BPaAng6 90 TSprataS 

2 DO- TONRM (10) JOridgerBSO N Adame B 

3 40023- BADfSNATH (22) H CoBngrtdge 4 8 12 JQukmlO 

4 40602 CASnEAS^JAa(1«5PH»dna4ei2JSYn«iBiilh12 

5 0- JESIEHHWJTEW12) BPwfla48l2 fartfa Dnyer3 

6 85042- UAWKATO (USA) (37) D Cosgtw 4 8 12 JlWnmwl 

7 33520- SHARBADARJD (JS) (BF) 5 Dow 4 S 12 J»D«(7)11 

8 00040- SHARP DB37 (59) M Madges* 4 8 12 MFertun? 

9 /425J- SUPER MONARCH Cfe) (BF) S Doe 4 6 12 WRysi2 

b 0- BOVUSTflQ) PH^wardflBG DaneffNeBe 

11 0- ANITA W WALES- (10) PEcdas4B7 — . — G Freifow (5) 14 

12 40256- BUIE LASP (USA) (10) R In^am 46 7 AMcGfaneO 

13 0060- FlBIVEirOfl (33) DHayOi Jones 487 AMacftay* 

14 04- SaANKXA(178JMQimncn487 — RPorham13 

-14 dadared- 

BETTtNG: 9-4 SBantea. 3 Super Monarch, 94 ShafoacfarW, 134! 
Uaftatn, 10-1 Crtte Aattby Jack, 12-1 Btoe Laup, 14-1 BadrtnNh, Sharp 
Deed, IM SenMNs Lad, 2D-1 Fteire D’Oi; 33-1 oftm 


06300- R0raVSPtNNEV(56) tCD)RHamOl4b0RSnah(7)11 

3 S556- HALFTONE (13) (C) R Rower 8 99 DOggaSB 

4 02652- EASTBWPROPHEIE(6)(D)Gta«5B9RRtaidi(3)10 

5 00000- SWAH(US^(tfl(C0)DI«Kfc5B7 JUnGremal 

6 03000- Pl£MCWZ(FH)(1^PfJftdger58 6 RAteme7 

7 10050- WORTS (BWBHRE(K9(mHKlwy59*JlaffiiDwy«r9B 

8 G02B3- SHZLWG(lb(D)RHamon6 89._ Dane ONdH 4 

9 00040- StUMN DANCER (IQ) G Bravery 4 89 JiDay2 

b 00014- LA DOYBWE p4) C BooBi 4 a 6 JBrantel5 

fl 00WJ- SHARP MOVE (B8) SRwrce67b A McCarty (7)8 

-11 declared - 

Mrthnurn weight 7st TOi). Tmo tandfcep waiglit Stop Mow 6d 7Bi 
BETT1NG: 3-1 Eastam Prapheta, 5-1 Half Tana, 6-1 SbzSng, Pagebcy, 
13-2 ta Dayoma, 8-1 Stafi, 12-1 Sylnn Derate Hoffay Spteney, 14-1 
hwy» Grab Hre, 16-1 PWn Gaz, 33-1 Sharp Move 

10 1 cl BffID IN THE HAND HANDICAP (CLASS 
1 ° m 1 * 1 D) £5,000 added 3YO 7f 


1 03500- FALKBBERG (Rt) (BIQ M Johnston 9 7 — Dean McKaown 2 

2 00451- 8AU DANCE pO) (CD) C Booth 98 NAdamal 

80004- GENIUS (33) S Don 9 2 P Doe (7)4 


03451- BLUE SHADOW (10) (CJ R Hamm 91 (Esc) RHogbesB 

006- PIPE MUSK (K}P Hasten 8b LChtonockB 


3 

4 

5 

8 504*4- SUM PRIOR (22) (CP) (K)K Bute 8 8 — U Sweeney (3) 9 

7 233b- MUJA’S MAQ1C (10) (Q K Ivory 86 A McCarty (7) 3 V 

8 02814- DANCE TO THE BEAT (1 0)M Meade 8 6 TSprakaSB 

9 0004- PHWCE COILEY (44) GLMxn82. JQutan7 

-Bdadared- 

ffimNG: 8-1 Bfrie Shadow f 00-30 Bafl Dance, 5-1 SBn* Prior, 6-1 Pipe 
Murtc, 8-t Mi#rt Masfc, Once Tb The Beat, 10-1 Prtnoe Oitey, Foknv- 
berg.14-1 Gantea 


3.45 


2.05 


MANY HANDS LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 1m2f 

1 05 OH- UA2S3 (8) P Evans 5 9 8.^ A McCarthy (7) 5 V 

2 00002- AWKOME POWER (20) (CO) J«S 1250 A Dark 7 


ROLLING STONE HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added Im 4f 

1 28000- AS4S (20) (CO) M Johnston 4 9 12 Daan McKaown 6 

2 2588- VETAGA«fIt7)OT(BF)Ga»l«0^69fl.RRiW(#P)9 

3 23321/ MtLNGAVKpW) (C) p) BifcMadi898-. PMcCa»p)2 

4 32243- GUBSRMAI10N (U»)ie) JPean»99B MWigbam7 

5 00036- BROUGHTONS FORMULA (22) (O (D) WMusmn894 

PStea(7)5 B 

6 06500- CAPDUWS DAY (13) (C) H CoEngldge 893 — X Fenian 1 

7 82305- AVANnBUJEpB)HUcMfci93- DneOWflBS 

8 001- aLAMMC19DHsydnJones49i AClariill 

9 5003 RETENDER (IBA) p2) (0)J Pearce 9 90 G BantaellD 

b 00338- IWAYYMJIVtflN 

11 04380- CLQNOE (1^ R bjpm 4 89 ..AMcOoneB 

12 00006- MBIOBtTS MUSK (13) M Madgvrvi 6 8 7 - ...P Doe (7) 4 

-12 tiedared - 

BETTING: M \W Again, M Amntf BtfA 31 Bbmtna, 7-1 Kteyitm Dawn, 
8-1 Broughtons Fbraada, 10-1 GueaMknatten. Captatee Day, 13-1 As- 
ia, dome, 14-1 lUngaria, 20-1 Memor/a Music, 25-1 Retamfar 


; Marthyr T«JH v Do 

aeton v Bromsgrove; SaWxry v Fnest Green 
ftowrs: BmwortfivAttartttrta. Afidtend Di- 
vWokI - - - - - 


Sctert Bcniugh v HncHny tad; StaHcrd v Sfru- 
bridge; Sutttn Ccidfeid V BeCrrortti; VS Rug- 
by V Bredfey. Somiwnl Diviwon: Chato pfa r d 


v Dsrtford: CMerlorri v Oevedlon; Cfrances- 
tarv Newport (Gwert); ErlBi 8 Betvsdare v Bat 
Oodc Fteeham v Bateey: Fleer v Newport (kWV): 
Havant v Tbrbridga; Margate v Fisher Attfeoc: 
TixwtrtJge v Wttnar, VWtsOT-aupgr-Msre v Yate 
(UO): Weymouth v WtertocnBa 
W1NSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Bra! Dhri- 
shacBedanrB m vQayWwiagaratnsoiiOaai 
v Hytta Utd; Lcrdsvrood v Crockanha fntJI: 
Ramsgate v Wtetstabte (nil): Sheppey v 
Themesmead; Swartey Rxness v Chatham 
12.16); VCD AtHettC v Tunbridge Vtete (ZBV 
SCTE WFlXpiH ECT LEAGUE Prawter DM- 
•tan; Tantngtrri v Bddosl 
INTERUNK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE 
(abase check Mck-att antes mtft venues): 
Baxwlcrt v Vtednesfekt; Bddmera St MUwMs 
v West tectancte PoSco. Cfuuatown v BarvnJ. 

SSnlhtertiarKFBi^ra^BiS^orikRooGaa' 
vSrapenM; SMW v Knyoentey Vkdorta: Strtf- 
kvd v King's Horton; WWerhal v Rushal 
Olympic 

SMIRNOFF ERtSH LEAGUE Premtar OMstan: 
Colendne v CSItamte; Gtenavon v Balymena; 
LfriUd v Ponadown; Omagh v Gtertorart Brat 
□hitefcai: Bengsr vNewry; Ostter 
Comrades; Larne v Dingamon I 
vady v Carrie* Rangers 

Rugby League 
FRIENDLY HATCHES: HudcfersfleW v FHWax 
{2301: Leeds v Ctesfctard (20): Rachdaie vOid- 
hamfSIQ. 

Other sports 

DARTS: Sto! VAsrid Champtortship (Circus 
Tavern, Fiafleet). 


RACING RES ULTS 

CATTER1CK 

12L40-.1. CLASSIC EAGLE (L Wyat) 4- 
1: a Molaum 66-1; 3. Legal Right 2-1 lav. 
IB ran. M, 15. (Mrs D Hane, Newmarket). 
Tote: £33ft £wq £1660 EL7U Duel Fore- 
cast: £30360 CSF: £21643. Trio: not won. 
(pool of £25572 to Cheltenham 210 today). 
Non Rimer. Energy Man 

1.10: 1. ARTHUR BEE (C McComack) 
50-1 : 2. Menakfi 8-1; 3- Moss Pageant B- 
1 10 nai. 11-8 fav Whitegates Wfc (ah). t'A. 
i'A (B Bousfiekt Bough) fota £3450; £S7Q 
ClfiQ C2.XL DF: £88^ CSF: E36075. Too: 
£78 4G 

1.40: 1- TROODOS (B Hailing) 5-1; 2. 
Chariot Man 11^ -2: 3. Saucy Nun 5-2 fav. 7 
ran nk, IV*. (Mrs A Svdnbank. Rktemnd). 
Tote: £600; £2Sa £2S0 DF: £1430. CSF: 
E26S& Tricasc £7000 Non Runner Nile 
Sprite Patece Of Gold was first past the post 
but after an ob je ction, by the clerk ot the 
scalea, was doquaWed and placed last for 
Wing to draw the correct vueagfot 

2.10: 1. WINTER BELLE (A Dobbin) 6- 
i:2.Shee0nLnd6-l:3. ParuvfanGetell- 
4, 6 ran. 5-2 lav The Bud Club (4thL 28, 3*. 
(J H Johnson. Crook). Tote: £840; £270. 
fowl DF: £2640 CSF' £3500. 

2X0:1. OPERA FAN (P Moms) 2-1 fav; 
2. One Stop 12-1 : 3. Bahar 4-1 7 ran. 4. 6. 
(K Morgan, Meton Mowbray) Tbta: £240; 
E2W. (3BQ DF: £4250 CSF: £217& 

3.10: 1. COR8LEU (N Smrth) 11-2; 2. 
Dragons Bay 9-2; 3. Mull ins «-t 6 ran. 
5-4fav Fkjup Sate&te (4th). nk, da. (S Bel. 
DrttfMcfl. rota: £710: £260. £280 DF: EH20. 
CSF: £2745. 

3.40; 1. RAW) (B Storey) 8-1;2.JJ Ba- 
boo 54 fav; 3. Doctor Bravious 11-2 15 
ran. hd, 7. (J Chariton. Stocksfeid). TWk 
EBDC r: £2DQ Cm £23Q DF: EXMO CSF: 
£1077. Trio: £1430 PflE Umback Lady. 
Stereb Cholca. 

Ptacepot £155170 Quadpot £12760 
Place 6: £Wa75 Waco 5: £59632 

FONTWELL 

12A5; 1.UNS1NKABLE BOXER iAP Mc- 
Coy) 1 -3 fav: 2. Mr Chabnray 10-1 ; 3. Pro- 
ceed 25-1 15 ran. 4. 0. (M Pipel Tbta: £1717, 


CUO 2220, esaa DF: £7DQ CSF: £640. Tno: 
E4BBQ NR: SmpaaWeboy. 

1 2® 1. ACNLOV (M B«hefo0 7-1 ; 2. Roy- 
al Then 9-2 It fav; 3. Kstatonic 20-1 13 ran. 
8-2 Jt lav SertorA Merer, r*. 7. U Brtdgari. 
Tbte: £540; £230 £220 £650 DF: £2000 
CSF: £3340 Trio: £23230 

1 JO: 1. CAREYSVTLLE (A P McCoy) 9- 
4 fav; 2. Jac Del Prince 1142; 3. Benbid- 
Mn 33-111 ran. 2a % (Mbs VWMams, ). 
Tots: £310,' £170 £160 £1170 DF: £B4Q CSF: 
£1395. Ttaasc £29234 Trio: £28260 NR: 


0 : 1 . FLAXLEY WOOD (6 Powel) 4 - 
1 ; 2 . fall Dawn 9-4 fav; 1 Daring King 6 - 
1 8 ran. 4 (faL (R BudderiTWa: £ 520 : £160 
£LS 3 , £160 DF; EMU CSF: £1272 Dfcast 
£ 4787 . 

2 - 50 : 1 . BUCKLAND LAD (6 Fenton) 9 - 
4 ; 2 . Dantaa CavaRer 2-1 fav, 3 . Dear Do 
■ 6-2 6 ran. hd. 21 (D Gnssel) Tbte: £ 300 ; 
£160 EIW. DF: £450 CSF: E 73 L MR: Clever 
Dick 

320 : 1 .TONKAPGalagha) 82: 2 Anrte 
SoleU 12 - 1 ; 3 . Knuddebuater 2-1 teu. 7 ran. 
6 M. (D GandoHol TWa: £ 520 ; £160 £700 
OF; £4320 CSF: D 4725 
Ptacepot £5220 Quad pot £1380 
Place 6 : £5123 Place S: £ 3741 . 

WARWICK 

1230 : 1 . KADOU NONANTAIS (J A Mc- 
Carthy) EM fav, 2 Country Kris 25 - 1 ; 2 
Brownes HI I Lad 0-2 18 ran. 6 . 27 >- (O 
Sherwood. Upper Lamboum). Tbte: £ 330 ; 
£WO £360 £160 DF: £4560 CSF: £ 6046 . 
Tno: £5820 NRs: Dukefc Mourn, Mmosa 
160 : 1 . MELSTOCK UEGGIE (M Berry) 
8 - 1 ; 2 Avanti Express 7-2 2 Ur Cotton 
Socks «-i s ran. 2-1 favQendoa (unseated 
rider). iVi, it (C Brooks, Lamboum) Tbta: 
£ 1070 : E&b. £170 £130 DF: £2030 CSF: 
£3493 Trio: £5390 Ftfowing a stewards' 
friqtiry Avanti Express who Unshed first was 
tssqualfied and placed second. 

1.30: 1. UNE OF CONQUEST (T Das- 
combe) TWfav: 2 Hartwt House T1-2 2 
Rangsr Sloans 11-4 7 ran. 3Y<. rtst (R 

Hrxtaas. Somertcn). Tbta: £300; EtTQ 

E270 DF. £S10 CSF: £1177 

200: 1. STANMORE (5 McNel) 9-2; 2 


Brogeen Lady 9-1; 3 Even Row 11-8 fav. 
6 ram 7. i (C Books, Lambouni Tbte: S4S0: 
£240 £270. Dual Forecast £1030 CSF: 
'£3342 

230: 1 . MACY (X Afcpunj) 3-1;2Vbung 
Tycoon 11-1; 3. Atlantic Mist *-t 14 ran. 
13-8 fav Crystal Jewed (4th), 12, 16. (R 
Dclsh, NewertL Tbta £860: £100 £300 E3b 
DF: £4120. CSF: E86S6 Tncast £89865 Tta 
£16350. 

200: 1. MASTER CHET (N WMamson) 
■KM; 2 Man ol The Match u-1; 2 Ely's 
Harbour KM 15 ran. 5-1 fav Uiv-tH'iank 
inseated nder). 7, 5 fifes V W*am& Hare- 
ibrdl Tola: £1360; 020. £360 £260 0F‘. 
£13940 CSF £13610 Trio: £44930 (pool of 
£11362 to Cheltenham 210 today) 

230: 1.W1LMOTTS FANCY tSKa»y)t> 
T; 2 Ardflnnan 5-4 tor 3. Obtftante 12-1 
21 ran. >/>. 1 7-. (Miss V WHams. KamtortO 
■Mat £1180: £460 £*J6 £360 0F::£B3O 
CSF: £2126 Trio: £11780 WL Stofra 
Jackpot rw wan (pool o! £064080 cw 
rled forward to Cheltenham today) 
Ptacepot £123860 Quadpot £15180 
Place 8: SX2555Q Place 5: E6733B. 
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iftirnpole weighted to turn on the style 


CHELTENHAM 


Hong Kong is not the 
only place to be suffering 
- from ^mysterious 

' ahirnal virus. Racehorses 

‘ 0 

haye been afflicted by an 
r untraceable bug in 
i ' recent weeks and 

punters are beginning to 
■A ' catch a cold from rt. 
^Richard Edmondson reports 



yiftgn news swept .through the. 
signal kingdom recently that 
there was to be ah extensive 
daughter to rid mankind of a 
mystery disease Britain's race- 
horses must have been getting 
rather nervous in their boxes. 

For while Hong Kong has 
been wrestling with the deadly 
chicken 'flu of the H5N1 virus, 
jump racing too has been visit- 
ed by a virulent germ; one that 
□o-one see ms able to identify, 
let alone eradicate. 

The two most high-profile 


horses believed to have been 
victims of this winter's spread- 
ing bacteria are the greys One 
Man and Suny Bay. Both ran 
deplorably in the King George 
VJ Chase at Kempton on Box- 
ing Day at a time when their sta- 
bleznates were also exhibiting 
symptoms of being in the thrall 
of sickness. 

The fortunes of the Upper 
Lamboum trainer Charlie 
Brooks were typical. Uplands 
did not send out a r unn er for 14 
days until recently following a 
depressingly recurring theme 
when runners were sent to the 
racecourse, apparently in rude 
health, only to run stinkers. It 
is a similar story at the Locker- 
bie yard of the much vaunLed 
Sparky Gayle, who ran so bad- 
ly at Wetherby last week. There 
are no colds or runny noses in 
Colin Parkers stable, and no 
runny horses at the racetrack ei- 
ther, rather ones that are walk- 
ing over the finishing line. 

The glimm er of optimism is 


jt Dunwoody may ride Court 
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Richard Dunwoody last night 
emerged as front runner to 
take over the ride on Ladbroke 
favourite Commanche Court 
from Norman Williamson, who 
picked up a ban at Wuwick yes- 
terday. Dunwoody is trainer 
Ted Whish’s first choice to be 
offered the mount, provided 
W illiams on decides not to lodge 
an appeal against his Warwick 
suspension. 

Williamson was stood down 
for three days for careless rid- 
ing on Avanli Express, who 
had finished first past the post 

CATTERICK 


in the Bob Cratchit Novice 
Chase only to be demoted to 
second at a subsequent inquiry 
for interfering with Melstock 
Meggie. 

Williamson declined to com- 
ment on the ban which covers 
9, 10 & 12 January - the mid- 
dle day ruling him out of the 
Leopardstown fixture. But he 
phoned Wblsh to break the 
news. Walsh said: “The race is 
10 days away and Fm sure 
there will be riders available.'* 
Ladbrokes aiming to buy 
Coral, business: page 19 


offered by the Cheltenham base 
of Nigel Twiston-Davies. He too 
was in charge of an infirmary 
rather than a racehorse centre 
for much of November and 
December, but last week the 
malady signed the register and 
checked out of Grange Hill 
Farm. 

The results were immedi- 
ately staggering, even if the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Turn pole 
(Cheltenham 2-45} 

NB: Court Melody 
(Cheltenham 2.10) 

trainer himself cannot explain 
how disease either arrived at or 
departed his premises. Grange 
Hill has the sort of gadgetiy of 
which both “Q" and Houston 
would be envious, but not a sin- 
gle microbe showed up on the 
medical charts. “WfeVe got a res- 
ident vet and all the equipment 
here.” Twiston-Davies said yes- 
terday. “We tested everything 

CHELTENHAM 

135: Vent iFAoat has obvious claims 
but SHADIANN looks each-nay val- 
ue. He dropped right back before 
the straight at Safldawn last lime, 
but indicated he wQJ make the 
grade over hurdles. 

OQQ 

2.10: Ibrniog Tkix would have ex- 
cellent claims on his form early last 
season but has struggled lately to re- 
cap rure that old sparkle. Court 
Melody finished 24 lengths in from 
of David Nicholson's runner at 
Haydock 12 days ago and should 
certainly do so again despite being 
51b worse off now. But DANGER 
BABY can lake the prize home to 
Pembrokeshire. This nine -year-old 
has been highly consistent this 


HYPERION 

1250 Key Grip 1.20 Panooras Lord 1.55 Prime 
Example 2J25 Quick March 255 Dual Image 
3-25 Fen Terrier 

GOING: Good to Scft (Good in places! 

• Left-hand course undUaung and sharp. Not suitable tor the 
krg-Mrefctg horse. Ruv-ta 240yds. 

• Course is NW of town on A6t3& OarWigton station 14m - bus 
sannea to causa ADMISSION: Club Hi ; Tartarean C7; Course 
E250 (under IBs free nlo afl enclosures! CAR PARK: Reserved 
area C2. rematader Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Rnvetey 18-83 (217%! M Hnm- 
mo«f 0-107 {t!2H K Moigm B-tO (225%! G M Moore 9-71 (G7%! 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 24-84 R Garrtty «-87 

(lSAt! A S Smith 13-65 {20*! A Dobbin 12-99 (t2fi%! 

• FAVOURITES: 70-340 (332%! 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: CWpatata ft2J5Q, Canadian Fanta- 
sy (reared) 0250). Whitegate'e Son (visored) (T20), Charming 
Admiral (22 9 Faa— n (22S) 

kqg ftl PETER P,PER NOVICE handicap 
j 1 d.OU{ HURDLE (CLASS F) £2.000 added 2m 

1 DM KEY GRIP (5) P) Ms 5 &n#i 7 G 3 Pee) GFRyan® 

2 MS MOMSflT) 0 Sson 7 n 9 C HcCwnedc (5) 

3 a* GEOfffiEaaiWQHAM CT7)DSfrnKfl8T19 LWyer 

4 -0U40P G0NEA9f0flEB3)(D) M Barnes 7 n 1 SftytarR 

5 6P-43T POINT DUTY (IS) (CO) F Mutagh B X) X) -fl Sup*** 

6 6C2 MEADOW BLUE (24) Wss LSBdal 5 09 TRaatf 

7 4-3PD0 MY MSSLE (29) fl Cockiun B 10 5 . NHwrodofT) 

B OM CANADIAN FANTASY (21) fcVsVWnd 4 10 3 V 

3 P3S2 FORTUNE HUNTER (40) J Norton 4 03 B Grattan [5) 

V 065050 RtSISUW(fl)UsK Lamb BOD MteSLanbp) 

n 40F6 CHPALAT*. (6) T Donnely 5 OO MNMon(T)B 

Mtennw wflftc too True hsiicap weight OUpha Bst 73 fix 
BETTING: 11-4 Pom Duty. 3-1 Key Grip, M Manta, 7-1 George Dttig- 
tmu.B-1 Meadow Otoe, ID-1 Fortum Horton 12-1 Canadian Fantuy, 1*-1 
Hy lltesao, 25-1 Rdarta* 33^1 Othare 

U onl CINDERELLA SELLING HURDLE 
I 1 -* 1 *! (CLASS G) £2,000 added 4Y0 2m 

1 0 DBfTON LAD (47) W Kemp O O B Storey 

2 GLASSHOUSE (F106) fl Wbodnuae O 72 LWyer 

2 GOOTO»(FS4)CTtaTSanOO _M Foster 

4. 3D HEV8T GOLF CHARMS! (20) B Rdhuefl O O R Supple 

5 6 RANOORAS LORD (29) J INanwnght 012 — -PMIdgteyp) 

6- TOO -WrffTEGATFS SON~(29) B Hsor 0 12.. C McConoadt (5) V 

T 66 WHJLSK1P (USA) (20) J 3etry O B DftakarB 

B- TABBARl (F14) j Norton 07 8 Grattan (5) 

-B declared - 

BE7TW6; 11-4 Havar Go8 Chanaoi) 3-1 Denton Lad, 4-1 Good Day; 5-1 
GmrtKMSa. 5-1 Wfattp, 15-1 HuBurt. 14-1 Yfliftegrte Son, 20-1 
Panamas Led 

U - el ROBINSON CRUSOE MAIDEN CHASE 
1.00 1 (CLASS F) £3,000 added 3m If 110yds 

J 6F5-54 AilERBAM((2g)Uf3JSmy7115-.. Ur . C *"B[ 

2 FJffi30 BABY JAKE [35) J Hoard Johreoi 6 11 '5 SSreW 

3 33H- CLAYWALLSphlJ Ws AHamton711 SlirM Bnmiwnep) 

4 MS DESFBMraaAYSflS»l : K»t?'P 1 t5 WDmn 
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HYPERION 

1255 Ganpati 1^5 Logical Step 2.00 O My Love 
2.30 Clare Man 3.00 The Cockertoo 3^0 Cas- 
slo's Boy 

GOWG: rtjnte - Heary: Chases - Good to Soft. 

• ffight-hanettaidiialngcotese. Run-in ot 290yds. 

•Cause is 2m SE ot city oft A& Lateester stuaon (laidoria 
Ptacras - ShefBakl ine) an ADWSSK*t One B( CWFS 

Free racscsda. CAR PARK: Free Sttrer Ring Car Park-£i2 
a*nits ear and fax occupants. 

•LEAraNG 1 TRABffi*S:MPftie , 0^8(2S5*!OINBchO l l»on1&51 

{2S3%! KHandaraofi MB pi*) N TYrt8lon-Ctevie» B- g g5*l 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: G Bradley 6-30 (20*4 

6-45 (63%) J R Kavsnagh 3-32 (BA*) G Hogan 2-22 (51%) 

• FAVOURITES: B8-257 (342%) _ „ 

BUNKERED FWCTTM&O My Love (200) The Raverana 

(veand) 123E8, Pomme Secret (visored) pao) 

liO'CCl HUMBERSTONE HURDLE 

Ifc.OOl (CLASS PI £4^X10 added 2m 4f 110yds 
1 CASIt£O*ra(38)W0M«*^ e,,fl 

2-5R=«n KNOCK STAR (3&T«7U 

3 M iaDSTOW(M)M»*sSllfi.... 

-« 1-40 RAiffitJNGSAM (37) G Baking 6 T1 S -B FWm 

fl BLACKBIRD (47)MSra*»5Cli 6 T1 

7 64 WUBACHSOT(iaJPBBK#4 07 ---4^ 

B 26 ,JAZZTBACK(UJ MRpe407— w*(B) 

1 —B d ec la red— 

rr~£l HEM YEAR NOVICE HANDICAP 'CHASE 
1 1 .4-3 [ (CLASS- E) £4,000 added 2m If 
, U7I-0P PBSANaiTEWCEgBrtBi7flp 

2‘ 634F4 LOGICAL STB»WDGaD*fio 8 T1D 

4 30542- EUROJMt SHADOW (241) DMc&n 6 100 

s»p. w 

Sbadaw . 

ga PARSLEYSailNG HURDLE (CLASS G) 
2.00 Bt^oo added 2m 

j P- CROAfiH MfflKK 

4 PP BAHrOOB.atPREMJFtfl“W n3,,lt - a-nmteaB 

5 463P0 

6 . 5P CHOP BOOM [F22) HSTpao n * 

BETHNEL- is Brigwooe, 114 JUM Far A mm W tave.20- 
Daflo^Egms SM where — 


5 PfiOPP- FUOEIS SUBSIDY P3Z)GMU30ie 6 HE NBnttay 

6 322FB GIVEMEYOURHANO (23) J Ctarttm 9 71 5 B Storey 

7 66PP0 JUSTPORME(4D)JAUocre9H5 H H Naughton (5) 

8 i050-5 LOUD PAT (S) fcfct M LBgan 7 it 5 -DParitcr 

S 264-22 PR84E EXAMPLE (15) [BF) M TbtJutter 7^5 LWyer 

«) 34405 omXALLCHOSSEn (33) E Cone 3 h S — .--M Metomy 

H F12-00 SANTA £T (200) G MMoob 711 5 _J CaBaghan 

12 DP-64S SMPST (22) FIArtagheitS J Supple 

Q 0P4P2- WUKAUKEE (29D) T Qhemgtan 9 11 3 R Supple 

14 65 HY3ANSHYN t?£) RJahraoi6t1 3 Mr P Johnson 

C Pfr SPRDOEA TOWER (232) RSbon 5^17 -CMcConnsdt (5) 

- 15 declared - 

BETTING; 5-4 Prime Exattpta, 7-2 Baby Mot, 7-1 Cbyaafls, B-3 Santa 
Jta, 13-1 Qwameyoarit a nd. 14-1 ABnrhanfc, 20-1 lad PM. 25-1 Ifibau- 
kre, 33-1 others 

TooEl MOTHER GOOSE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2J500 added 2m 3f 

1 »6U1 NOTIJE NORMAN (17) LSsM rteefcy ? “ 12 GLee 

2 0046 AUSSEBOBfflfAsSSttnenS. GFRyanB) 

3 FUEF CHAN MOVE (q Y1 Sn£: 6 T! 5. S-&yfc[5) 

4 43 CHARMING ADMIRAL p2) Us A J Supple B 

5 004-33 DONNYBROOK (B) P Y/asJhsuse5 1*. 5 ASSriti 

B 34032 FASSAN(22) MHatrmnce Tl 5... R Gunny B 

7 4F FUTURES TRADHt (2) M terort 5 “ 5 D outgfal 

8 00 G91ERAL ACADEMY (23) J Curs 5 T1 S JCaKagftan 

9 1-30 UMAR DANCSt (14) P DaKtat £ IT 5 JSStor^ 

10 (POPS- MXIACHON p!84) M Saab 8 1) 5 RSnppta 

U 0 MR MCOUCX (2^ E 3=3 6 r, 5 _ D Pater 

12 ARCTIC FLORA J ParVes E U C SRy»"(5) 

0 00 BLAZING HOLLY (53) R Y&od 6 H D MrWBurasO 

M OttO- BHDBN (44Q J HeSwWi 8 11 0.. . . - . TSiftJSH(7) 

15 OQW- aASDC (321) R Coddwi 12 T1 3 RMcGtsHipi 

B 0F»- GRAAPSAWttMA [303) G CB^tyd S Ti 0 ? Midglay (3) 

17 000-4 OUR CAROL (14) J Paries 6 r0_. JBeraJey 

B 4U QUICK MARCH (Ifl E YJfe>n*s 5 H 3 NKoo«*s(7) 

B 4 AVRO AVIAN (12) J A CaiBCfio 4 B) 2 LWyer 

-igdsdared- 

BETTTNG:2-1 NtMNannsn.MCbanniagA(Mrei,4-1 Fassan.6lGen- 
enl Acadsoy, KM Awn Artav 13-1 Qtaek March, Doonutacnk. 20- 1 
tto > LiaarDaice^2-l Our Carol, 40-1 others 
\ n gc | HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSON H’CAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

1 5-mt ANABRANCH (62) (D) J JefeOT 7 m ...LWyer 

2 Gat-2 DUAL MAGE (23) (D) J FitGeraB n it 4 F Leahy (3) 

3 U363D CUffiSV-AND BUIES (15) (Q A J UXWC3S 9 ’.jf 

- _tfiss ADedd 

4 544603 BEUE DE WISE (15) (CD) R Johnson 71 DOC McCoraw*(5) 

-4 declared — 

tfwnumui&gnt :ost Toe ftmScap ne^ftr Rb* De -"Sse HS ‘2t 
BETTING: 65 Aoefarensh, 9-4 Dual Image. 52 Cunberiand BUMS, 25-1 
Ran De Vitae 

i 0 oc | JACK AND THE BEANSTALK HANDICAP . 
d.4Ql HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,500 added 2m 

1 -13926 TMAHOTH (FH) (22) (D» JCotsE 1ZO_llrKROTlyen(7) 

2 6&4tl FEN TEBRHES (14) (CT) F lArtagh 6nO RSoppfe 

3 38I-S6 COMHANDBI GLB4 (31) U Htarsrcrri 6 06 RGarriBy , 

4 /2SW tANSEGQ (IS) (CD) UMeegperT W 6 .DBymo 

5 3Q/6P BUNtXE AAIPB1 (29) (D) P BmdeyS 05 DRnfcwB 

6 42WP CXTHBta^ CHOICE (^UHsrrtind 5X3 4 Mr C Bonnet (3) 

7 044122 BUC0UN(2j (Ifl Mto ASmW B B 0 — -ClfcCarnack(5) V 

-7 dectenxS- 

UnfnMn, weight 10st True handicap wsghf Enco&»«!l7b 
BETTING: 6-4 Fan Ttariai; 101W0 DrieOtalh, M "taoseeq, 13-2 EricoUn 
61 Cutberiort Choice. 10-1 Commander Gten. 25-1 Bungee Jumpv 


ITTortl W1GST0N HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
d) £7^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 1-3F3P ART PRINCE (27) (D) C Brads B 120- . MBeny(7) 

2 1021- THE M0ECAPTWN(341J (tflOShavood Tin n.RTtorton 

3 M30- CATTIY HANG (3T7) (D){BF)JLBgh 8n? ...G Hogan P) 

4 m04 CLAREHAN(34)(QNTm«<>Dw«B1i2 - TJenta 

5 0654P THE REVStEND BSTT (SR (D) G BaUng OCS0 FWon V 

6 P-4222 MAMinrS CHOICE (21) (D) (BF=) R Aner B IQ 2^- ^ 

7 F23T.P DOra'imHilAWDaiaiifli'ii-- gay Lyons 

8 FPOU2 TatNEBSg WNQ pM 

9 065P-4 STAGE PLAYER (B) (C) (D) Mss C Carae 12 O 0-J Leseenee 

UnbxeeMPoM; «ta 

BgmNG; 3-1 The Mne CnptaX T-ZMatrei^pvifca, ^ 

Ceoly Hang. 15* Art Prince, 10-1 Tbmeeeee King, Does DBanma. 12-F 
Stage Pfayer; 14-1 "the Reverend Bert 


l o em l FORD MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS F) 
3.UU £4,000 added 2m 4f iioyds 

, 3C4Q CALLEVASTAR(t3)RAhsr7Ti5 — - ....RThomw 

2 S FASHION MAKS (2S8) Mrs I MSObIB Yl S 

3 22 HUM Tf HAW (28) A V Ne»ncr>Siii6h 7 n 5 DWgOT 
J 3PpM WCHCHAMPI0N'|2B)ACtra46irS -- 

I ^ S^JffA'ISli kz.::: » 
; T^SSPJSSffXhi raijjBS 

S M3W POCAP ffi. (28 ) TR Kirsey 8 h .. MrRBurtonP) 

BEnMG; 94 AKOUrtBlie? 

Boy. 20-1 Inch Onplon. 33>t Po W™ 

rg-zsa GLEBE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 

[ 3.30 £ 5,000 added 2 m 4 f 110 yds 

r^T POIME SECRET (18) UPJeSfl 

1 V, w: CASSO’8 BOY (46) (D] G IfcCo/l i T1 2 _ 

4 Q2Q03 GRAM Cm (17) J S AW 7 DO RThOnton 

p. ^ “ 

SSS!B 2 XSSS£E 2 S 2 »— 

Cm 

• Shadow Leader has a choice of targets ear- 
ly in 199S as he coatinues his build-up towards 
the Champion Hurdle. He could netf nwai 
Havdock on 24 January or Sandown on 7 ftb- 
ruatv. Trainer Charlie Egerton said: Shadow 

L^der could go for the Champion Hurd leTn- 

aUt Havdock or the Agfa Hurdle at Sandowi. 
But the ground is bad he might have to w « 
frar the Kinewell Hurdle at Wincanton at ihi 
end of February before going to Cheltenham.^ 


but nothing glaring came up at 
all. As well as everyone else we 
were getting the odd dirty tra- 
chea wash, but even when the 
horses are going well as a whole 
you get a few of those returned. 

“The horses that weren't 
running up to expectations 
didn't have bad blood tests and 
there was no way that we could 
have said before last weekend 
that our horses were going to 
run so well. Their blood was in 
exactly tbe same slate as the 
ones that hadn't been nmning 
well. I've no idea why they ran 
so much better. 

“All the horses have looked 
wonderful all the time and of 
course you wouldn't run them 
if they didn't. You would nev- 
er send them out there if you 
weren't certain in your own 
mind that they were 100 per 
cent okay.“ All this is rather dis- 
turbing information for those 
wishing to begin their 1998 
punting successfully on Chel- 
tenham's televised card this af- 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


term, including a dose third at Hay- 
dock (3m4f) in November to Dom 
Samurai and Him Of Praise. Those 
two have since shown themselves m 
be among the most improved stay- 
ers in (raining this season. 

□CQ 

2AS: Conquering Leader is highly 
regarded by his stable but has so far 
proved frustrating for his supppn- 
ers. Mighty Moss certainly has the 
class m win this event but an this 
course three weeks ago his amateur 


WINDSOR 


ternoon. For those happy to ac- 
cept the Twiston factor. Ocean 
Hawk will be a popular choice 
in the long-distance hurdle. He 
ran well on his seasonal debut 
at Ascot in November consid- 
ering the trip was oh the short 
side and he was facing a Prid- 
well aL the Ben Nevis of his con- 
fidence. Go-Informal was much 
further behind Martin Pipe’s 
horse in the Long Walk Hurdle 
later on the same course. 

Mighty Moss has been run- 
ner-up in each of his last five 
outings, including a length sec- 
ond to Istabraq in the Royal 
SunAlliance Novices’ Hurdle at 
the Festival, and while his 
chance is obvious his form is get- 
ting too much like a pattern. 
TURNPOLE (nap 2.45). the Ce- 
sarewitch winner, ran re- 
spectably on his reappearance 
at this course, when he was 
asked to cany the equivalent of 
the Queen Maty over 3m 2f. No 
runner will transport less weight 
than him today. 

rider failed lo gei the best out of this 
talented seven-year-old. GO- 
INFORMAL was landed to succeed 
ai Ascot last time but weakened af- 
ter being asked to set too strong a 
pace. More patient tactics may be 
rewarded today. This chestnut could 
better on today's left-handed track. 
□□□ 

3.20: McGregor The Third is a spe- 
czalist over this ctoss-cnutitiy course. 
However, be could prow vulnera- 
ble to IRISH STAMP, who also 
proved adept to this unusual track 
when finishing fifth, beaten less than 
six lengths, to Fittysevenchanncls 
(3m 70 here in November. He held 
every chance until fading two ob- 
stacles from home. Today’s trip 
(3mlf) is more within his compass. 


There will be no great award 
for originality for those who sup- 
port \%nt lYAout (13?) and Mc- 
Gregor Tbe Third (3.20). but it 
is better to be boring than los- 
ing. More complex is the re- 
maining race in front of the 
cameras. 

The Miles Gosling Handicap 
Chase will be a real flask and 
biscuits job over 4m If of Prest- 
bury Park's testing terrain iu soft 
ground, lake the telephone off 
the hook for 20 minutes to 
avoid interruption. 

Baronet, who was third in 
the Scottish National, will be 
backed, as he needs the sort of 
contests in which you get spon- 
sored per mile. His stablcmate 
Turning Trix will not be ig- 
nored either as it looked as 
though there was still something 
to work on when he last ran at 
Haydock. However. Court 
Melody (next best 2.10) beat 
him a long way that day and with 
Paul Nicholis’ yard cruising 
along he has to be the choice. 

FIRST SHOW 


Cheltenham — 2.10 


QnflrtCnaadBi gg_9g_gg_jj 
CoutUetody 4-1 9-2 9-2 M 


7-2 92 4-1 4.1 

M 5-1 S-1 5-1 


Danger Balw 5-1 92 jj Ijj 

Kandrt Carter 31 B-l B-l 9-1 


i4-i n-i i4-i p-i 
20-1 14-1 si e-i 


Baauratara 2fe1 25-1 25-1 25-1 

Simpson 25-1 1>1 201 S-1 

Each not a CV> me crioK pbess 1, 2 3 
C-Co^H-WfenHLL-LatretaaT-l* 


HYPERION 

12.50 Sounds Like Fun 1.25 Shepherds Rest 
2.00 Rectory Garden 2^35 Barford Sovereign 
3.05 Colonel Blazer 3.35 Skycab 

GOING: Gooc tc Sdt 

• Figure-of-agm course Level wrJi sharp turns, long straights 
are a 270yd run-in 

• Course s ronh of town on A306 near (unction 6 ot >44 Sta- 
tens at Wi-dstr Central f service trom London Paddmgicini ar.d 
'■Yasser Rnrarsrie (service from Loncon Waterloo.! vn Rrver bus 
s^ssatKSrse ADMISSION: Out) £14 Tattersans £.10 S4ver=ling 
£4 CAR PARK: Out) £2 -eraamder £’ 

• LEADING THAINERS: K Bailey 14-55 tSoa 1 .) N Henderson 
3-3T iTtS'ei MJm H KnigM 5-51 t l5r.> C Brooks 6-27 iTC2».i 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: M A Fitzgerald 12-57 ,211*. . M Richard* 
3-i= r*%\ J F Trttey 6-F n65*.i, D Gallagher 6-44 .oesi 

• FAVOURITES: BO-236 .329*.. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Wentworth |j 35) 

no"^ nl NEW YEAR novice chase (class 

i iC.ou D1 £5 noo added 2m 5f 


I D) £5,000 added 2m 5f 

• *1V- PMaATHJC (42) (D) -. '-e*> ~ S AThorfflon 

I =-■? SOUNDS LKE FUN (19) V^HK.-^rrr 5 JF Tilley 

; =■?£ BJRO FORUM 1161 ^Grrir-S it? 12 P Woe 

4 11 HUM “N" HAW (28) A V fawizn-SrsB, 7 13 12 2ndpn>l 

r n=£= NORDIC STOK (45) (D) j L Moore 6 O C JHIumnagh 
CHURCHT0WN CHANCE (171 C i ij 7 SWyme 
- =-;• WREN WARMER |15) '*s ? =rcesx “ 7 M Retards 
- 7 declared - 

BETTOC 11-6 Sounds Like Fun. It-* Philatelic. 7-2 Euro Forum. 10-1 
Cfturehtown Chance, 12-1 Nordic Spree. 14-1 Wren YMrWer 

f -f OKI CHEVELEY PARK STUD NEW YEAR'S 
I DAY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 

£5.000 added 2m 

: Ti-i*: FLORID (USA) (54) (D) C=ir .**7 r -d G Bradley 

I TAKEAMEM0|l2)(D)C;ner«^:£r i JAUcCaithy 

:■ iTF-1 HAL0NA p«9 (CD) :T?tt D Gallagher 

4 er£ SOVStSGNS PARADE 13311 (D| h l C “ 

J R kavsnagh 

= 22£-C SHEPHERDS REST (IT) (Ol S U?tw £ If CWett>(5) 

6 -£2-: SADISTS REALM (5) (D) F “zee* : "I “ 2nd prel 

7 DIEGO 113) (D| M Fr-ar. 5 " •: XAtrpurviS] 

£ ?h23o AUiARHOJpjS-TOCcesei:; T Dascombe 

-B declared - 

‘.rriTirr :Ca True r&ceap ne-rv 4-na» isTH'.i 

BETTING: 7-4 Hetona. 7-2 Shepherds Rest. 4-1 Takeamemo. 6-1 Ftond 
Diego, 9-1 Sovereigns Parade. 10-1 Alma pa 

roTwTl BERKSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE 
^« uu l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

1 FJiV* SEOO nOGA (41) (Dl S Uefcc 5 u CWetfclS) 

T 12-221 RECTORY GARDEN (12) (D) 7 FOOW 9 IT D J A McCarthy 

3 2B-12 MALWOOD C»SR£ (10) (C) (D) (BF) fl Alner i n £■ 

A Thornton 

4 4-<£PU HAWAIIAN YOUTH (22)(C1 ID) GMcCwr On 5 

Mr 0 Harney (7) 

5 21. PF PROFESSOR STRONG (331 F Nok* 10 n 3 PHida 

6 32561 BTROKESAVER (276) C 3rx*£ S i£' 9 G Bradley 


C Webb (5) 
2nd prel 
XAizpurulS] 
T Dascombe 


7 w-t} BOOTS MADDEN (14) (D) (BF) Mss V WBams 8 D 5 

_S Wynne 

E 21-433 LAY IT OFF (15) (CD) J ONei 9 DO - SCunan 

-8dedared- 

BETT1NG: W Boats Madden. 1 1-4 Mahvood Castle, 7-2 Ractnry Garden, 
1 3-2 Strokaaam 1 M Seod Rloga. Professor Strang, 1 2-1 Lay It Oft, 1 M 
Hawaiian Yotah 

fiTocl TOTE CREDIT HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £7^00 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 12-333 BARFORD SOVHtam (23) J F a n smw 6 120X Aapuni (5) 

2 lF-234 EAU DE COLOGNE (6) Us L Adwds 6 11 E ..JIRfcftanfti 

3 2n -53 TICKEfflYS GIFT (19) G L Uoore Bull. .. Jl Batchaior (7) 

4 011 32 SPECIAL BEAT (28) (BF) N Herderwr 6 11 It 

MrCV)gors(5) 

‘ W l2r CASStOIS BOY (46) G McCcul 7 11 0 -2nd pret 

6 25JH2 FRONTIER FLIGHT (21) (BF) rtSS L Sfl«aB 8 TO t> 

.EHustand (3) 

7 CCi SPRUNG RHYTHM (785) KBaiey 6Y) 5 Mr R WaHey (5) 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Special Beal 3-t Barford Sovereign. 4-1 Frontier FDgtt, 
6-1 RckertY'* GtfL 7-1 Eau De Cologne. 10-1 Spang Rhythm 

lone! YOUNG RACEGOERS CLUB NOVICE 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 
added 2m 

• OSFj HEH 5 UE IN MIND (3*) (D) N Hitched 9 G 0 AThOfttnn 
7 iPi-44 COLONS. BLAZER (27) (D) Mbs H knghl 6 d 9 JFTiUey 
3 322U4 SHERWOOD BOY (27) p) k Batay 3 ti 12 Jlr R WaUey (5) 
i r-F?; THE SECRET GREY (33) D McCan 7 Y) 8 . SWymeB 

5 1-iXF MOST WELCOME NEWS (16) GLMooe 6 1) 4 DGsSaghe 
e u:— ; PRffltmvE STREAK (45) H Hodges 7 00 TDascomta 
' -333PP WORTHY MEMORIES (43) Urn M Jcries 9 00 M Dunne (5) 
5 OF -PM 5S5INGHURST FLYER (33) R Dckn EDO . XAizpunj (5) 
» PW*4 HIGHLAND FIAME(I2J ABacwrare9«0 ..PHantoyd) 

-«dectared- 

Mnwwn « wgn ifta True hanOcjp m gho- kVonny Memories affl IfJb. 
iw-nghura: & hrgnoiid Fame 9a 2tt> 

BETTING 94 The Secrer Grey, 3-1 Colonel Btarer, 7-2 Sherwood Boy 
13-2 Keep Me In Mind. 10-1 Wghland Ftama, 12-1 PrvnKve Siroek. 10-1 
Most Welcome News. 16-1 Worthy Memories, 33-i Stastogfwat Flyer 

l o qc | ROYAL WINDSOR NOVICE HURDLE 
0,03 (CLASS D £2.900 added 2m 


for- BOLD ROMEO (27) N Henderson 6 11 5 JRKavanagh 

2 00 CARRSStAND(14)J!it|orD6115 . LAspd*(3) 

i PC' DERRY'S GLORY |12) P -rpijer 6 n 5 . M Richards 

i >>:K‘J KING OF SWING (2B) V ioarie 6 H 5 JFTfley 

: i=?2-0 SKMABIT (33| C Bocte 7H5 - G Bradley 

6 *-52 SKYCAB P7I J Gittard 6 Jl 5 PHIde 

? 0 THE OLD BAWNEOGUES |1!) G L Moore 5 11 5.J) Galagher 

3 “JS4J WENTWORTH (35) G Thomer 6 n 5 . . XAfapuru(5)B 

9 30P4- ZIP YOUR UP (3371 We- P TcwnsBy B 11 5 MrPTbMWley 

r, 0K-5 CINNAMON CLUB T31)N‘3»etoe-6 no ....Anionaon 

t OP MANDALADY (36) U Ma^wdi 5 n 0 PHenfcy(3) 

C 4> NATIVE CHARM (22) C-Moriota 6 HD J A McCarthy 

- 12 declared - 

BETTING 4-5 Skycap. 7-2 Nadira Charm, 7-1 SUnabfl, 8-1 Bold Romeo, 
12-1 Cinnamon Club 14-1 The 0U Bawnaogues, 16-1 Cm Mand, Want- 
worth. Zqi Your Up. 20-7 others 


MrPTbwnsley 
-...A Thornton 
Henley (3) 

. .J AMcCarthy 


G Bradley 


EXETER 


HYPERION 

1.10 Walter's Destiny 1.40 Musical Monarch 

2.10 Jolh/er 2.40 Rainbow Star 3.10 In The 

Blood 3.40 Sadler's Realm 

GOING; Heavy iSoh n places p _ 

• Right-hand undmanng course Test o» sramna Ru"-n ztK.' yoi 

• &3urse is 5m SW ol E.eier .an A? a ADMISSION: ijrandyang 
& Paddocli LT): S*rer Rng t5 (accompanied under- iCs nee) CAR 
PARK: E2 an rails. £2 memoers renwider tree 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 57-265 1753^1. Miss H Knighr 
33- TTO ar.lL p Hobbs 25-126 (198% i H Frost K-XX plSSj 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 26-'T3 (218S) C Maude 
Hat) (175M P Holley 12-64 dS*V B Powell *-152 (59%) 

• FAVOURITES: 196-505 i,3B8Vi 

BLINKERED FIHSTT1ME Primero :24 Ql Mtetrass Roste l3tf) 

rr-taAl EXETER RUGBY CLUB NOVICE H'CAP 
1.1 Oj HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 2f 
, i 3-M31 FTOVWCE (121 C Man: 5 w t) J 8 

2 U00& PBOKT«U./17JMJWfe«n7R3 PHoOgr 

4 4tf-Fi IOTHARD*S FABLE (2S)T'i«r^ 7KJ8 DJhSYTOBh(5) 


|o Hn | RICHARD MERTON FINAL MANAGE- 
MEMT YEAR NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 
£7,000 added 2m 7f 110yds 

; J-IF15 UENESONIC (37) (C| (Dl fl AHet fl n 72 . .P Holey 

2 O-5'JIP GRANGE COURT (37) (D) I Wiams 6 n 7 . R Greene 

3 53711 J0UVER OB) U Pipe if n 7 .. .APUcCoy 

4 K>-:PP THE PROMS (19) (D) N rvnsun-toflK 7 T1 7 . C Maude V 

5 Fist TORDUFF EXPRESS (18) (D) P Nthcfc 7H 7 MrJThzanl (5) 

6 OP- HAN UN £ (3001 MCoorrtae 0110 . MtasMCoombe 

7 P066-2 PENNYMOOR PRINCE (27) R Fns 9 71 0 -J Frod 

0 &I41-F CHURCHTOWN CHANCE (17) (D) C rtphani B YJ 92nd praf 
9 3-5563 FOfrrYTWO DEE (IRE) (17) N Smnh B D9 - -JIShanaB 

- 9 dectared - 

BETTING- 6-4 joEuar, 9-4 Hyriufl Express, 11-2 Grange Corn 13-2 
Meneaoiric. 12-1 hie Proms. 16-1 Pennymoor Prince. 20-1 others 


5 505-22 WA1TBTS DESTMY 127) C McM* 6 *) 1 

6 00464 DOVfiTTO (6) A E Prte9W5 

7 saSF SRARKLWG BUCK (48) N Avtlle S 13 5 
B 5-S4Q DTOTOQ7)flBaM6O0 

9 RC3PO SHAre»reNN(BK)(fi1^ iY.*ams9*l 


S McNeil 
A P McCoy 
Guy Lewis PI 
vomer* 

JMcGam (7) 


9 P03TO' SHARP PENN (B1E) (61^ 1 Y.*ams 9 rt 0 BMcGann (7) 
-gdeelared- 

jUftbwnMtcjrt fust Tnj?/erefcapi«^fc Ow 9a 7JB SftgpWaw-isi ).» 
BETTINe 3-1 DesTSiy. 7-2 Peried Pit 5-1 Prownca, 17-2 Lypherffs 

ft8lBLWDo*talO,Spartdlng Buck. 12-1 MooriantanerryniaAef, 16-1 Dio- 

10,25-1 Sharp Penn 

U wo) KENNF0RD SELUNG H'CAP HURDLE 
1 .HO (CLASS G) £2,400 added 2m 2f 

1 5W3 MUSICAL MONARCH Ph [CDI N ^“* p £JIJi uirMliS! 

2 0PKF3 C0LETTFS CH0JCE (27) u Ham 9 ti 4 . Sophie MtelwIJS) 

4 1636-P MUTAWAU(m£)f17)R Bate* SBC GSI«rtdn(h 

5 40-335 ROU.AGAlN(10)H54iaman7Wl7.. SMeNemv 

5 m-360 AUCFS MIRROR (17) (D) riBsnapSCD 

7 £2) VEILED DANCER (IRE) (71 [ r Frw 5 t) 10 Mr A Ho«si**rm 

6 0F4 5S AAVASAKSA (FP) (1®! » 

4 -SS2 C0BJR BATTANT (FR) (44) (D) R Etat-ar 8 V ' VMrtle^ 

« oftup- REMEMBER STAR (332) A D SmnP 5 W0 LCummlnam 
7i W ALflEHThtEU0N(lRE)P4)JN^6ii0 ABawg 
C nttf R4BBWN J2fl) J Bflflnefl 13 to 0 
Q POPU- CHALCUCHIMA (268) N HawKe 5 V P 
V 673P-P LADY PENDftAGON (65) N Smflh 9 10U 

« DW4« HRBYOPPORTlMTY(F19)GK^f*C 

« PPP M KIRBY MOORSIDE (70) D Mnty 7 10 0 C Maude 

-16 declared - 

Umnajm •««'»' ! <W Tw > “^l™ 3 fe™™*** ' Jf1 - 4t 

ben The L&> W ’OB- sen 9a '(«■ Cnetaictona fW 9fc. UA 
tbonan 9H 74i (wC* <1pp«nr«i» «i 6B hr.tJ» Atorsnfe » Jb 
5.1 Coau, BaaanL 11-2 

8-1 AfcrtUmw in Dormyh** WAgah. tM Aawnmia Veflad Danett 
ftSanTlMMiBt Tlw Lion. KknawaB. Remember Ste 20-1 (Khars 


THURLESTONE HOTEL HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 4YO 2m 2f 

l P5tt20 SOUTHERN CHIEF (46) ICD1WGM Tuner 11 5 J Powar (7) D 

» 10 TOM TABDR (GEH) (40) D Qsanrffl H 5 PHofey 

3 531 CIRCLE OF MAGIC (S) M Py» n 0 . . .D FUvmam B 

4 5 COPPER SHELL (47) A P Janes t)C — SMcNeg 

5 SO HADIDt (SO) C Mam D V DoutriM 

5 35 PALABI0N (46) G BaUng D t2 BCfiBord 

- P PRMStO (17) A Barraw V C Sophia Uttchafl (5) B 

5 3562 RAINBOW STAR (FR) (46) M Ope O G APBIeCoy 

3 HAPPY GO LUCKY (F69) M J Yteeden B 7 BPueefl 

10 36 KASTERLEE (FR] (29) (BF) M Ppe 10 T C Maude 

-10 declared - 

SETTING: W Rainbow Star. 11-4 Tom TWtat. 11-2 Greta 01 Magic. 7-1 
Rataemon, 10-1 CopperShelL 14-1 Kanarfae. Southern ChM, 18-1 Hap- 
py Go Lucky. 33-1 Prtmere 

l o in ) THURLESTONE HOTEL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 2f 

1 art? JASOIfSBOY(10)(CD) JUEradeyBtl D A P McCoy 

? 152223 IN THE BLOOD (IRE1 (13) P notes 7 n 4 ...J.CUsuda 

3 7-5606 BIT OF A TOUCH pBJR Frost 12 HO JFrretB , 

4 :F30F PURBECK CAVAUSS (6) (CO) R Aker 9 to t£ PHofley 

5 SP-rMP MISTRESS ROSIE fl7)M «H 06 . . M Rffll (7) B , 

-Sdedared- 

BETT1MG: 10-11 to The Blood. 1M Jasorfs Boy, 6-1 Puifaeck Can B k. 
B-i Be Ot A ibuch. 20-1 Mtatress Rosie 

lO W ftl HMS EXETER HANDICAP HURDLE 
J -^ U I (CLASS D) £4,200 added 2m 3f 11 0yds 

1 222T1' KJMOtflO (HI) (B43) M Pyw 6 T O. C Maude 

; 22-21 HANDY LASS (19) (C) (D) J Snrtl 9 T1 4 J. Cumrara 

5 -3Cn SADLBTSREALII(5)(C) Phctt»5 0ia -MrRWldgerfn 
4 -PP:t AINSI SOfT IL (FR) (16) G Ltfom 7 io tE Guy Lewis (3) B 
i -5KOO CHICKABIDOY (17) (CD) G Edwanfe OW9. . ..BPtaeed 
£ 233 Ml HJGHLOW(6)(D)IJwst)fl6(BeN. - MbaEJJpnwP) 

7 D NAAN (14) U Pipe 5 ® 5 A P McCoy B 

-7dectared- 

BETTING- 7-4 SKfert fteelm, 7-2 KMoMo, 4-1 Alnel Soli IL 8-1 Handy 
Lew, High Low, 10-1 DWaan. i2-i CNcftataddy 


HYPERION 

12-30 River Bay 2.45 Go-Informal 

1 .00 Monks Soham 3.20 Irish Stamp (nb) 

1 .35 Shedfann 3^5 PRINCEFUL (nap) 

2.10 Danger Baby 

GOING: Good la Soft (Soft in ptaeee) 

• Left-hand, galopng caro with stiff fence*. Uph*nm-to of 340yd. 

• Course is *n north <ri town otl A436. Bus Ink from Cheltenham ml station (served 
brBnstU Srmhgham and London PadciigtorT; 2 mfcs sway. ADNISSlOK CUi & 
Tbttaraab combined cu (Juniors CB); Courage Enctosure ES. CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEAD MG THAI NB1S {5-YEAR RECORD): H Pipe 38 wires from 251 ruinare (151%), 
D Nicholson 32-1BD (17B%! N IMxton-Davtea 23-215 pQ7%) O Sherwood 14-58 

PU*1. 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 28 wma tram m rides {2£B%). N Wimantson 29- 
137 (22fl %) M A Fitzgerald 15-133 fntfk! G Bratfley 13-104 ft2£%! 

• FAVOURITES: 197 wins tram 516 races pB2%! 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 

lio on l CENTENARY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £8,000 added 
I U,JU 1 2m 5f Penalty Value £5^76 

1 4-1131 BXta*00fl PRINCE C20)(C)(D) (The Rscrg Karas) Prtto 711 72 - -..GTbruwy 

2 PtMU DUNWCK SVlEW;7i) (FGTudialFTudgBTI 4 SBurrough 

3 P531-4 LOTTERY TICKET (Alan Pater) TGeoge 9 11 4 Fl Johnson 

4 4T1-4P MAHLER (37) (Engfeh Barirwon Partnarin)) N TwistoreOanes B 11 4 C Llewellyn 

5 2666AJ MANDALAY (21 ) (The Arid AisncsU CUB 11 4 HAFIzgeraki 

6 3P3-E RIVBt BAY pSj (ftterwood Reciw) lifts H Knj^>7 11 3 JCUtty 

-Bdadarad- 

BtTTING: 5-4 Edgemoor Prince, 9-4 Rhrar Boy 100-30 Mahkx; 14-1 Mndstoy, Lottery Tiekei. 
25-1 DunnlcfcsVIew 

W7: meodng abandoned due to snow and host 

FORM GUIDE 

lib only s matter ot time before Uahlar wins over fences - the geldng finishing last 
season with two very game wins over hurtles at Stratford and Ayr. The sterile c back 
m good form so MahtaTb two shewtogs this erm can easfly be Improved upon. EDGE- 
MOOR PRtafCE won over these fences last rime after a battle with Ytafmi ft was no 
ctsgrac a id be beaten by Ottawa at VYbrcestar beforehand and the 89) penalty can be 
dotted Mahler was pufed up In tha W orce s ter race after an early bkmder put him out 
of court at Newbury. The SJb pul. coupled with the EtaOtab revived fortunes, suggests 
It vriH be dose between them IWs hma River Bay is wel regarded and tUy won a 
weak race af Market Fteaen on her chasmg debut She couldnl beat Stormy Passage 
at Chepstow next time and that wavier was turned over by Diwafi Dancer at Haydock 
aharwaida River Bay neat have a chance getting the weight. whUe Jtoi Okfc Man- 
dalay. a first-fence casualty at Taunton is more Brefy lo cause an upset than the oth- 
er pan. Selection: EDGEMOOR PRINCE 

ii nni beech road handicap chase (class b) £ 12,000 
I i,uu l added 2m 5f Penalty Value £8,091 

1 Pit -64 UNGUIDED MISSILE (12) (O (D) (D E Harrison) G Edwins B B D ADobbin 

2 6P2PD- NAHTHEN LAD (289) (CD) U Shan) Ms J Pitman 9 10 Q ..RFtamtt 

3 1221 -U MACGEORGE (26) (D) (J H RdvncnO-Wtfccn) R L bb 8 10 3 PNhen 

4 -22381 MONKS 80HAM (19) (D)(G A hU*wd)G Hubbard OOO McftaN Brannwi (3) 

9 T1«21 PETE THE PARSON (14) (WE Sturt) JOU0OO MAFfizgmU 

6 6032-1 YEOMAN WARRIOR {20) (CO) (Mrs Hadher Alwan) R flowa Tl O0_ ^RGertOy 

-Bdedwed- 

Mmmumuergfic ICbt True handicap ne/gna; Mon*a Soton 987 7 lb. Pels Ttv Parson Sat 70ft. Yeo- 
nenWamor9B7& 

BETTING: 3-1 Pete The Parson. 100-30 Ungraded MteaSe, 7-2 Nahthen Lad. 5-1 Macgaorga, 
Item WuKK 8-1 Monks Soham 

FORM GUIDE 

Ungukted Missile has taled to fire on two runs tits season and ho b now dropped n 
tfstance on ground softer than he He looks worth oppomg and PETE THE PAR- 

SON can win ft. A prorrislriQ wimng novice last year. Pete The Parson shotSd got the 
trip and won eaBly under a much bigger weltait tram Parliamentarian at Ibwcssler last 
Una Nahthen Lad's latest wm was In the Sm ABance Chase two saesans ago. He 
ran wal for a long way In the Grand National and. with a record of winning when fresh 
m the past, he can be given a cnance Uacgeorge progressed to wn three times last 

■won and he vra* nnnt when he Math* water it tnHwrby on tat reappearance. 

Over he best tnp. Macgeorge should go wet. Ybotnan Warrior was on faster ground 
when he beat Flapjack Lad here last tana Monks Soham is raised n class after a 
(jngffeid wm from Telnein. Selection: PETE Th£ PARSON 

|i qc STEEL PLATE TRIAL HURDLE (CLASS CjrpAn 
1,00 1 £6,500 added 4YO 2m If Penalty Vblue £4,622 1 I 

1 2122 KINGDOM EMPEROR (35) (DttdKFfiMia JBnfideyjW Oay 11 4 G Tommy 

2 h VENT BAOUT (2S) (D) {Bn Racng CU^ M Ppe 71 3 R Johnson 

3 ASSAILABLE (F71) (J P LteMaras) N Gatagten 11 0 NWiBamson 

4 tffVILiSH CHARM (USA) (F73) {Pa» VAegand) Mre A Penal 71 D MAR&gBnrid 

5 ORONTES (USA) (F7B) |0icetSBi Syndt^e) J S Moore h G WMcFsrtand 

6 0 SHADIANN (27) (ifcraet Btacktun & John Brawn) P Mitfiy 11 D CUewaOyn 

7 2 WALK ON BY (47) (Mis R M Ml J Kraj 11 0 ._RGueat 

B WBTB1N CHIEF (FBI) (Mss B W Pakner) D VAams 11 0. . . _U(S Dumck{5) 

-B Hectored - 

BETTING: 8-11 Venl D'AouL 4-1 Devi Hah Charm, 7-1 Walk On By. 8-1 AssaOabto. 10-1 Sbwfi- 
am Kingdom Emperor, 25-1 Brontes, Western ChM 
FORM GUIDE 

Martin Pipe gvos VENT D'AOUT a taste ol Cheltenham on the run-up to a tit at the 
Trunph HrarSa which s spensored by the fly^ ownera \tent DAout has galoped through 
testing ground 10 win n great style at Hereford and Leicester, and an impressive per- 
formance today could we4 see her emerge as toe stable's numeer one tor toe Trunph 
over stableman Ravwvatch. Walk On By. a maiden on toe tort, can have Side chance 
on lomi after me huittes second to F*an» Mnstrel at VWndsor - mat wtrer bang thrashed 
by tte Pipe fBy at Herefard. Kingdom Emperor beat Prairie Minstrel only narrowly at 
Ludaw, but he has run wel In deteat smee with a penalty agamst Sad Mad Bad and 
Vrtuoso Assailable makes he hurdtes debut tor Nevie CaBa^an after two good show- 
ngs n maidens on the FUl Bought oul of Alec SiewarlS yard for 34j000gn5, Assai- 
arite s an ntarwsng leoiit along with DevOsh Charm, a steUemata of wnreig ycungsiBr 
Tough Act end in ihe same yard as when he beat Alpme Panther n a M-fwlong hand- 
icap at Haydock in September. The ex-Luca Conan traned Shadiami looks sire to 
do a lot better after a debut run ai Sandown where he faded badly before toe second 
Iasi fight Selection: VENT D'AOUT 

10 -m l MILES GOSLING HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS I I 
\ Au 111 1 B) £12,000 added 4m If Penalty Value £8,036 1 w I 

1 4064 TURNING TRK (12) (MdDaviesiDNerioScn 11 11 1D.._ .Mr 0 KcPtffll (7) 

2 303-34 BAROtET (42) (Ms Oand Thcrrpstai) D Mchcaon 8 11 B R Johnson 

3 0-223 COURT MELODY (T2) (fJki Cooumi P Wdn* ® 11 7 — Jl A Ftzgwaid B 

4 -1M21 CAROLES CRUSADER (26) [Mrs C Stowolh) □ GardcHo 7 11 6 . .. GUpton 

5 WtC DANGER BABY (6) (Shari RataigJP Bowen B 11 3 WMntoiB 

B 2P62-5 WOODLANDS BOY (23) (BF) [Stan Moore) P Mooney Ot 7 JCuWy 

7 2Q-P31 BEAUREPABtE (6) (Pel Mul Partrws) R Atoar C 10 4 .. Ur S ftnack (5) 

B 0-mF SUDEOFHlU.(15)(BF)(JPMc*terMl JJ0Nei9Oi NIMtantn B 

9 RM33 KENDAL CAVAUB1 (29) (UCrt VMngfiekl Di^jy) B R WknanB OD-. ..C Salter (5) 

10 325-0 SIMPSON (23) (John BdsQ J '3d O t)0 - C Uwreflyn 

- ID declared - 

Nbtmum wB^jnc 70st Tree harehcap waghU: Kendal Cavalier M lift. Swfpson Bst 3AX 
BETTING: 4-1 StdeoflA 9-2 Cowl Melody, 5-1 Carole* Cntsadar, yt-a Danger BabK W Baronrt. 
10-1 Diming Trix, Kendal Cavator, KM Wowtamdi Boy, 20-1 SSrapson. 25-1 Beaurepalra 
FORM GUIDE 

Timing Trtx coped with toe good losoh at Newbwy last season when he battled on 
sUondy to beat Saer Stephana and River Mandate, so his chance today with two 
rung ixxlef te belt must be respected. Court Melody, thud to hfcn Of Prase at hay- 
dock. s without a ctoimer the time whxto means that Tuning Trix, who ran wefl urnl 
ctautng toe surth to3L meets tm on 7to Densr lerms. For aO toat 8UOEOFHIU. gets 
Itwnod ths geldng is gertng better al toe tone and after staying on so wel to win 
at Sedgefieid and Ludow. he ran a stormer with a big wwgfn aganst toe progressive 
HAster Blake over this trip a Bangor - Jonp CNeflb charge inkjctofy comng to gntrf 
ai the second last Needless lo say. ires a a stronger race but SSdeolhfl has the sta- 
mina to take al the beating Kendal Cavalier, who was with Toby Baking last season, 
was a novice wnwr at Chepstow n October and. after two subsequent crecftable ef- 
forts (one on this course) he looks ju3t ihe type lo go wel. Tummg Trails stable male 
Baronet, third n toe Scottish NabonaJ. is capable of mprcwig a lor on two poor show- 
ings this term The mare Carole's Crusader peal Sir Leonard a neck a Towcester last 
time and may not be good enough here. There are reservations about Danger Baby 
after toe narrow defeat Dy Brave HgtKander at Wincanton on Bouong Day, whie Simp- 
son and Woodlands Boy are others Bkety lo be found wanhng. Boon repair® would 
seem heU by Danger Baby on toe Wincanton form but he does stay wel and could 
surpnsa whh Seamus Duraok booked. Selection: SUDEOFHU. 

19 UNICOIN HOMES SPA HURDLE (CLASS B) | fM I 
£9,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £6.156 1 I 

1 TUO-2 OCEAN HAWK (41) (Ifl (M Archer. J Bnedxnt) N Irtton-Oanu B 11 C CUsseOyn 

2 P5/3M GO-TORMMAL (12) (D) (Mrashat Dinon 8 Griffin) J Jefteoon 7 fl B ECWaghan 

3 2232-2 MIGHTY MOSS (1 9) (BF) D Nctldscn 7 Jl « . AkFKutoby 

4 OU2-3 TURNPOLE (47) (Bf^ (S lAs WJ Wfcmsj l*s M Reveley 7 71 0 _...PNhen 

5 2F2F4- CONQUERING LEADER (SM3) (D) (Ms R Proctor) N Hendason 9 D 9-M A Fboerald 

-5 declared- 

BETTING: 2-1 Mighty Moss, 11-4 Go-tnfbnnal, 7-2 Ocean Hawk, 4-1 Thmpota, 6-1 Conquering 
FORM GUIDE 

GO-INFORMAL ridden horn the front whan wel beaten behind Paddy a Return at As- 
cot 12 days aga s fcefy to be held up today - as he was when he outstayed Antapoura 
n the 30fl at Newtxry. He has an 8to penalty to defy, but sM kxtos up to outslayteg 
Ocean Hart in toe ground. Ocean Hawk has always seamed more effective on a 
faster surface and looks beatable even after his good run agamst Pndwel at Ascot. 
Mighty Moss to a aaddng sort who ran wel on hto reappearance here even if he fated 
® confirm festival form whh Oaraydon. He should get ha needed good pace today 
with Ocean Hawk in toe field. Ttmipole looks to be In toe grip Of toe handtoapper, but 
heb impenakaed for tots and the Cesarewnch winner Is nn out ot o. Conquering Leader, 
a taler m the Stayers' hkrdte lest season, taled to wm over fences beforehand TT4s 
toutfi. mud-loving mare may not be good enough. Selection; GO-INFORMAL 

S SSSffiSSE 

1 1253-1 KCGRK50R TIE THIRD (9^ (C) (kfrs DA Wtratai) G Retards CUB. .B Harthra 

2 W433 JIM VALBiTViEfZ^ (DJ (MsTfritoart] DPRnBiHid Sit 2 .DrPPrttahnf 

3 600040 SLANEY SAUCE mpjreJEFUhwNQWPUUkaD DO MAFkmerak! 

4 -40400 PAG£FOYALE(48) (Countess G&raul Gantass&SaiiauB 10 fl MrABaarios 

5 SMP- RND OUT MOfE (220) (P bUgsn) P HJganiO V D UrB Paris 

6 222-25 IRISH STAMP (48) (D) (BF) {P CTDorriBf) F Mta)toy 9 V 7 NWDnMri 

-Bdectared- 

BETTIIIGi 134 Mail Stamp, 7-4 McGregor TheTtard, 7-2 Stanay Santa, 7-1 Find Out More. 14*1 
Jtai VHertlnt, 25-1 Page Royale 

FORM GUIDE 

WWi the gound aafter and ton shorter IRISH STAMP con beat McGregor The TWrd 
ths tkna McGregor The Thud had his favoured fast ground whan he wfteed round 
the Camera to beat Irish Stomp by 18 lengths last year. He was farced la nfcs this yaarfe 
renewal and hek been unlucky with the change in toe weather, ineh Stanp, who meets 
McGregor Tha Third on «b twite, terms, ateo handtas Ihese twist aid turns wel Ths 
shorter trip « more up his BtreeL Staney Sauce 149 vrith the pace throughout when a 
cracking fourth la FrftyasvenchannSa, betas sure to go Md agar ovarttts shorter tm, 
and he meets Iroh Stanp on the aarrw larma. Fefcw tosh rawer Find Out More a a 
winning potolBr. SeteOBwi: IRISH STAMP 

|3 u| BARING BINGHAM HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
It .J £9,000 added 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £5,992 

1 2BK3 KARSH (19) p) (Lent U9StBy)UnHKr^ftrB CO JCufcfy 

2 OMM MOOnSH (19) (Atatan Rtipj*c*j N Tynstan-Oata 3 ID t) 7x31*3 

3 F4P« (K) 8ALU8T1C (12) (M5BJ Lockhart) JOShea 9 130 '7V ADcSbta 

S W30- BLAST itmiZE (295) (nonsarhBa-^saliTig^NHsndBfBcnB BO . MAFteraNd 

»»■ 

HclTiMG: 11-a PrtecaJui,3-l Moorish, 4-1 Karatd, 6-1 Blast fretna, 12-1 GoBafflsUc,S-l U»r- 

form guide 

^i^s^'sisssrasassrssa 

a hot handicap at Chepatowiaa season on hbfiretatternpttinca toe swtttofmm intm 

I &JgS3E5SSa3SaS , SM 
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26/SPORT 


Where is the evidence to suggest that England’s flagship tournament is unmatched for quality? 


A traditional cop out for sports 
columnists at this time of the year 
is to look back on the events of re- 
cent history. There are various 
ways of addressing an absolutely de- 
pendable chore but none of them 
appeal to me personally. 

Presuming to be still of sound 
min d, I flinch from attempting to 
appear witty or wise on the perch 
provided by this newspaper. 

You see. the trouble for people 
of my age is that something happens 
to the eyesight, as you get older, 
which opticians may know about but 
never mention. We may see clearly 
enough but the images become sub- 
ject to preference and upbringing. 

Opinion fosters a generational 
conflict but all sports watchers should 
consider the possibility that they are 


seeing what they want to see rather 
than what is actually happening. 

The year we have stepped from 
provided plenty of opportunities, ac- 
cepted gleefully by newspapers and 
broadcasting networks, for leaping 
in with subjective judgements that 
proved, and could prove, embar- 
rassing in retrospect. 

A claim advanced for the Pre- 
mier League last year is a good ex- 
ample of what I am going on about. 
My eyes may be up to their tricks 
again but where is the evidence to 
suggest that England's flagship 
tournament is unmatched for qual- 
ity? Despite the incessant trum- 
peting of its paymasters. Sky 
television, what are we really look- 
ing at? Excitement certainly and 
gifted individuals who set the pulse 


racing. But for most teams beneath 
Manchester United the object is to 
secure status through effort and de- 
termination. English football’s 
pseudo-intellectuals are unlikely 
to agree but the levelling off is 
downwards not upwards. 

Hartmut Scherzer is a German 
sportswriter. A friend, I encounter 
him regularly at the big fights. 
World Cups, Olympic Games, in- 
ternational sweat festivals of every 
kind. Last Monday he came over 
with two colleagues to watch Jur- 
gen Klinsmann reappear in the 
colours of Tottenham Hotspur 
against Arsenal. To their minds it 
was a pretty awful match in which 
only Dennis Bergkamp. David Gi- 
□ola and Klinsmann looked like 
proper footballers. 



KEN JONES 


As a Christmas treat, one uf 
Scherzer's colleagues brought alone 
his 12-year-old son. Afterwards, 
turning to his father, the boy asked 
“Why don't they play football in 
Engfnnd?" It's a question Alan 
Sugar and his cohorts might like to 
think about. 


Watching Tiger Woods lay waste 
to Augusta National in last year's 
Masters, even people who should 
have known better leaped imme- 
diately to the conclusion that he was 
sure to surpass Jack Nicklaus's 
record of 19 major championships 
to become the greatest golfer in his- 
tory. So much money poured in on 
the possibility of Woods winning the 
Grand Slam that the odds became 
ridiculous. Did W'oods win the 
Masters because he struck peak 
form on a course set up perfectly 
for his unquestionable talent? We 
shall see hut his subsequent failures 
in the US Open. The Open, the US 
PGA championship and the Ryder 
Cup left plenty of people dangling 
in the trap of instant conclusion. 

Perhaps it was rov eyes playing up 


again but 1 could have sworn that 
Brazil were seldom flat out when in- 
flicting England’s only defeat in the 
lournoi de France last summer. 
Maybe England m a Worid Cup year, 
will be up to the standard Glenn 
Hoddle and many of his compatri- 
ots imagine but experience suggests 
caution at the betting windows. 

Keen observation was important 
to the assessment of Naseem 
Hamed who became convinced 
last year that no featherweight in 
history could have lived withhim. 
Head up. hands down in defiance 
of tenets that most boxing trainers 
hold sacrosant, Hamed was inviting 
a smack on the chin. Kevin Kelley 
obliged- Three times before suc- 
cumbing to Hamed’s natural speed 
and power. 


R>Qowingvictory in theftst Ust 
last summer, the England and 
Wiles Cricket Board 
Lord MacLaurin, putit about that 
MikeAlheiton’s team cou» well be 
the best performing presently. This 
was entrapment of the hfo% 0IV 
derand three defeats later, aboost 
.for the optical industry. ■ 

■ Many innocent years ajgcfl was 
advised that eyes can deceive even 
the best judges ofhorseflesfc pos- 
sessing no expertise in such niatteis, 
I bore the instruction in mind 
when chopsing, to ignore Entre- 
preneur's brilliant victory in the 
.2,000 guineas as a pointer tq the 
Deity; My money was on SflverPa- 
triarefa, who finish ed second to Ben- 
ny the Dip. There endeth the 
lesson. - 


A walk into 
dreamland 
for Whelan 


Dave Whelan and Blackburn 
Rovers. The FA Cup has a hap- 
py knack of merging past and 
present, the Utile and the large. 
When Wigan Athletic tum out 
at Ewood Park on Saturday, 
their chairman will have both 
pride and painful memory 
swirling within him. 

Whelan, one of the country's 
richest men as the owner of JJB 
Sports, is the chairman of 
Wigan, but does not hide his 
' feelings for Blackburn. He has 
a box at Ewood Park and admits 
the club that Jack Wilker built 
is the template he will use for 
bis own ambitious plans. There 
are deeper ties, though, that go 
back to the 1950s. 

He signed for Rovers at 17. 
and was a first-team regular 
when Blackburn made it to the 
1960 FA Cup final. What should 
have been one of the great days 
of his life turned out to be little 
short of disastrous. 

The match was so poor the 
press christened it the “Dustbin 
Final" and Wolves, who won 
3-0. were pelted with apple 
cores and drinks cartons as 
they went up to accept the tro- 
phy'. Blackburn, who bad been 
the favourites, did not need the 
scorn of supporters because 
they were tearing themselves to 
pieces internally, as Derek 
Dougan had submitted a trans- 
fer request an hour before the 
kick-off. 

It was a sorry occasion all 
round, but Whelan was saddest 
of them all. A few minutes be- 
fore half-time he was caught by 
a bad challenge from Norman 
Dooley and bad his leg broken 
in three places. He made a 
comeback two years later, broke 
the leg again, and effectively his 
career was over bar a couple of 
seasons with Crewe. 

As it happened his prema- 
ture retirement proved to be his 
making and, at 61. the com- 
parisons with him and Wilker 
are inevitable. Work begins 
next week on Whelan's new sta- 
dium. which will ultimately be 
home to Athletic and the town’s 
sporting institution, the rugby 
league club where he also has 
a financial interest. Like Unde 
Jack of Ewood. he is deter- 
mined to ensure the taxman will 
get as little as possible in death 
duties. 

That is the future. For the 
moment there is the tie of his 
dreams. “I’ve been excited 
ever since the draw was made," 


FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 



82Z3 


BY GUY 
HODGSON 


he said this week. “Blackburn 
are a great club and, after 
Wigan Athletic, the only one 
I support." 

John Deehan, Wigan’s man- 
ager, can testify to the Ewood 
admiration society. “The chair- 
man has done nothing but rave 
about Blackburn Rovers," he 
said. “He believes they are the 
dub we should try and emulate 
as much as possible. The 
ground is going to be built on 
their lines and I’m encouraged 
to play like them, attacking 
football with two wingers. I'm 
pleased for him that we’re go- 
ing back there." 

It was Whelan’s plans for 
Wigan that persuaded Dee- 
ban, a former manager of Nor- 
wich City, to take the plunge 
into dilapidated Springfield 
Park, and it is clear that the ad- 
miration has withstood two 
years of working together. Last 
spring's Third Division champ- 
ionship and trebled gates 
helped, of course, but so has the 
chairman's enthusiasm to con- 
tinue to finance the club. 

“You sometimes dismiss for- 
mer players when you hear 
them talk." Deehan said. “You 
think they’re dreaming a little 
bit I’ve done my homework and 
be could play. He was a very 
bright prospect and he could 
have challenged for the left- 
back’s position in the Englan d 
team. 

“There was an occasion 
when I'd been at the club four 
or five months when the press 
came down to do some filming 
Six or seven players were there 
and they asked the chairman if 
he’d like to kick the ball around 
with them. Wc were doing quite 
a complicated routine with a 
player in the middle of the cir- 
cle. and although he had a suit 
on and he was 59 he gave a 
tremendous display. 




Dave Whelan, Wigan Athletic's 
chairman, shows off a model of 
the 1JB Stadium (above), which 
forms a central part of his am- 
bitious plans for the Second 
Division club. His hopes of 
exploiting his obvious potential 
as a full-back disappeared 
(right) when he broke his leg 
while playing in Blackburn’s 3-0 
defeat by Wolves in the I960 FA 
Cup finaL John Deehan (left) is 
the manager charged with de- 
veloping the team to match the 
chairman’s plans off it. 

Main photograph: Wigan News; 

Right Photographic News Agency. 



“I don't want to be seen to 
be licking the boots of the 
chairman, but it was obvious the 
hand and eye co-ordination is 
there. I’ve played him at tennis 
and squash and he’s beaten the 
backside off me. He’s a very gift- 
ed mao sportswise. I’ve no 
doubt he would have been a 
very, very good footballer." 

Deehan has his own moment 
of pain connected with Black- 


burn. In October 1992, he was 
assistant manager under Mike 
Vfalker at Norwich, who were 
top of the Premier League and 
expecting to widen the gap at 
Ewood Park. They lost 7-1 and 
their momentum was halted, 
some would say terminally. He 
hopes there wfll not be a repeat 
on Saturday. 

“If I had been a Premier 
League manager, I would have 


said it was a bad draw, but for 
us its good,” he said. “We’ve 
done the hard work of getting 
through two tricky Lies - York 
City and Carlisle - so you either 
want another small one or a re- 
ally big club. I'm going to enjoy 
the day and I’ll tell the players 
to do the same." 

Sunday's defeat by Carlisle 
was Wigan’s first for seven 
matches, but their position in 


the Second Division could be 
better. Deehan’s problem is m 
persuading players to come to 
a club which is beading in the 
right direction - but not as 
quickly as others who can spend 
more. 

“The stadium is two years 
away, which is a very long time," 
he said. “Ask any manager, two 
weeks can seem like an eterni- 
ty. I’d love to be there when we 


walk out on to that pitch with 
the new team and the new 
ground. Tie chairman’s dream 
is that we’U be in Division One' 
by that time." 

For the moment, Whelan is 
happy with the present “Sat- 
urday will be a proud day,” he 
said. “Despite my affinity for 
Rovers, nothing would suit me 
better than a Wigan win in 
front of a packed house." 


Emerson can 
leave, say 
Middlesbrough 


Middlesbrough have finally ad- 
mitted defeat in their attempts 
to hold on to Emerson, and 


Brazilian at £4m, the amount 
they paid Potto for hnn last year. 

” Emerson, who failed to turn 
up for last Sunday’s home game 
with Stockport, telephoned 
Boro onlkesdayto tell than he 
would not be coming back. The 
25-year-old midfielder is 
thought to want to move to the 
Spanish club Tenerife, who 
made an inquiry about him be- 
fore Christmas. 

-Tie Benfica coach, Graeme 
Souness, has signed the Ukrain- 
ian midfielder Sergei Kandorov 
from the Israeli club Maccabi 
Haifa to Jink up with the former 
Manchester United- player 
Karel Poborsky, who has com- 
pleted his move, to the Por- 
tuguese dub. However, he has 
failed to sign the Aston Villa 
striker Savo Milosevic before 
yesterday’s Portuguese transfer 
deadline. Milosevic turned 
down the £3 -5m move. 

Birmin gham have become 
the latest English club to try to 
sign Ally McCoist on loan. Tie 
dub’s manager, Tieyor Francis, 
confirmed yesterday that he 
had contacted Rangers. 

Chris Eddie's position as 
Burnley’s manager is under 
threat, with a New York fi- 
nancier poised to buy the Sec- 
ond Division strugglers. The 
Lancashire -born businessman, 
Ray Ingleby. now based in 
America, is bidding to take 
over the struggling dub. Ingle- 
by wants to raise a rights issue 
inthenextfewweeksand,ifhis . 
takeover bid succeeds, he will 
almost certainly let Middle go. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, has admitted that the 
dub may struggle to hang on to 
their recent signing. Brad 
Friedel, next season. The Amer- 
ican goalkeeper, signed before 
Christmas after months of wran- 
gling over a work permit, must 
play in 75 per cent of Liverpool's 
remaining matches this season 
to have the permit renewed. 

The club had 22 games left 
when Friedel joined, which 
means he has to play in 16 to 
qualify for the new permit But 
already Friedel has sat out the 
first two matches, against 
Coventry and Newcastle, and 
appearances only count if the 
■ player actually plays. 

Evans said: “Who plays in 
the side must only depend on 
the goalkeepers' form, and not 
the need for the permit to be re- 
newed. It’s certainly a tricky 
one." 

-Alan Nixon 


GAMES 

CONCISE CROSSW ORD 

No.3496 Thursday 1 January 



ACROSS 


I Metaphysical poet 

4 Evangelist (4) 

8 Parade in historic 
costume (7) 

9 Rebuke (5) 

10 Duty roster (4) 

II Contributor to the 
Exchequer (8) 

12 Formal discussions 
(13) 

15 Express dissatisfac- 
tion (8) 

17 Eager (4) 

20 Condescend (5) 

21 US state (7) 

22 Eyelid swelling (4) 

23 Stories (5) 

Selothm lo yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS:! Eggs he 11,5 Lent (ExceUenU, 9 Exact, 10 Nullify. 11 In- 
dulgence, 14 Household name, 16 Hospitable. 20 Cruiser, 21 Peril, 22 
Bare. 23 AD clear. DOWN: I Eyesight, 2 Gran dear, 3 Hotel, 4 Lance- 
corporal b Em I, 7 Tbys, 8 Placid, 12 Jambonw, 12 Jeweller, 15 Eao- 
isin. 17 Topic. IS Scab. 19 Fuss. 


DOWN 

1 Using numbers (7) 

2 Tidy (4) 

3 Most unusual (13) 

4 Top prize (7) 

5 Hirsute (5) 

6 Stimulus (4) 

7 Rubble (6) 

12 Settle (6) 

13 Amount in bank ac- 
count (7) 

14 Plain to see (7) 

16 Damp (5) 

18 Expensive (4) 

19 Mendacious person 


POKER: DAVID SPANI ER 

Adam Hine hit the front dramatically in ihe 
recent tournament week at the Grosvenor 
Victoria casino in London. He won the 
£100 pot-limit Hold ’em event, worth 
£9,702 to the winner, and then showed it 
was no fluke by winning the £400 no-limit 
with a first prize of £14,448. 

One feature of Adam’s play, perhaps 
surprising in a computer analyst, was a 
willingness to trust his instincts, as he 
showed in the first final, against Dave 
“Devil Fish" UlliotL “In an earlier hand," 
Adam explained, “I felt I was going to win 
it from the start. 1 was dealt a 10. Sure 
enough. I paired up. I bet the band and 
another player raised me. I could sense he 
had a strong hand. I decided to re-raise on 
instinct. I can’t really believe what I’m 
saying, on a rational view. But I did it. And 
I outdrew his pair of kings." 

The turning point against UUiott showed 
Adam's subtlety in getting an opponent to 





CHOICE: DANCE 


commit himself. UlliotL had 160,000 in 
chips against his own 68,000. The antes 
were 4,000 and 8,000. First to speak, UUiott 
called. Adam with 6-9 off-suit did not raise. 
The flop came down 5-7-8, which was a 
dream flop for him. Tie question was how 
to get his opponent to bet. 

Adam checked. UUiott bet 8,000. Adam 
called, with a cautious pause - two or three 
seconds can seem an age in this situation. 
Next card was another 5. “I just knew, he 
had trip fives. 1 don't know bow. I wanted 
to get him to bet it himself. If I checked, he 
would check. So l bet 15,000. And he raised 
me 37,000, setting me all-in. UUiott did 
indeed have a five, with a low kicker. After 
this hit, Adam was in command. “You have 
to maximise your good hands. It's no good 
just sticking money in on aces. My bet of 
15.000 was just right to get him to commit 
himself." UUiott was philosophical in 
defeat: “He played weU. No complaints.” 

m 


The Nutcracker, The Coliseum, (0171-632 
8300) 230pm and 7.30pm 
From the moment the curtain rises on Derek 
Deane's new Nutcracker for English-National 
B alien, you know there is a theatrical mind at 
work. Instead of the usual punch-pouring and 
tree-admiring, everyone is frantically partying, 
and executing a tricksy balletic quickstep to 
beguile the audience. It’s one of those ^ I’m 
too trendy for my tree" affairs, all blade and 
white sophistication and dancing chic tochic. 

But when Qara is whisked away to the King- 
dom of Sweets (£T-style, on a bicycle flying 
across the moon) witty designer Sue Blanc 
comes up with candy stripes, liquorice aUsort 
tutus and bags of sweeties that glide aboqf like 
candy-striped Daleks. The rats, howevex, are 
not prettified: these ve rmin are good andjjcaiy- 
If aU that were not enticement enough* 
there's a strong performance of TcbaUafslfyS' 
superb score, a masterpiece of orches&itioo. 

David 
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TODAY'S PICK 


' Video Nation (1230pmBBC2) A - 
con^Hatioa of those funny little films 
.yauggght have seen wh3e waiting for 
-l&wspight. Stimulating and often more 
tfrpkai than Pa tman himself, the two- 
vignettes feature people talking 
tdeftmera on Election nig ht, the mom- 
-ing after the death of the Princess of 
". Wales and during the trial of Louise 
/ Sfeodward. Pure, unspun reality. 


Storm Over 4 (10pm C4) An early 
image stands out in this lookback at 
the controveisia] bits of Channel 4’s his- 
tory. Mary Whitehouse watching televi- 
sion. She whirls in her armchair Hire a 
crazy shock-haired puppet, tutting in 
disgust but bound by some moral 
imperative to watch the filth before ber. 
This was prompted, no doubt, by shows 
like The Hibe. The Word, and Brookside 


- whose pioneering use of swearing to 
reflect social reality proved unpopular 
with viewers, so much so that station 
controller Jeremy Isaacs was forced to 
take strong action; “The fucks have got 
to go and the piss offs have got to be 
restricted". A red warning triangle was 
later introduced to alert viewers to the 
sexual content of some films - with the 
predictable result that ratings doubled. 



Tom Hanks in Forrest Gump: 9pm BBC I 


THE FILM S 

Fbrrest Gump (9pm BBC1) The film where it all came 
together for director Robert Zemeckis. The exuberant energy 
and innocence of Back 10 the Future is channelled through 
that perfect all-American foil, as Tbm Hanks, the feeling 
1 man’s Michael J Fox, plays a lovable dimwit reactionary. 

Small Faces (1035pm BBC2) Lost in a year when the 
only Scottish film that mattered was Trainspotting, this 196S 
Glasgow-set retro-cracker is less stylised and far more 
threatening as a young boy's future lies with his elder brothers. 
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ZOO Children’s BBC: Poddington Peas (R) 

; (12241 78). *705 Teletubbies (S) (2033246). 7.30 
The Busy World of Richard Scarry (R) (S) 

- ■ (84975(75). 7.55 Casper Classics (T) (9015492). 
845 Mighty Max (R) (S) (9777807). 840 The 

. Real Adventures of Jenny Quest (R) (4529371). 
'? 925 Sweet Valley High (R) (S) (5079623). 9^0 

The World of Peter Rabbit and Friends (S) 

- (76505). VkOO Teletubbies (S) (24081). 

1030 Ptaj Herbie Goes lb Monte Carlo (Vincent 
McEveety 1977 US). Third Disney outing, in 
-which the loveable Volkswagen is racing on the 
European circuit when he falls in love. .. with a 
'Lancia (76545388). 

1240 Noel’s Le Mans Dream (S) (3 302642). too 
;News; Weather; Regional News (T) (27852178). 
110 Neighbours (S) (7) (71998826). 
t30 ChHdren*s BBC: Brambly Hedge '(R) (S) ' 

2jOO ^np Mary Poppins (Robert Stevenson 1964 
' :'0SJ. Hugely popular Drsney musical fantasy 
nominated for an astonishing 13 Oscars, which 
combines five action with animation. Julie An- 
drews is the highly unorthodox nanny who takes 
a job with a straighter- fhan-straighl banker's 
. family in London. “Chim ChinvCher-ee" waltzed 
off with the Best Song gong, Julie Andrews won 
. Best Actress Oscar far her Tiggy Legge Bourke 
white Dick Van Dyke sacked his accent coach - 
that's if he ever had one in the first place (S) ( T) 
(29614449). 

4.15 Cartoon (3535401). 4.35 Blue Peter Review of 
the 'fear (S) (T) (1767130). SJDS From Grange. 
Hi to Albert Square... and Beyond (SJ (T) 
(7962975). 5A5 News; Weather (I) (903772). 
53S Regional News; Weather. (782517). 

64)0 The World's Strongest Man - The Final. 

- Traditional New Year's Day fare as Philippa 
Forrester and Paul Dickenson introduce some 
seasonal grunting from Nevada A bloke called 
Iron Bear Collins leads the American challenge 
while the event itself is usually won by some 
. . hulking Nordic, brute with a tache. If you like 
seeing big geezers dragging bucks around then 
• .ft's your lucky night (S) (7) (80062). 

7jD0 Mysteries with Carol Vorderman. The 
(made up?) tale of a Second World War soldier 
. .who was guided to safety, by a man who could 
not possibly have been there (S) (7) (8623). . 

730 EastEnders. Cindy pleads with lan - I bet she 
doesfSJ (T) (3>. ■ ■ 

8JJ0 Bom to Be WBd with Martin Chines. 

Martin Clunes assists a team from the Bom Free 
Foundation in the release of a 26-yeary5fcfete-’ ‘ 
phant bom free in Tanzania but rescued and 
Wought up ina sanctuary' following the death of 
her mother Oufte what form his assistance wSJ 
isn't clear (S) (6739). 

9lOO jranil Forrest Girnip (Robert Zemeckis 1994 
US). See Today's FSms. above (S) (T) 

■ (87450361). 

1145 Nows; Regional News; Weather (7) 

(489933). 1135 Faces of Islam (S) (468449). 
1155 Fleetwood Mac - the Dance ($) ( T) 

• f 430307 1 

12L55 Ffatf Carry On Abroad (Gerald Thomas 
1972 UK). The regulars go on a package 
holiday la the Spanish resort of Elsbels where 
they find the hotel haff-buSI and laughs in short 
supply (7371463). 

' 2.25-6-40 Joins BBC News 24 (75848978). 


REGIONS: .Scotland ms News; Regional News 
. 1130-1135 Resolutions 
; . REGIONS: Wales 12-55 Film; Cany On Abroad 
- 2.20-540 Jains BBC News 24 


ZOO Day of the Pharaohs: The Face of 
lUtankhamun <R) (S) (6729401). 750 
Wonderful Things (R) (S) (5757826). 840 
Everywhere the Glint of Gold (R) (S) (4267081). 
&30 The Pharaoh Awakes (R) (S) (4599081). 
lOJiO Heads in the Sand (R) (S) (9289826). 
tUO Happy New Yea; (S) (6445333). 1145 New 
Year's Day Concert from Vienna (SJ (4051028). 

12J30 Video Nation - Best of 97. See Today s Pick, 
above (S.l (5152772). 

120 The Royal Institution Christmas Lectures 
- the Magical Maze. The last of the fascinat- 
ing kiddie-centric science lectures looks al I he 
mathematics of symmetry in nature - find out 
why tigers have stripes and leopards spots etc 
(S; (T) (5234772). 

2-20 Day, of the Pharaohs: Hmewatch (S) 

(2534081). 

3.10 Pfcnl Cleopatra (Joseph L Mankiewicz 1963 
US). Elizabeth Taylor plays the Queen of the 
Nile with Rex Harrison's JuCus Caesar and 
Richard Burton's Mark Antony as the two loves 
of her life. A disappointing and overblown 
rendition with Taylor and Burton having a lot 
more fun off camera than on, this being the 
locale for their romance. Harrison turns in a 
terrific performance, but this lumbering beast of 
a film never really gets off the ground (T) 
(24356081). 

SJOS Cleopatra Short (SJ (2561178). 

5.10 EWn| Cleopatra Concluding half of the epic 
patchy drama (7) (99941265). 

720 Cleopatra Short. Short film exploring the 
continuing fascination with the pyramids of an- 
cient Egypt (S) (356536). 

730 Secrets of Lost Empires. Art MaH< talks us 
through an attempt to recreate the Great 
Pyramid of Giza, one of the greatest ever feats 
oF engineering and craftsmanship, using only 
the tools and materials available at the time. 
Archaeologist Mark Lehner grid stonemason 
Roger Hopkins struggle to build a replica of the 
First WOnder of the World, manipulating two- 
tonne stone blocks' without wheels or pulleys (R) 
(S) (T) (470371). 

820 Cleopatra Short. Another short film, this one 
- about the asp, presenting the poisonous snake 
■ in a “good light' - whatever that means (S) 
(465178). 

820 The Cleopatra FBes. Drama documentary 
showing an intimate view of Cfecpes ra. cnee tr.e 
cinema's most expensive film and the bvs af- 
fair played out on- and cfi-screen. Bases or. :ne 
correspondence between 20th Century Fc* 
publicists Jack Brodsky and Nathan Weiss. 
Vintage gossip, basically IS) (J) ( 442C{i 

920 Search for the Lost Tomb - KV5. 
Documentary about the spIendidEy-ramed 
archaeologist Kent Weeks and his search (Cl- 
one of Egypt's lost tombs (Si (T. 737245;. 

9l 50 Hie Likely Lads. Bob and Thelma are 

determined to enjoy the Chnstmas fesiiv/tjes to 
the full (R)- (2621 97). 

1025 FILM Small Faces. (Gillies Mectamon 1995 
UK) See Today’s Films, above (SI (V 
(79899888). 

1220 himl The Umbrellas of Cherbourg <Jaques 
Demy 1964 FrW Get). A lavish. rcmarMc musi- 
cal drama, sung throughout to a Michel 
Legrand score. Catherine Deneuve shines as a 
16-year-old girl forced into a loveless marriage 
because she is pregnara by her absent beau. 

. who is doing national service Neither mawkish 
or sentimental, thouqh it could easily have been 
both (675395J. 7o 2.10am 


6jOO GMTV (9380555). 

925 lF3m| The -Brave Little Tbaster (Jerry Rees 
1987 US). Enpyable animated yam about a 
group of intrepid humanised household appli- 
ances, led by the toaster (never trust a toaster), 
who leave their domestic sanctuary and set off 
on a musical adventure. What's known in the 
trade as a family movie with some memorable 
songs by Van Dyke Pa/ks (S) (T) (2069284). 

10-50 Hfan) Disney's Escape to Witch Mountain 
(Peter Rader 1994 US). Unremarkable made-for- 
telly remake of John Hough’s 1974 fantasy 
adventure in which two orphaned children with 
psychic powers come to the unwelcome atten- 
tion of an unscrupulous local entrepreneur 
(Robert Vaughn). When things get sticky; the 
nippers escape and go in search of the mysteri- 
ous mountain where they were discovered as 
babies (T) (336722121. 

1220 ITN News; Weather (T) (62746710). 

1240 The Baldy Man. Silent comedy starring 
Gregor Fisher and written by Jack Docherty, 
amongst others (5J (9633062). 

120 Hoffy woocfs Greatest Stunts (1859352). 

2.15 Fanil The China Syndrome (James Bridges 
1979 US). Jane Fonda and Michael Douglas 
star In an edgy slice of fate Seventies' paranoia 
about an attempted cover-up at a nuclear power 
plant An ambitious TV reporter (Fonda) and a 
cameraman (Douglas) are present at the reactor 
when a meltdown is averted by a quick-witted 
engineer (Jack Lemmon). A little self-important 
in places, but the tension feels real enough and 
the Oscar-nominated stars are both good value 
(T) (29622468). 

420 ITN News; Weather (T) (7063888). 

440 Fanl A League of Their Own (Penny Mar- 
shall 1992 US). Geena Davis, Madonna and Lori 
Petty are among the baseball babes coached 
by a drunken Tom Hanks in a Penny Marshall 
comedy about America's first all-female base- 
ball league in WW2. Davis is her usual excellent 
self, but the picture as a whole lacks direction 
and has that yukky sentimental old America feef 
/S; (7) (86324913). 

7.00 Emmerdale. Marlon is still homeless after be- 
ing chucked out by the Dingles Paddy tries to 
do Father Outhwaite a good deed only to re- 
ceive the ‘Get off my land" treatment Steve 
finds out !be truth about Kim and rhe body in 
the quany And t thought it was a soap opera 
about farms iSf (7i (379H 

720 Mr Bean Goes to Town ;Ri fS) (811. 

8-00 Blues and TWos. Action with Kent's air 
ambulance service tS) (T) (97391 

820 The BUI. A cut from a needle during a struggle 
••vifh an addict leaves Boulton with some HIV 
gnei fT» (82461. 

9.00 Taggart fS) iT) 1437 j) 

10.00 An Evening with Spike Milligan. Sir Harry 
Secombe Peter 0 Toole and Roy Hudd defer 
charmingly to the ex-Goon [ R> fS» |T) (4130) 

1100 ITN News; Weather. fT) ,2909751. 

TUO Fanil Haunted Honeymoon (Gene Wilder 
1986 USi Misgurded comedy spoof shot in a 
Young Frankenstein style but without Mei 
Brooks's wit (T) i9?15s6l. 

1245 Frankie Howard at His Uttermost. 

Welcome repea I of trie great man s 1991 sriow 
al the Birmingham Hippodrome i R) (4983734). 

2.10 Danc e 97 (9937579) 

34 0 Fftnl Dance Academy (Ted Mai her t 987 
US/ft) Inlenor Fame np-oH (St (67469579) 

520 The Making of A Life Less Ordinary 
(4525937). 

5-55 ITN Morning News |257»376* 7o 6am 


620 Dumb and Dumber (R) (S) (7791352). 

6.15 Ovide (R) (8607246). 640 Madeline (R) 
(S) (5760284). 7.05 The Babysitters' Club (R) 
(4612973;. 725 Two Stupid Dogs (SJ 
(8412284). 820 The Big Breakfast (74604). . 
1020 Zig and Zag's Big Morning; Happy 
Days (R) (8087401). 1025 Zig and Zag's Big 
Morning; Saved by the Bell; Wedding in Las 
Vegas (R) (S) (7) (8368333). TL05 Z/g and 
Zag's Big Morning; Moesha (R) (S) 

(5539807). 1130 The Monkees (5194178). 
1225 Zig and Zag's Big Morning: Coping 
with... (S; (7859778). 1225 Zig and Zag's 
Big Morning: Eerie. Indiana (RJ ( T) (7006081). 
120 A Dog's Life (R) (S) (27869468). 

115 Channel 4 Racing from Cheltenham (S) 
(49762604). 

345 The Lord's Prayer. Comedy short starring 
Roger Lloyd-Pack (Trigger from Only Fools and 
Horses) as a cricket-mad man making a pil- 
grimage to Lad's cricket ground (6350420). 

420 Bewitched (10). 

420 Countdown. Words and numbers in front of a 
slumbering studio audience. Hosled by Dicky 
Wand Vbrd at the board (5) (7) (94). 

520 P5il The Railway Chfldren (Lionel Jeffries 
1972 UK). E Nesbit’s book is gloriously 
realised by director Lionel Jeffries. The young 
Jenny Ag utter is the eldest of three children 
whose fives change dramatically after their 
respectable Daddy is jailed on suspicion of 
treason and they move to a small Yorkshire 
cottage, near a railway line, among common 
folk A wonderfully evocative tale of childhood 
with both Ag utter and a curmudgeonly Bernard 
Cribbins as the station master outstanding ( 7) 
(50333). 

720 Concert of Hope. This syrupy celeb-fest 
concert was recorded in aid of the Diana, 
Princess of Wales. Memorial Fund. 

Recorded at Battersea Power Station, London 
on 7 December 1997 and featuring Gary Bar- 
low and Robbie Williams, in their first public 
appearance together since Take That split up. 
As if that wasn't bad enough Peter Andre and 
Boyzone are there too (7) (3401). 

820 Desmond's. Michael is promoted to bank 
manager, and Matthew searches for an act to 
top the bill at his charity concert (R) (T) (3951). 

820 Wat Side Story. Caught on camera - the 
activities of vampire bats and tree frogs in the 
rainforests of Central America. (R) (6888). 

920 Equinox SpodaL A new departure from the 
people al Equinox - a fictional future-set docu- 
mentary-style drama that asks what the media 
might be like in 15 years time. John Milne's 
drama investigates the death of fictitious media 
mogul Liam Keller (Danny Wet*), a Bill Gales- 
like figure of the new millennium and specu- 
lates how the media could develop (T) (2913). 

1020 Storm over 4. See Today's Pick, above ( T) 
(2772 ). 

1120 Irani Last 1bnga in Paris (Bernardo 
Bertolucci 1972 lt/Fr). A rejuvenated Marlon 
Brando takes centre stage as a middle-aged 
American expat in Pans, who finds anonymous 
sex with Mana Schneider is the best way to get 
over his wife's suicide (7) (33788888). 

125 Fanil JubBee (Derek Jarman 1978 UK). Jar- 
man's masterpiece of anarchy. Elizabeth I pays 
a visit to the future of her sceptred rste - a land 
of chaos and decay where the punks have 
inherited the earth (T) (699376). 

3.20 Rawhide (175227). 520*620 Those British 
Faces (653 7685). 


620 Dappledown Farm (77) (6670352). 620 Wind 
in the Willows (56655352). 620 Mr Men and 
□Hie Miss (94982246). TOO Wimzie's House 

(R) (6555401). 720 Alvin and the Chipmunks 
(6574536). 820 Havakazoo (R) (7200130). 

820 Adventures of the Bush Patrol (R) (S) 
(7209401). 920 Slickin' Around (P) (7223081). 
920 Wishbone (R) (5838619). 

1020 Enid Blyton - the Secret of Moon Castle. 
The children encounter a ghostly figure on 
horseback and are convinced that the castle is 
haunted, bless them (5) (75744333). 

1150 Animal Xtremes (43668130). 1220 The Bold 
and the Beautiful ( T) (7210517). 1220 Family 
Affairs (S) (71 (6382325). 

100 5 News Update (SJ (76320284). 

125 Pop Special: Hanson (7) (58966401). 130 
USA High (R) (7732866). 220 Girlfriends (S) 
(3856710). 2.55 Daria (R) (9871555). 320 
Daria (R) (1065178). 345 Sister Said 
- (35377604). 325 Olympic Gods: Zeus and lo 
(73758807). 

440 Xena: Warrior Princess. First half of a Xena 
double hefpinq - fiqhting evil warlords first... (R) 

(S) (8417555). 

525 Xena: Warrior Princess. ... then she comes 
across a peaceful town that is under attack by 
the evil Cycnus and his son. so she comman- 
deers a chariot and squares up to them with 
her sword (R) (S) (8271246). 

620 100 Per Cent Three lonely contestants -wilh 
not even Les Dennis lor company - face 100 
testing general-knowledge questions (S) 
(8236623). 

620 Family Affairs. Elsa and Maria fuss over 
Claire. Roy talks lo Mel about his plans Tor the 
luture. Susie tells Holly that Jack is an alcoholic 
There, you don't have lo watch It now (S) (T) 
(8227975). 

720 Polar Bear. Wildlife documentary looking at 
the graceful great white bear which spends its 
time lumbering around the icy wastes of the 
Arctic (S) (7) (4997555). 

820 Hospital! Medical drama spoof - should the 
brilliant young brain surgeon forsake ihe 
woman he loves lo save ihe life of a patient? 
(R)(S ) (T) (4973975). 

920 Iran I Buff y the Vampire Slayer (Fran Rubel 
Kuzu'r 1992 US). Diverting comic horror film in 
which an airheaded Californian cheerleader 
(Kristy Swanson) is recruited by Donald 
Sutherland as a medieval vampire slayer to 
save LA from a fanged invasion armed only wilh 
with her trusty stake and languid alhleiicsm 
Luke Perry (on day release tram Beveriy Hills 
90210) plays Swanson's boyfriend while Rutger 
Hauer and Paul Rubens lead the fang-incheek 
nasties (50073536). 

1025 Secrets and lives. Profile of ihe rich ginger 
eqotisi Chris Evans (2865807). 

1105 Fame and Fortune (R) (S) (1040642). 

1225 Faml The King of Marvin Gardens [Bob 
Ralelson 1972 US). Jack Nicholson is reteamed 
with director Ralelson with whom he made the 
acclaimed Five Easy P» 2 es. This neglected 
drama contrasts Nicholson's cerebral radio 
personality (which, way back when, was not the 
oxymoron it is today) with his aspirational older 
brother Bruce Dem (4488686). 

220 On Wings of Eagles (26777173). 

420 Faml Rag DotL (Lance Comfort 1960 UK). 
Kitchen-sink style melodrama - boughl from MFI 
- m which a young woman escapes from a 
drudge-like existence to London, where she 
meets aspiring crooner Jess Conrad (574794631 

520 100 Per Cent (5) (6684937). To 6am 
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Radio t 

(976-99 8MHz FM ) 

6JW Chns Moytes. KMIO Martt Goodt- 
er 12:30 Maiy Anre Hobbs. 3 jOO 
Steve Lamacq. BJOO Arme Nightav 
ojje's New Year Chin Out 1000 Carl 
Car's Essentia) Year ZOO Gifles ftrter- 
-scn. 400 - 620 Charts Jordan. 

Radio 2 

188- 90 .2MHz FM J 
600 Richad ABnson. 720 Sarah 
Kennedy. 920 Alex Lester. 1220 
Steve Wright 200 Laughter (JSA Spe- 
cial 320 Ed Stewart 520 John Dunn. 
720 Britannia.'. 820 Paul Jones: Best 
o»97 920 Bily Ocean's Celebrity Soul 

-Show 1020 Rado 2's Hollywood 
Christmas. 1020 Sob Haris. 100 
Steve Madden 320 • 420 Patrick 

' Lirt. 

Radio 3 : 

(904-92 4 MHz FM ) 

620 On Af 

920 Morning CoBactton. 

'• IQS The New 'fear’s Day Concert 
"WJ50 Introduction to tha ' 
its (few few’s I . 

' 1220 Ghosts inflie I 
1-00 Composers of the Week; Twentt- 

- 

ass Ensemble : t™" . ' . 

Gerturyr- 

5JM The Changing Orchestra. : r r - -■ 
&3o Perionrtanceon 3 - 
940 Postscript 'Gardens', . 

1020 Music Restored. Anthony Rootey 
. Bttroduoes. raety. heard, sacred music 
tor voices arid instruments by the 17th- 
century token composer GiovajrtFO- 
fce SaiceR.iridu{flnghis Missa 
sokdta The performers are Musics 
Fabuia, director Jan WaSure. . 

1045 The ifcetec Show., 

Tt30 Compogere of the Wftek: British 
LttH Music. (R> - • 

S0JazrNot» • 

120 - 5-00 Through the MgW? . «■ - 

Rac&o4-_ _'T'L ir . 

(924-84 SMHzFMT -, J 
OOO News Briefing. .. -. 

630 Farming ■ •>...■ 

645 Prayer tor the Day. , i . - 
630 The Nature Hstory ftogranme. 
720Hbday. 

845 Facte and FanottT--'' ' 
MONe^.- •. 

925Fa»theftcis - 
‘820 Catling to Swats. 

1020 News; Trumpton Rlota Again. . 

lOJOWnman'sHautT,;'- 

H 30 Front Our Own Oowsparidera- 
jia Kershaw Cofedton. 

1220 News; as Our Tomorrows . 
teasFbirfPtoy- r*- • ■ 

«n VWWhec . 

lOOThe WbrW at'Ona,- . 

140 Tha Archers. 

' Porecast __ 

220 News: Cigarettes and Qtooolaie- 
320News, AS Ourtbmorraws. 

JSS.sSrt Story. - Firagte as Mi on -a 
Step 

520PM ; • 

wo Shipping Forecast . 

£25 Weather .. 


620 S« O'CJock News. 

620 Smooth Talkers 

720 News. 

725 The Archers. 

Tao A Rghring Chance Worid heavy- 
woltfil champion Larmaoe Lewis has 
pumped 1 5 million pounds kuo a col- 
lege in Hackney to educate problem 
teenagers. Classes aresmaH and 
morate is high. 'The difference e feat 
they treat you like an adult here,' says 
t&^ear-dd Martin. But can this experi- 
ment in education survive? 

620 How Music Can Change the 
World. 

645 Shelf Lives. Tamagotchi - 
920 Does He Take Su^r? 

920 Kaleidoscope Feature 
9JS9 Weather. 

. KLOO The World tonight. 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Playback. By 
Raymond Charc*er, ahridged by 
Robert Dodds, read by Angus 
Madrmes. Tfou called her a murder- 
ess. That's a slander.' 
tun Anthology. 

1220 News. . 

1220 The Late Book: Ghost Stories 
1246 Shipping Forecast. 

120 As World Service. 

WO inshore Forecast 
W5 - ADO Shipping ftracasi. 

Radio 4 LW 

^^MyServica 1015 ■ 1030 On 
This Day. 

Radio 5 Live 

(693, 90SkHz MW) 

, 620 Murray Weber's Grand Prt* 

Vtortd. 620 The Breakfast Pro- 
gramme. 9 l 00 Nicky Campbell 1130 
The CeSic Tiger. 1220 Midday wife 
Malt 220 The Thursday Match ADO 
Nationw|d». TOO News Extra 730 The 
ftoMWan. Actress and the Bishop 
820 Tales from the tojtoamps.000 
gpolsAmerfca. 630 Sportshop. 1020 

Sputnteto Ce^Jhans. noo News 
&. 1130 The- Celtic Ttger. 1220 Af- 

tef Hours- 220 Up AU Night. 520- 

620 A Tbst tor ihe vwndrss 

Classic FM 

- Preview. 720 Smooth.Classrcs. O 00 
gvaning Concert. .lOOO Jane 
■Markham. 220 Concerto. 320 - 600 
-Mark&ifflf* 

fS?5?i S/S oSSmf 1058MHz^ 

620 Lynn Parscna. iooo 

. 220 Kicky HornaOpoCa^iffi Jones. 

t£oo Mark Fonest 220 - 820 
Howard Pearce. _ - - 

Work! Service 

220 Newsday. 

Paith. 320 Wofid News* 605 Worid 
Business Report. $f5bpons 
SjCWiuo 320 Assignmere. 420 

55 

S20 Newsday. 630 Outlook. 655 - 
620 Science View 


SATELLITE/CABLE 

Sky Movies Screen 1 

600 The Return often 


Return onbmrry Tricks’ (135^) 

(24888). 820 Rad (1936) (ESSEWI. 1020 
Hrwaid . a New Breed ol Hero (1936) 
123791). taoo Goldilocte and fee Three 
Bears (1955) (93975) 130 Kgf=« and 
fee Hendersons (1987) 1569131. 330 
Baho ( 1995) (B 75361. 5-00 Lide Cottas 
(1997) ffl*SS3l. ZOO Operaoon Dumbo 
Drop (1995) (92994). 920 Execumre De- 
cision (1996) (75561997) lUSIWa* 
fee Line (1970) (5079751 t2J55 Before 
' J (270*8?/ 2A0 Mad 


Sunrise (1995) 
Dogs and 


(1995) (535550 I. 



2 

_ (1939) 

(9013604). 735 George White's Scan- 
dais* (1934) (91568431 8 20 A Lari Musi 
Live (1939) (8002623) 1020 Srsler Ken- 
ny' (1946) (21333) 1220 It Came from 
Outer Space II (1996) (51159). 220 The 
War (1994) (86234). 420 Housegues 
(19951(58831 620 1! Came from Ouie; 
Space 0 (1996) (92329994). 7AO US Top 
Ten (438739). 820 Muriefs Weddng 
(1994) (78265). 1020 The Scans Lfger 
(1995) (11390517). 1245 Red Shoe Di- 
anes (1995) (3797753/ 135 LaSl 
Chance (1995) (8488821. 3» Ry ft: 
Night (1992) (215444). 445 - 620 The 
Three Musketeers' (19391 (3810335). 

Sky Movies Gold 

420 Damsel In Distress* M937) 
(5437577). 620 DuChSSS and fee Din- 
later Rw (1976) (39715 1 7) 820 
WteGames fi383) (3976062). moo Es- 
cape from Alcatraz (1979) (7234517). 
1220 The Beguted (1971) (9213376). 
tss Abbott and Costeto Meet Boris 
Kartell* (1949) (HCB9685J. 330 LeCT 
du coeur (1994) (7028024). 425 Close 

Bravo 

600 A-feam P^zqkaOO^f^ 

Diiy(336S2S4T mOO FWaxteDcneS 

(8758B23) «4S nfeB Hard MM 
7993 (11912791). U5 Tour d Duly 
(562895S. Hm: Manoc Cop 2 

(1990) (86503565- 420 The Mm 

(167&82). 420 Head (5J87978I 520- 
600 A-tean (9453444). 

Discovery Channel 

420 Bush toctai Man (<5090® 430 
• (4505246). 520 Best of BrrUSh 
«U). 620 Shark Htfetere 
|7j). ZOO Mysterious WcjW 
mjuoMQ), Z30 Disaster (4506975) 
aooiteri immcrid psssw^aoo Top 
fcHafques (6826888). 830 Wondered 
w&atrw (5761388). 1020 In fee Wata cf 
tteBuBBiti (3348517) ItOODBCOver 

sssiskssssf 

(3182395). 220 OOS& 

SRJoLi any (3HSW IMOHowl 
(46555). mrio Taranjhe EgcAJ wen ‘ 
turn (38623). c* 

620 Bestcrf fe®Lkte6Show(2797/ 

630 


830 The ftemy 1 1S26I 9u00 Semfeic 
•43710K 930 Mad aDOut ‘iOu |49 
WOO E R tlOO Star Tr* Very 
aqer ,'957 to 1220 Laie She* wm 
□a.-i itetsaman 120 tr. fee 
Head fee Njghi ,59753) 220 ■ 600 
Lcng Fta/ |79J5263i 

Sky Sports 1 

700 WWF i3340fi 800 S*v ipai£. 
Centre (347301 920 Raor>g 
(46523) 030 AaraDrCS (833841 WOO 
Soccei Extta (2663642) 130 Scottish 
Fbotoii Hearts v rtwmian |799S6S». 
430 Bating (713468/ 730 Soccer Edra 
(9325536). 1120 Boang i&iXSl 220 
Scottish Fdo&al (55250) 330 An&m g 
toasters r67666) 430 Cixe 


720 Sports Centre (7761555) 820 
Racing Nswc (9690246). 830 Fisrtng 
Tates (36995 : 7) 800 Aniencan Chji- 
doore (981 ■ i97i 930 Rxbol MundiaJ 
(7947536/ U20 Sport USA ((K6377^| 
1130 Andersen Consunmg finals fte- 
w* ,5068604) 1200 AncSirn^ M-siiets 
(7951159) 120 Figure Ska>rtg 
(72902461 300 Table Tennis (50624201 
400 Anrfrtg Maslers (508 '5551 SOO 
Figure sEatrig i96l482t.) 720 Ander- 
sen i^onsuftinq Finals Preview 
(64483331 730 Darts (9304 r ~S) 1130 
Body-&aidrtg (7204X51 tZOOfit &ng 
Masters (77 7&J63) 100 Trens World 
Sport (98Q582U 200 Andersen Cor- 
suiting Finals (6031005) 2230 dose 

Sky Sports 3 _ _ 

J 240 WIVF Supersiars (65533772) 120 
W&ekendFrsrBrrnanfSJfiMJiOi 130 
Utomale ftshrw (65553536/ 220 Cue 
Masters (84475246) 230 The GcMen 
Age ol Motor Rawig {26*00401) 330 
Spcrl USA (29888623). 520 Bcdy-EuW- 


ter? (10902246) 820 Trans Woril Sf«1 
(10911994). 900 Wcrtd d SaiSrig 
(91225197) 930 ftowCrtwal and Jer SAj 
World (6553*401). 1020 Football Spfif- 
tXX*0M678Sy. 1130 Ctose 

Eurosport r 

730 Katting (40)59) 920 Fi^ire Sl^- 
fegfijOB?) TLOO Sj .lumping (24517) 
1200 Rally Raid (68975). 120 Fcrfbal 
(77623). 220 FoOtteS (l 1994) 420 Ski 
Jumping (5710) 820 Car on Ice (780 7) 
630 Fboibat (499977 730 FocTOaA 
1 32642) 830 Rally Raid (96401) 830 
Rdy (69604) 1020 fenr* (75 710) 
tlOO Mole* Ractig (3S77Q) 1220 Rally 
(35463). 1230 Ctoe. 

UK Gold 

720 Nineteenih FWe (2329739) 735 
NewhbCujre [5685739/ 820 acss/r^iSs 
(69*6401). 835 EastEnders (J»5dZi() 
920 TYe B« (534)333) 930 Hcwads 
Way(577?994) 1020 Bess Tins House 
(782G555J. *30 7he Siiwans 

(5337517). TLOO Been (98*53159) ttOO 

Crossroads (S2RJ3449J 1235 Neigh- 
bours (32636536) US* l iteiEndas , 
17756888) 130 Sykus (7 Sj 58«\I 2d0 
No Place Like Home (971CU26) 220 
Last ol fee Summer ‘Wrie tffSSJJO) 


VARIATIONS 


Anglia 

As Carlton except: 1230 

Nfevs <6Z7 37062) 12.45 Million 
3 ires (5251449) 12AS Film 
Deadly Encounter (558289). 

230 Dan-^ 97 (4897647) 3.15 
MTV Europe Music Awards 1997 
(44795ti 525 Customs Classi- 
fied (4909J32). 

Central 

As Cartton except: 1230 ITN 

News. Weather (62737062). 
12.45 The Fashion Police 
(5251449) 

HTV Wales 

As Carlton except: 1220 

Baywatch (9633062). 12AS 
Film Deadly Encounter 
(558289). 230 Dance 97 
1 4897647 ) 3.15 MTV Europe 
Music Awards 1997 (447956). 
525 Cusloms Classified 
(4900032) 

Meridian 

As Carlton except 1230 UN 

News. Weather (62737062). 
12.45 Short land Street 
(5251449) 12-45 Film. Deadly 
Encounler (556289) 230 
Darice 97 (4897647) 3.15 MTV 
Europe Music Awards 1997 
(447958) 525 Customs Clas- 
sitied (4909032) 

Westcountry 

As Cartton except: 1230 ITN 

News. Weather (62737062) 
1235 Emmerdale (5251449). 
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12.45 Film Deadly Encounter 
(558269) 220 C>ance 97 
(4897647). 3.15 MTV EuTC 
Music Awards 1997 (447S 
525 Customs Classified 
(4909032). 

Yorkshire/North East 

As Cartton except: 1240 The 

Baldy Man (54764468). 12415 
Emmerdale (5257449). 120 
Movie Magic (1859352). 3.10 
Film: Dance Academy 
(62826050). 535 Sound Bites 
(6652978). 530 Talespin 
(4525937) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except; 1225 

Zig and Zag's Big Morning: 


Mali a Wii Cwac Cwac 
(989087). 520 SPump: Uned 5 
(7989642) 5u40 Crefyddau'r 
Byd Wedi Eu Hanlmeiddio 
(642)59). 620 Newyddion 6 
(47.3420). 6M Heno (992623). 
630 Gogs (723159). 720 
PObol y Cwm (981246). 735 
Penblwydd Hapus (179130). 
820 Gogs (474826). 825 
Lawi yn y Ddinas (1236449). 
9.10 Gogs (395371). 920 

Newyddion (3S2807). 935 
Provence (8013913). 1125 
Storm over 4 (465739). 1225 
Him: Last Tango in Paris 
(99698005). 230 Close. 


330 The Bfl (45279(31 420 JufeH Bra- 
vO{J3S79371i 525 EasiErdas 
(21 157781 5b40 BOO'S Full House 
(9954888) 625 That's Sdcwtusnaes 
(77821501 720 Lay of fee Simmer 
Wine (6744 461) MS No Place LAe 
Home (376579)1 820 Keepfeg Up Ap- 
pearances |S8 *52651. 920 Dad s Amry 
( 70303521 940 FSm: Ctockwee (1986) 
( 1545352). 1130 .lack Lee Srcw 
(7589246) 1235 Three ol a Kjnd 
(2023482) UO Freddie Sian (1 >48550) 
225 Miami Uce (72863951 255 - 720 

Shopping (R7944869) 

620 rmy^vr^l (7780823) 900 Enier- 
Idivnmt New 1 i'8)MJ499J 915 Han to 
Hart (6953&(?i «J0 Jerry Springer Un- 
on (53277 10 ) 1120 The 'toung and the 
Resrtess 1 1531082) 1155 ftookade 
(2019326 5) 1225 .Immy's (9333371) 
120 Cheap Chic {«?44j|7fj i30Tem- 
peari (2523165) 220 Ready Siaa*iy 
Ct<* (38120C2) 320 C<*Ad H Be a Mu 
xkp (84807303) 440 Jerry £pr»»er 
(8247087) 520 Rolonda (5677365) 

520 Lfieap Cl*. (54530751 520 
Ready. Si©e»Jy Coe* (7809604) 700 


Rescue 9H <5449352). 730 Myistertos, 

S teactos (7085430). 820 Jer- 
3970886) 920 ram A 
(1981) (3973973 . 1120 The 
5ex Zone (8227420). 1900 Oosa 

Live TV 

620 LMng Room 630 /toony ZOO Di8l- 

7» Ncfflcri UVE Z3Q Fashfcri 
820 Agony 830 LMng Room 920 
Lwe Story 9l5 NattonLNE 930 Why 
FflesT ttuOO Lie Detector 1030 DeT-Q- 
Doc 1945 Lew Story noo Rptelalore 
1130 Fate and Fomre 1220 Wb 

Rles.? 1230 Revetetions 120 Lie I 

lor 130 Agony 220 Fashion 230 Revp- 

Irfisons 320 Fare and Fctwne 330 

Dei-a-Dcc 420 LMng Room Legends 
430 Fashffln 820 Agony S30De De- 
tector 920 Uvng Room 630 Sport Lne 
TOO FasNon 730 Agony 020 Lie De- 
tector 830 Living Room Legends 900 
Why Files 7 930 Fashion 1020 Topless 
Dans, Spon Uve 1930 Agony ttOO 
Thptess Dens; Sax 1130 ExoDca tiL30 

Pleasure Dome 120 Private Dancer 130 
Fasrton 220 Sex 230 Erotica 330 
Agony 420 Sex 430 Sports 520 Why 
Rfe’ 530 - 620 Home Shopping 


Numbers In bradate are Video P1us+^ Codes 
(T) = Teletext Subtitto (S)^ Stereo 


TV Guide by Peter Conchie 


SIT BACK 


AND ENJOY 


THE NEW YEAR 


ON ITV 


IN ASSOCIATION 


WITH THE 


NEW ® TOYOTA 
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28 /SPORT 


Gough’s injury blow opens tour door for Silverwood 



England's chances of 
cricketing success in the 
West Indies suffered a 
blow yesterday when 
their fast bowler Darren 
Gough withdrew through 
injury, to be replaced by 
Chris Silverwood. 

Derek Pringle. Cricket 
Correspondent. reports. 


The hamstring injury that 
forced Darren Gough to miss 
the final two Ashes Tests of the 
summer has returned to force 
the fast bowier out of England's 


lour of the West Indies, due to 
leave on Saturday. His place will 
now go to his Yorkshire team- 
mate Chris Silverwood, cur- 
rently in Kenya with the 
England A team. 

“I've tried everything 
possible to get fit, so this setback 
is extremely frustrating and up- 
setting," Gough said. “But I'm 
extremely optimistic I will soon 
regain lull fitness." 

The loss of Gough will be a 
significant blow to England's 
chances of beating the West 
Indies on their home soiL a feat 
last achieved by Colin Cowd- 
rey’s side in 1968. His effer- 
vescent personality, a boon on 


long tours away from home, will 
be almost as badly missed as his 
ability to get the ball to reverse 
swing, an important factor on 
bare dry pitches. 

According to the England 
physiotherapist Wayne Mor- 
ton, Gough's problems from last 
summer - sore hamstring ten- 
dons behind the left knee - had 
never cleared up and, despite 
intensive treatment, he was 
□ever entirely free of pain when 
trying to bowl flat out. Al- 
though he missed Sharjah 
attending the birth of his second 
son, it clearly bought him some 
extra time, too. 

David Graveney, England's 


chairman of selectors, held out 
the possibility of Gough linking 
up with Atherton's squad later 
on. “This is a blow to both the 
England team and to Darren 
himself, as I know he was ex- 
tremely keen to return to the in- 
ternational arena after missing 
the latter pan of last summer 
through injury." Graveney said. 

“However, we remain con- 
fident we can overcome his 
loss and sustain the momentum 
we established in Sharjah. 
Should Darren return to full fit- 
ness in time, then the possibility 
of him joining the squad should 
not be ruled out." 

Morton thought that Gough 


would he ready for the tour un- 
til recently, “Following intense 
sessions at Old Tr afford. and 
more recently at Headingiey. I 
was hopeful that initial positive 
signs of improvement would al- 
low Darren the leeway to start 
the tour and test his leg out- 
doors on grass," he said. “But 
this proved futile when the 
problem worsened under the 
load of increased pace and 
amount of overs. 

“It is an immensely frustrat- 
ing lime for Darren, Yorkshire 
and England, but despite con- 
siderable efforts on his part to 
meet the deadline, which we have 
tried to make as late as possible. 


it now seems his body is deter- 
mined not to mend in time. 

“Since the problem arose, 
Darren has undergone intense 
treatment, plus a programme of 
musde re-education to correct 
muscle imbalance. He even 
underwent a knee investiga- 
tive arthroscopy to rule out an 
internal structural problem." 

Silverwood had mixed emo- 
tions when he heard that his 
immediate 1998 plaos had 
changed so drastically. 

“I'm disappointed for Dar- 
ren and it's never nice to see one 
of your mates miss out through 
injury, but I'm delighted I've 
been called up." be said Tm 


sure it will take a while for this 
to really sink in, but I hope I can 
step in and do a good job.” 

SQverwood's promotion fol- 
lows a reasonable summer, 
where he took 44 wickets at 29 
for his county. Having had a 
sketchy tour of Zimbabwe and 
New Zealand last winter, his 
progress was slow until the end 
of the season, when he was 
asked to spearhead the York- 
shire attack In a crucial game 
with Kent be was on course for 
all 10 second-innings wickets, 
until r ain and the broad bat of 
Mark Faiham ruined the fun. 

Havin g put on a yard of pace 
sinm last winter, Silverwood 


may well have claims towards 
taking the new ball, though 
much will depend on the early 
form of team-mates like Ashley 
Cowan and Angus Fraser. He 
is no Gough blit, whatever 
happens, Sflverwoodmust take 
his chance when it conies. If bid 
can fill Gough's boots as handT 
somely. as Matthew Fleming 
did in Sharjah. England should 
have no 'cause for regret ' > 
The Lancashire seamei 
Peter Martin has bcien named 
as the stand-by fast $owter for 
both tools. Silverwc^xl wffl b« 
replaced in the A,; team' by 
Warwickshire's * 
Dougje Brown. 
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Split 
game 
hinders 
return to 
the good 
old days 



Life is hard for the 
gladiators of the oche as 
darts tries to pull itself 
together. Greg Wood 
reports from the World 
Championship at 
Purfleet on a sport that 
fell from favour. 


It is less than 15yearssince a se- 
rious talent for darts was some- 
thing worth having. Fame, 
fortune, perhaps even a gong (or 
services to your sport - such were 
the rewards of a pursuit which, 
like snooker, could have been 
designed for the television age. 
Eric Bristow was one of the most 
famous sportsmen in Britain, 
and kids in bedrooms and 
garages everywhere practised 
throwing their arrows with a 
cocked right pinkie, just like Eric. 

But at the very moment 
when it seemed ready to 
conquer the world, something 
strange and unfortunate 
happened to darts. Without 
any warning, the beery, 
gladiatorial atmosphere which 
had captured audiences in their 
millions suddenly lost its appeal. 
Almost as one, the nation 
switched off. Sponsors and TV 
coverage melted away. No one 
has ever quite worked out why. 


d 


Straight through: Keith Deller lost 3-2 to Mick Manning at the World Championship at Purfleetis Circus Tavern yesterday, but advanced to the quarter-finals on legs average Photograph: David Ashdown 


The most popular excuse is 
one which snooker might 
recognise. “There just aren't 
any characters any more," 
people complain, but they have 
dearly never watched Jamie 
“Bravedart" Harvey leading 
the crowd in a chorus of “Loch 
Lomond" as he makes his 
entrance. In fact, darts is still 
packed with characters, from 
Rod “The Prince Of Style" 
Harrington (he wears a tie) and 
Bob “The Limestone Cow- 
boy" Anderson, to Phil “The 
Power" Taylor, who is reckoned 
by many to be the finest player 


ever to lay hands on 22 grams 
of tungsten. 

If Taylor wins the Profes- 
sional Darts Council World 
Championship here at the Cir- 
cus Tavern this week, it will be 
his sixth world title, one more 
than Bristow (or indeed anyone 
else). It is a shame, then, that, 
a week or so later, a second 
world champion will be 
crowned, but darts, like boxing, 
is stricken by a terrible dose of 
acronyms. 

It all started a few years ago 
when the best players and the 
ones people have heard of. 


which is not necessarily the 
same thing, broke away from 
the British Darts Organisation 
(which runs the long-standing 
Embassy World .Champion- 
ship) to form a new circuit 
backed by Sky TV. The satel- 
lite crew worked darts over like 
only they can, adding music, 
disco lights, whacky camera 
angles and even a few smoke 
machines to beef up the pea- 
souper already being generated 
by the audience. Yet still the 
public remained unmoved by 
the warriors of the oche. 

A court case last summer 


seemed to herald a reunion but 
while all other tournaments run 
by either body are now open to 
all comers, the two world cham- 
pionships remain separate. It is 
a daft situation, regardless of the 
fact that everyone knows the 
winner of the Embassy Champ- 
ionship will not be fit to stand 
at the same oche as Taylor. Nor 
is it ideal when darts is trying to 
drag itself back towards the 
status it once enjoyed. 

And darts still has a great 
deal to offer. Yesterday's match 
between Harvey and Harring- 
ton, with a quarter-final place 


at stake, was one of the finest 
that either world championship 
has seen. In the fifth and final 
set, with Harvey a single leg 
away from victoiy, Harrington 
walked to the oche knowing that 
his opponent bad just 40, a 
straightforward double-top, still 
to get A finish was vitaL and 
with one dart left, he still 
needed double 10. Harrington 
thumped it into the middle of 
the bed, a triumph of nerve un- 
der the most extreme pressure. 

Even so, Harvey had a dart 
at double top to win the next 
deciding leg, but missed it by 


a whisker. Three darts later, 
Harrington did not The two 
men collapsed into each others 
arms, both dose to tears after 
a duel with more drama and 
tension than the average Wim- 
bledon singles final. 

Not for them, though, the re- 
wards of Sampras, or even of 
Henman. “It's not a living," Har- 
vey said “There’s a handful who 
can make a living out of it, but 
a lot of them are still in 1985." 

Cliff Lazarenko, for in- 
stance, still makes a living from 
exhibitions, even though bis 
competitive edge deserted him 


years ago. On this weefs.evi- 
dence, Bristow and John Lowe 
seem to be going the same way. 

Harvey does not have a spon- 
sor for 19%, forcing him to iris 
several ranking events. Yet still 
he will practice every day, and 
hope that the good times wfll 
start to roll once again. 

“I was always a bit of a jack 
of all trades when it came to 
sport," he says. “I've played 
football, and golf and a few 
others, but darts is the hardest 
of all.” Which is true in more 
ways than one. 

Results, Digest, page 24 


TOMORROW: THE INDEPENDENT 
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Pleat moves quickly to try to lure Speed 
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ACROSS 

7 Stage feature has cross- 
piece reversed (4-4) 23 

9 Last of cannon involved in 
a loud, shattering dis- 24 


charge (6) 
Analyse 


10 Analyse' compound of sul- 25 
phur and tin (4) 

11 Ladies' undergarments? 26 
Lois of them - it’s busi- 
ness (5, 5) 

12 Miscellaneous collection 
left by patriarch (Old Tes- l 
lament) (3-3) 

14 Resent exclusive group’s 
ingrained attitudes fS) 


Naughty child gets drink 
on stick (6) 

Cruise and tour organised 
for people of fashion (10) 
What soldiers must do is 
charge (4) 

Customer over in saloon 
or taproom? (6) 

Jumper with special open- 
ing in front (S) 


5 Honest fellow with dirty 
job winning alJ he prizes? 
(5,5) 

6 



15 Worship expected to be 


overcome , . , 

17 Pupil removed from com- 3 
prehensive classes (6) 

20 Quick way to make Brie? 4 
(5.3) 


DOWN 

Valuable having a summa- 
ry which includes French 
as an alternative (8) 

Put favourable slant on se- 
rious offence President's 
involved in (4) 

Dessert in regular spheri- 
cal shape (6) 

Getting drunk in inn. 
cause Double (8) 


8 About to introduce poor 
relief in the provinces (6) 

13 Scientific establishment 
originally located at 
Brampton, above church 

16 a* cigar, nun appears 
apathetic (S) 

IS See aunt boil grubby wash- 
ing (8) 

19 Band of different colour 
runs through piece of 
meat (6) 

21 Catch fitted to a hot water 
pipe (6) 

22 Bats in belfry as nine is 
struck (6) 

24 Deliver timber (4) 


David Pleat is likely to make his 
mark quickly at White Hart 
Lane with an offer for Evertons 
unsettled captain. Gary Speed. 
Sheffield Wednesday will have 
to think again, though, after their 
latest offer was turned down. 

Pleat, Tottenham's new 
Director of Football, who will 
be in charge of buying players, 
approached Evertou yesterday, 
and for his part, the Goodison 
manager Howard Kendall was 
keen to listen to what Pleat 
might have to say about posable 
player exchanges. Yesterday, 
Kendal] turned down Wednes- 
day's bid, not long after re- 
buffing Newcastle United. 

It is believed the latest offer 


from Atkinson was £6m plus 
Jim Magilton, while Newcastle’s 
was £5m plus Darren Peacock 

Tottenham’s attempt to over- 
turn the Department for Edu- 
cation and Employment's refusal 
to give fitness director Fritz 
Schmid a work permit, w3s aid- 
ed yesterday when Fife, world 
football's ruling body, lent its sup- 
port. “He would have a unique 
claim to the job, in our view,” a 
Fife spokesman said. “His fitness 
qualities are exactly what should 
be hired because many believe 
this is one of the weak spots in 
the Premier League.” 

The DOE which wfli hear an 
appeal by Spurs, said that 
Fifa had sent a letter of 


recommendation with the orig- 
inal application - which means 
little has changed. 

Gross has more immediate 
problems as he deals with the 
fall-out from recent comments 
by Les Ferdinand and Darren 
Anderton about his leadership. 

Ferdinand reportedly ac- 
cused Gross of making him 
train while injured, while An- 
derton claimed Gross made 
him play in the reserves while 
not fully-fit “None of these 
players have complained to me 
personally and I will seek to find 
out if their remarks have been 
misrepresented," Gross said. 

- Alan Nixon 
More football, page 26 


SWIMMING 


Competitors to face sharks without a gun 


Water police have refused a 
request to put a diver with a 
spear gun in the sea in case of 
a shark anack during long- 
distance events at next 
month’s world championships 
in Perth, Australia. 

The organising committee 
requested special protective 
measures for swimmers com- 
peting in 5km and 25km ocean 
races after a shark attack and 
several sightings of large 
sharks off Perth beaches in 
recent months. 

“It’s too chancy,” said the 
officer in charge of water 
police, Acting Senior Sergeant 


Gary Thttersall. “A diver with 
a spear gun's got one chance. 
He can either shoot and miss, 
.then he’s unarmed in the 
water with a shark. 

“He can hit it in the wrong 
spot and send it into more of 
a frenzy or there's the third 
option that he hits it in the 
right spot and it's dead.” 

Tattersall said police 
aboard boats would be pre- 
pared to use firearms if a 
shark attacked and divers 
would be prepared to rescue 
anyone left injured. 

The championship's exec- 
utive director, Alan Melchert, 


said he expected police divers 
would be equipped with “some 
form of anti-shark device” 
when the ocean events were 
held off Hillarys, in northern 
Perth, on 7 and l i January. 

Melchert added that a spot- 
ter plane as well as fisheries and 
police boats were designed to 
minimise concerns of attack. 

“Swimmers are aware of it 
but they're a pretty hardy 
breed and they're used to 
swimming in waters with a lot 
of different types of hazards, 
but this is regarded as a pretty 
safe environment at this time 
of the year." 
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Ctumunata: Watch anl Nautical iBStrHHflT Maker to. 
TbaRHtHHoioBtalriittBljinHOnumtsriimiwmttiijMnjtrattt- 


Spoil yourself with 
the gift of time 



A complimentary bottle of Dows 
Late Bottled Vintage Port 

jbr quotum# onUn 

For your FREE brochures containing over 150 
Watches, Chronometers, Clocks, Barometers and 

Barographs complete the coupon or phone on: 


0151 708 0099 


Or fox us ore 0151 708 6777. Qu«s «*• 


POST TO SE WILLS, COKNB3LL HOUSE, 
I 24 CORNHILL, LIVERPOOL H8DZ 

lName:(Mr/Mrs/Ms.) 

(Address: 


!' 


Postcode: 
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